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Evaluation of Medical Librarians’ Familiarity with
Plagiarism

Ghafouri M'/ Rakhsh F¥ Rahafrooz S®

Abstract

Introduction: With the emergence of technology in health information services, plagiarism has
appeared as an issue which could harm scientific communities. In this regard, liberarians have
important roles and could protect the prestige of scientific communities by detecting and managing
plagiarism. This study aimed to survey the role of librarians working in central libraries of medical
universities type 1 in relation to plagiarism and taking appropriate measures.

Methods: This study is an analytical and applied survey in which the standard questionnaire of d
American Library Association was used by sending it via. The population consisted of librarians
employed in Medical Universities type 1 (N=110). The sampling was based on census. Validity,
content validity and reliability were performed using test-retest correlation. Coefficient of 78.0
was confirmed by the data collection practices. Data were analyzed by SPSS using descriptive and
inferential statistics (chi-square).

Results: It was found that 40.4% percent of respondents had an active role in helping the students
and instructors to use citations correctly. The results of Chi-square test showed that there was a
relationship between librarians giving advices to students in using citation and referring to
sources and their level of education (P = 0.02). It was also found that 30% of these librarians were
active in preparing brochures and assignments for teachers.

Conclusion: According to the findings of the study, liberians did not show to have a very active
role in detecting and dealing with plagiarism due to lack of familiarity with this issue and
information literacy. Workshops for educating liberians and making them aware of their roles in this
regard is highly recommended.
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