YA

20 /U" L-./ g 2 )/ Contemporar-)l;wsoogga;tr)tglglﬁ:;g:::gCSR l{j
I

l

% ISSN (P.): 2476-55643, (E.): 2476-6305
Contemporary Socilogical Research Bu-AliSin
[t = Vol. 11, No. 20, Spring & Summer 2022 University

-
-
b
-
bs
-
bs
-
bs
-
b
-

Studying the Everyday Life of Dollar Sellers in Sabzeh
Meydan, Tehran; Resistance in Everyday Economic Life

Abdollahyan, H.!, Kahrobaee, A."

4. https://dx.doi.org/10.22084/CSR.2022.25874.2078
Received: 2020/02/24; Accepted: 2022/07/02
Type of Article: Research

Pp: 285-322

Abstract

This paper examines the phenomenon of dollar selling in Sabzeh-Meydan (green
square), near Tehran Bazaar. Dollar sellers exhibit and introduce some interesting
elements to the economic activities around Bazaar that are fit to be dealt with from a
cultural studies point of view. The phenomenon of dollar selling is a unique event in
terms of its content; in other words, there are layers of power and resistance behind
the phenomenon of selling dollars, which is tried here to be carefully examined. This
research uses the ethnographic method to collect its data. The data in fact come
from participatory observation. To collect data an emphasis was placed on document
collection, direct observation in the field, and conducting semi-structured interviews.
The interviews were conducted with 11 samples in the field, and the following results
were obtained using the theories of Bourdieu and related theorists in the field of
cultural studies. The data analysis and interpretation show that dollar-selling practice
and exhibit a resistance but rather a cultural resistance in the field. Regardless of the
business values involved, dollar sellers in Sabzeh-Meydan express an independent
identity, and by showing lifestyle they are trying to express resistance against the
dominant cultural values of Tehran’s Bazaar. In addition, dollar sellers redefine
themselves in relation to the government and refuse to accept the dominant patterns
of economic behavior set forth by the government.
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1. Introduction
In line with the tradition of cultural studies as an interdisciplinary science that
pays attention to seemingly mundane phenomena and removes layers of a
phenomenon in order to reach the depth and meaning hidden in it, the dollar-
selling phenomenon has often been neglected by Iranian researchers. Here,
this phenomenon will be tackled so to unfold its various hidden dimensions.
Dollar-sellers who perform themselves as gamblers have a special intra-
group culture, which distinguishes them from the old bazaar business-keepers.
This intra-group culture is noticeable in the way they dress, talk, walk and
in their all other actions. They lack sufficient cultural and economic capitals
to enter the heart of the traditional Bazaar, and for this reason, the cultural
system of the core Bazaar market and the cultural event of the business do not
allow such people to enter into it. As a result, a special lifestyle goes on in the
sidelines of the mainstream of Bazaar business. We will address all these in
this short paper.

2. Materials and Methods

It seems that the ethnographic approach provides a better information and
understanding about power and resistance in Sabzeh Meydan. This is because
the ethnographic researcher is interested in studying common patterns and the
unit of analysis is usually more than 20 people or more than the number of
people necessary for grounded theory approach. Ethnography rather focuses
on an entire cultural group regardless of the number of people involved.
Sometimes this may be a small cultural group. This mostly, however, is not
the case and the group is usually large and includes many people who have
interacted with each other over time (Cresol, 2011: 92).

We used the ethnographic method to collect data in the following areas:
document collection, direct observation, participatory observation, and semi-
Structured interviews.

Since the dollar sellers in Sabzeh Meydan have been interacting with each
other for a long period of time, we tried to record the events and interactions
of people present in the field using participatory observation. Due to some
problems in the field of research, such as the high sensitivity (vigilance) of
dollar sellers towards the presence of outsiders in the field, it was difficult
to collect data, record audio and video from the field, and to observe ethical
aspects of the activity. Data collection took place in the form of observation,
preparation of collective images and sounds, so that the privacy of none of the
people present in the field would not be violated. In order to collect reports and
photos from Sabzeh Meydan, we wandered around the place as passers-by and
took about 1000 photos of them on different days. We also prepared videos with
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a mobile phone camera, in which the way of speaking, commotion, the way
of dressing and the behavior of the dollar sellers are recorded. The difference
between working in this field and other places is that it is very difficult to collect
information from this place and it requires a long-term trust-building process
and the need to actively participate in the field and interact with the people
present in the field. Therefore, after going through the steps of building trust in
the field and establishing friendly relations with some experienced people and
providing the interview conditions, conditions for interviewing became ready.
Meanwhile we followed the ethical and scientific aspects of the research.

