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Abstract

The present research describes and analyzes the Grammatical Metaphors of modality in
the listening module of the TOEFL official books. The present descriptive study used a
qualitative content analysis approach, and data were collected via documentary method.
In this regard, three official TOEFL iBT books, printed and endorsed by ETS, including
a total of fourteen tests were selected: The official guide to the TOEFL test (2017), and
Official TOEFL iBT (Vol.1, and Vol.2). In the listening module of each test, there are
six texts in the form of conversation and lecture. First, each clause of the texts was
separately examined. Then, modality metaphors were compared and analyzed in terms
of type and frequency. In total, 31 conversation texts and 53 lecture texts were analyzed.
Finally, a total number of 264 modality grammatical metaphors were identified. The
results indicated that: 1- Modality metaphors entail a higher frequency in lecture texts
than the texts of conversations, 2- The frequency of explicit subjective metaphors has a
higher frequency than explicit objective metaphors. Therefore, all types of modality
grammatical metaphor were found in the TOEFL texts. Considering this concept and
teaching it to language learners can help them have a better comprehension and
production of scientific texts.
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a. And Plato believes this can only happen if workers and soldiers learn
moderation, or self-control.

b. According to Plato this can only happen if workers and soldiers
learn moderation, or self-control.
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a. [ believe.../I think...

b. It is possible to argue that.../It is obvious that...

1. projection

2. proposition

3. modal

4. implicit mood adjunct
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a. It seems like they might be evidence that water still exists on Mars.

b. Well, I personally think that the Great Depression of the 1930s
actually makes this more understandable...
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a. Possibly rain on the desert floor could turn to thin sheets of ice when
temperatures drop at night.

b. It’s possible that rain on the desert floor could turn to thin sheets of
ice when temperatures drop at night.
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