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Abstract

The city is generally known for impersonal social relations, anonymity, self-restraint
and superficial and transitory relations. But the city also gives other characteristics
such as family ties and kinship, neighborhood and relationships between friends, both
overtly and covertly, in the context of self-training. Simmel and Wirth’s approach
refers to the impersonal and individualistic relationships of the city, and Gans and
Fischer’s approach focuses on family ties and friends, and Jacobs’s approach focuses
on the social relationships of neighborhoods. This research seeks to show that there
are Gemeinschaft social relations in Hamedan and this hypothesis of modern urban
theorists can be disputed. For this reason, structural analysis has been used to analyze
social relations. A survey method was used with cluster sampling in four different
urban areas with 400 tested questionnaires. dimensions of social relationships
including distance and closeness (relationship size); the amount of commuting,
desire to commute (number of relationships); Trust, a feeling of friendship and
help (relationship intensity). These dimensions have been measured among family,
relatives, friends, neighbors and local residents and friends. It is a family analysis unit.
Families show a very high level of communication, willingness to communicate, trust,
feeling of friendship and helping their family members, close relatives. Although the
level of trust and friendship of people with friends is not very high compared to family
relations and close relatives, but compared to local residents and neighbors, they have
a much better situation. This confirms the hypothesis of the research based on the
fact that there are Gemeinschaft social relations in the neighborhoods of the city. At
the same time, significant differences can be seen between the mentioned dimensions
of social relations between the four urban areas. The affluent area is at a low level in
terms of Gemeinschaft relationships and is different from the other three areas.
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1. Introduction
One of the methods of understanding the contemporary society is to introduce
it as an individualistic urban society (Simmel, 1950). Individualism and
following individualistic values in the new city has made fewer people able to
have deep social relationships with others. This has caused the social relations
to be superficial, transitory and lacking the necessary depth for social and
human relations. But the second social forces, which in urban life sometimes
move against the mainstream and sometimes in addition to it, cannot be ignored.
For example, Wilmot and Young depicted a white upper-class community
in Bethnal Green that was unified by extended family networks and shared
cultural customs. (Tankis, 1388: 30; Savage and Ward, 1380). The formation
of deep social relationships in different urban areas based on family ties by
Gans (2000) is also an example of this research. This research seeks to prove
that there are living and dynamic social relations (Gemenshaft) in different
urban neighborhoods and areas, contrary to Wirth and Simmel’s opinion.
Therefore, the main questions of the research can be raised as follows:

- Are there still social relations of the Gemenshaft kind in the city or not?

- What is the status of various components of Gemenshaft social relations?

- Is it possible to observe the differences in the components of Gemenshaft
social relations between urban areas or not?

Gemenshaft social relations means family relations, kinship, neighborhood
and friends, and it is not limited to the dimension of emotional relationship,
but also includes trust, help and support in the said relations.

2. Materials and Methods

Urban theoretical approaches can be divided into three types of culture-
oriented, structural-oriented, and integrated or spatial-social approach
(Guttdiener and Hutchison, 2011:388). The first approach is focused on inner
city forces and on spatial relations, interactions, communities, situation and
place. The second approach focuses on extra-urban forces such as capitalism
and political economy. The third approach focuses on meaningful spaces,
government and multi-nuclear regions (ibid.: 388-390). The culture-oriented
approach (related to this research) is taken from the theories of Ténnies and
especially Simmel, the father of urban sociology, and is known as the Chicago
School. People like Roderick Mackenzie, Amos Hawley, Lewis Wirth,
Ernest Burgess, Robert Park and others are members of this school. Other
urban studies (related to the topic) beyond urban ecology, such as Simmel’s
Mental Life Metropolis (1950), Urbanism as a Way of Life by Wirth (2000)

Y'Y



\ARY

« Contemporary Sociological Research
Vol. 11, No. 21, Autumn & Winter 2023

/&f'u—&/gf(‘?‘fj}j C SR Two Quarterly Journal of

and Leviten Gans (2000), Fisher’s work (1975; 1995) and Jane Jacobs’ Live
Urban Social Relations (1388) will be explained more. Simmel’s and Wirth’s
theories are considered among the modernist approaches to the city, which this
research aims to dispute with the urban theories of Gans, Fischer and Jacobs.