3. Data

In terms of the researcher’s official interview, which was conducted after
the trust-building steps as mentioned above, 11 people were selected and
interviewed. There were more informal dialogues, short interviews with
people in the field in the form of participatory observation, which led to
theoretical saturation with the next 11 interviews. For the interview with the
dollar sellers, the following areas were determined and the in-depth interview
questions were obtained from people involved.

Age and gender of dollar sellers; How to get to the group of dollar sellers;
How to work and sell dollars in this group; Other than economic motifs, what
else is the purpose of the dollar sellers to do this; Existence or absence of
supervision by power institutions on this group.

4. Discussion

Here the phenomenon of dollar-sellers in Sabzeh Meydan at Tehran’s Bazar
has been discussed as one of the seemingly insignificant economic element,
though influential in the everyday life of people in the Bazaar neighborhood.
Here we brought this phenomenon under research scrutiny. Although people
were seemingly buying and selling dollar currency there, there were hidden
layers, which we have revealed through the curiosity of the researchers using
cultural studies approach.

The essence of what happens in Sabzeh Meydan lies in gambling and it was
revealed through the results of interviews and field evidence. In several interviews,
dollar sellers officially admitted this and used the word gambling. In some cases,
the interviewee used alternative slang terms such as paper games, promissory
note games, or artificial transactions. All this provides one meaning and that is
gambling. According to the data obtained from the interviews, the volume of
transactions in Sabzeh Meydan was estimated to be something between 50 and
100 million dollars per day. The transaction process was such that people entered
the transaction on credit. Credit could be provided in three ways:
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* Deposit: To trade a roll of dollars, which is 10,000 dollars, you must
deposit at least three million Tomans (Iranian currency) with one of the trusted
dollar dealers. In fact, you have paid the profit and loss of the transaction in
advance.

* Cash capital: Your bank account information must be specified in some
way. For example, someone confirming your identity, so that one would know
you have a minimum amount of saving in your bank account.

* One of the dollar sellers and trustees of the field must introduce you. One
of the trustees must guarantee you. In other words, the guarantor will bear the
losses of the transaction with you, in case of absconding.

However, entering the field does not happen easily. Although the dollar
sellers are looking to find a person who is not unfamiliar with the complexities
of the market, so to trade with him and get more profit. Entering into the
transaction, nevertheless, requires credit that is not easily obtained, and
perhaps the easiest way is to have a huge capital.

After entering the Sabzeh Meydan (green square), an individual can
start buying and selling dollars. The dollar sellers or gamblers of Sabzeh
Meydan start trading dollars based on the daily price from around 10 am.
Trading continues until 14:00 and stops at 14:00. At 2:00 p.m., the price of
dollars, coins, and Ouns will be determined in Sabzeh Meydan, and after that,
liquidation and clearing of transactions will begin. In fact, the profit criterion
for sellers and buyers of coins and currency is the same price that is set in
Sabzeh Meydan. The main transactions in the sham transaction section are
done without any real dollars or coins, and only happens on paper. Paper or
sham transactions happen between two or more people. In such a way, person
A buys some dollars from person B. The difference between the buying and
selling dollars or coins with the announced price in the afternoon determines
the amount of profit and loss of the parties.

5. Conclusion

Sabzeh Meydan can be called as Gambling Square. According to the interviewees,
at least 40 to 80 percent of foreign currency transactions and in Sabzeh Meydan
are in the form of gambling. No actual dollars or coins are present. Transaction
information is recorded in sheets by trustees and individuals themselves, and at
the end of the day, the difference between purchases and sales is calculated and
settled by individuals. In addition to dollar and currency gambling, gambling
is also seen in football games and sports competitions. Buying stolen gold, and
all kinds of transactions are going on in it. This paper shows that dollar-selling
activity is an indication of Fisk’s concept of war at Market because it performs
a scene where power and resistance are practiced.
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