JOURNAL OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE RESEARCH

p-1SSN:2588-4123  e-1SSN:2588-7521

https://jflr.ut.ac.ir

University of Tehran press

Structural Equation Modeling of the Individual, Linguistic, and Social Variables in Predicting Iranian Young

Email:jflr@ut.ac.ir

Adult Immigrants’ Speaking Fluency, Accuracy, Complexity, and Pronunciation in Canada

Najma Amir Soleimani *
. Department of TEFL, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.
\ Email:amirsoleimani.tefl@gmail.com

Hoda Divsar=*0000-0003-3978-9283
Department of TEFL, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.
Email:h.divsar@pnu.ac.ir

Manoochehr Jafari Gohar **=/0000-0001-6892-3248
Department of TEFL, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.
Email:jafari@pnu.ac.ir

Maryam Farnia ****:2/0000-0001-7046-6533
Department of TEFL, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.
Email:mfarnia@pnu.ac.ir

ABSTRACT

The study investigated the role of age of arrival, length of resistance, amount and types of input,
language-richness, and parents’ educational background in predicting( Iranian immigrants’
speaking fluency, accuracy, complexity, and pronunciation. To attain the goal, 108 Iranian
intermediate EFL learners living in Canada, who were homogenized through the CELPIP-General
Test, were selected based on the availability sampling to complete the Alberta Language
Environment Questionnaire (ALEQ) and participated in a speaking test. The performances were
assessed based on Wigglesworth and Storch’s (2009) fluency, Storch and Wigglesworth’s (2007)
accuracy, and Skehan’s (2009) complexity. Pronunciation was measured according to Jenkins’
(2000) Lingua Franca Core (LFC) which focuses on phonetic features crucial to intelligibility.
The structural Equation Modeling (SEM) and the schematic illustration confirmed the
hypothesized model (x*2/df=.037 RMSEA=.043; RMR =.01; GFI =.95; AGFI =.74; NFI =.70;
CF1 =.79; IFI =.88; TLI=.89) revealing that age of arrival (AoA), schooling in L2, and language-
rich activities could predict fluency, accuracy, complexity, and pronunciation, however, LoR was
a significant predictor of neither complexity nor pronunciation. While siblings' input/output could
predict only speaking accuracy, maternal education significantly predicted speaking complexity.
The findings supported the Critical Period Hypothesis, the significant role of AoA in the
development of bilingualism, and the effectiveness of L2 instruction. The results confirmed the
direction of the path model exposing the inefficacy of paternal and maternal education and parents'
input/output in predicting the variances in immigrants' speaking ability. The findings suggested
that parents maximize the number of activities in the second language and, if possible, migrate to
second-language countries before their children pass the critical age to learn the second language.
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