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Abstract

The primitive Images on the walls of the caves indicate the desire of humans to represent
their lives or express their wishes. These motifs have an undeniable relationship with the
macro realities of the production method, political system, power hierarchy and value
system. We examine these axes by focusing on the photo as a text. Based on theory and
method of semiotics and poststructuralist discourse analysis, we have tried to describe
these pictorial texts in the first place; then analyzed the implicit meanings and secondary
meanings of the photographs; and Finally, analyzed their relation to the dominant social
and discourse trends in the three periods of Qajar, Pahlavi and the first decade after the
Islamic Revolution of 1979. The field of the research is family photos in Kermanshah and
finally 32 sample photos were selected and analyzed. The analysis of photos of the Qajar
period shows the dominance of the patriarchal discourse and assigning the phenomenon of
photography to the elite and political class. During the first period of Pahlavi, photography
was popular among the wealthy class, and in Pahlavi Il, among the wealthy and middle
class; in the first period of patriarchy, modernism (Westernization) and in the second
period, feminism and consumerism are the central signifiers. In the post-Islamic revolution
period, (1980d) with the spread of photography tools among the common people, we can
see traditional clothing, the creation of an intimate atmosphere among family members
and the reduction of patriarchal discourse. Findings show that overall the process of
developments in Kermanshah and national developments in this area are similar. Also,
in this historical process, technology has served the wishes of the ruling discourses, but
in case of differences between the two, technology has gone its own way and was not
necessarily at the command of the rulers.
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1. Introduction

A major part of our understanding of the surrounding, which is related to the
facts, is associated with the image. The image shows the perception of a social
organization; the image can represent external realities and we can reread
and analyze that reflected reality. The image shows the perception of a social
organization; the image can represent external realities and we can read and
analyze that reflected reality. Photography was invented in Europe in 1839
and very soon, in 1842, during the period of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar, it was
imported to Iran. However, the process of its development and expansion has
been different among different classes and institutions in Iran. The family genre
is one of the different genres of photography and it is affected by the general
situation of the society as well as this social institution itself. As Bourdieu
believes that “at the moment of taking a photo, they are playing a role, he says
that these norms have a class basis” (Bornett 2011: 81). In addition, family
photos tend to have the same and similar patterns (Frozanpour 2012).Our
study is a step in examining the relationship between society and art, and
we have tried to obtain a historical, albeit limited, picture of the cultural and
social discourses governing Kermanshah society through the study of family
photos. Also, examining some social changes represented in these photos,
in three political periods, is part of the objectives of the study. Because we
believe that, in the end, the central values of the dominant political discourse
have been represented and engraved in works of art, including photography.
This influence can even be much more than changing the content and form of
the photo and sometimes it has gone to the threshold of banning and rejecting
the whole of this art-industry.

2. Materials and Methods
There is a real relationship between artworks and the contexts of their
creation, and the overt and hidden meanings of texts, at least, always have
traces of reality. Study and analysis of these traces can be carried out with
special methods such as semiotics or discourse analysis and narrative analysis,
etc. Therefore, in this research, two approaches of semiotics (Barth) and post-
structuralist discourse analysis (Laclaou and Mouffe) have been chosen as
theoretical bases and research methods.

The field of our research is the family photos of Kermanshah city in the
three periods of Qajar, Pahlavi and the first decade after the revolution of 1379.
All photos (204 items) are collected from sources and documents available in
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the libraries of the Faculty of Social Sciences, the Cultural Heritage Library,
the Culture and Guidance Library in Kermanshah, family albums and also
available on virtual networks. According to the necessary criteria (such as
belonging to the people of Kermanshah, the historical period of the photo,
clarity, etc.), 32 photos have been selected and analyzed. In general, four signs
have been examined: first, the people present in the photo frame, second, the
clothing and make-up of the people, third, the pose and the looks of the people,
and the fourth sign is the space and the place of photography. In the second
stage, the secondary messages and their explanation in each historical period
have been presented separately.

3. Discussion

The review of the research background shows that so far no study has been
done on the society of Kermanshah with an emphasis on photography and
sociological analysis. In general, the researches in this field have two main
directions: one, the technical view (both in the sense of the research method
and in terms of the principles of photography) And second, the social view.
With the second orientation, we tried to analyze the concepts and technical
features of photography with a sociological perspective and with regard
to its social context. The oldest photo of Kermanshah is related to the pre-
constitution period. In the city of Kermanshah, like the capital, photography
has been limited to aristocrats and politicians. This monopoly continued until
the Pahlavi period. Despite the arrival of modernity in Iran at the end of the
Qajar period, Iranian society and the city of Kermanshah still had a patriarchal
and undemocratic culture and discourse. During the first Pahlavi period, the
modernization of grammar spread and the implementation of projects such
as the establishment of the women’s center, the discovery of the hijab, etc.
affected the culture of the society; including the decline of patriarchy and the
beginning of the formation of the middle class. And photography was also
made available to this class. In the photographs of this period, one can see
a kind of consumerism and symbols such as femininity, westernization and
authoritarianism. The Islamic revolution brought about major cultural changes
that were in the opposite direction to the previous period. In addition, access
to photography tools had become easier and more common in big cities. The
photos of this course show changes in the type of family relationships, people’s
clothing, and the relationship of photos with religious ideology.
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4. Conclusion

The arrival of modernization has been able to gradually change some
common beliefs and traditions among people. Therefore, since a hundred
years ago, Iranian society has been involved in a conflict between the desire
to modernize and preserve its traditions. These developments can be seen in
family photos. One of the examples of these changes is the type of people’s
clothing. The change of coverage has been affected by both the technology
itself and the discursive changes of governance systems. In all three historical
periods examined, the dominant discourse has been influenced by the ruling
regimes and they have been able to promote their central values by controlling
and directing the means of modernization. However, since technology is not
neutral, in cases where there was a difference between the nature of technology
and the demands of the ruling discourse, technology has defied the rulers. For
example, in the photos of the post-revolution period, despite the hegemony of
the religious discourse, the type of covering in the private sphere and even in
the public sphere still has a relation with the discourse before the revolution.
In these cases, technology has preferred recording reality to obedience. If the
time frame of this research is changed to the last three decades of Iranian
society, more telling results will be obtained.
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- Laclaou, E. & Moulffe, Ch., (1987). Hegemony and Socialist Strategy:
Towards a Radical Democratic Politics. London, New York: Verso.