According to the main research questions, the following hypotheses can be
proposed; 1- Are there (Gemenshaft)social relations in Hamedan city or not?
Can it be said that the existence of (Gemenshaft) social relations in Hamedan is
meaningful? 2- Are there any significant differences in the various components
of social relations ((Gemenshaft)) between the regions of Hameda city. 3- If
hypotheses 1 and 2 are confirmed, can the theories of urban modernists be
disputed?

3. Data and Discussion

3-1. Data and its Interpretation based on Variables

1. The level of the family’s willingness to establish a relationship: the
respondents have declared the desire to establish a relationship with family
members as much as possible, 58.9% very high and 21% high, the total of
these two is 80%. Only 8% expressed the desire to establish a relationship little
or very little, this shows that Gemenshaft social relationships are dominated
from the kin-oriented style.

2. The level of family trust: the level of trust of families in family members
is 71.1% very high and 18.6% is high, which in total is 89.7%. The level of
families’ trust in close relatives is 0.21% very high and 37.4% is high, and the
sum of both levels is 58 percent. The high role of family relationships in the
area of trust indicates that such relationships are one of the most important
components of the Gemenshaft social relationships of the city.

3. The degree of feeling of friendship, belonging to the family: the degree
of feeling of friendship, belonging to the family with family members is 70%
very high and 19.8% is much, the total of these two is 89.8%. Here, family
relations are considered the most important element of social relations.

4. The willingness of family to help: the willingness of families to help
their family members is 71.8% very high and 19.8% is high, which in total
is 91.6%. The willingness of families to help their relatives is 28.1% very
high and 41.1% is high and the total of both is 69.2%. The total percentage
of the two options is very high and high for distant relatives, neighbors, local
residents and friends, respectively, 68.39%, 29.5%, 20.2% and 43.8%.
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3-2. Testing Hypotheses

The test shows the average difference according to the type of urban
neighborhood. Except for the amount of commuting (a component of
the number of relationships) between the four urban neighborhoods in
terms of willingness to commute (another component of the number of
relationships), trust in relationships, interest and friendship in relationships,
and help (components of relationship intensity) in social relationships is a
significant difference in social relations. This difference shows the second
hypothesis, i. e. the difference in the social relations between regions. The
area of Motakhsesin has a significant difference in terms of social relations
from other areas, especially Kebabian (lower middle area) and Hesaremam
(lower area). In this part, the second hypothesis of the research, the difference
in different components (except the amount of commuting) of Gemenshaft
social relations between the regions of Hamedan city, is confirmed. There is
a significant difference between Motakhsesin and other areas regarding the
willingness to commuting, trust, feeling of friendship, belonging and being
one, and helping family to relatives and close members.

4. Conclusion

According to the theories of urban society such as Wilmot, Young, Gans, Fisher
and Jacobs, and the first hypothesis of the research, mysterious relationships
and strong social links take root in the city intentionally or unintentionally.
These relationships may not be all-encompassing and according to the
second hypothesis, a difference can be seen in different neighborhoods, but
it is so important that it determines some human and social issues in the city.
Therefore, in confirming the third hypothesis, the theories of urban modernists
such as Simmel and Worth can be disputed. Individualism and anonymity are
not the only cultural elements that describe the main characteristics of the
city, but still some elements of Gemenshaft social relations, especially family
relations, have maintained their importance at least in the micro-social spheres
and in most cases act as people’s helping forces. The amount of commuting,
the desire to establish more relationships, trust, the feeling of being friendly
and helping close family members and close relatives is very high in Hamedan
city, which shows how much family and kinship relationships play a major
role in the social space in this city. As mentioned, family relations in various
dimensions such as trust, feeling of friendship and desire to establish a
relationship are very strong in Hamedan city, but the urban area of Motakhsesin
has a significant difference from other urban areas.
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1. Schizoid
2. Willmott
3. Young
4. Bethnal Green
5. Roderick McKenzie
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12. Size
13. Density
14. Heterogenity
15. disorgnization
16. inner-directed
17. tradition-directed
18. Critical mass
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