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Abstract

This article studies the value and attitude changes in the generational transition of the
last two decades in Iran. Its theoretical and conceptual approach is based on Inglehart’s
post-modernization theory, cultural globalization, and social constructivism theory.
Methodologically, the study was conducted using the documentary method and
secondary analysis, and it is also one of the longitudinal studies that tries to measure
the value changes in Iranian society in the 20-year generational transition, based
on the 4th and 7th wave data in the World Values Survey (WVS). The findings
indicate that there has been no change in some values and attitudes, in the 20-year
generational transition, and in others, there are generational differences, although
these changes does not follow a general pattern. In the past, topics such as “friends”
and today, such as “leisure” and “politics” have become more important. As much as
egalitarian gender attitudes, democratic political culture, and liberal tendencies are
seen in one generation, so are patriarchal, non-democratic and Socialist values seen
in that generation. Nevertheless, there are signs of value inversion in this generational

transition.
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1. Introduction

Late modernity (Giddens, 2018), post-modernization (Inglehart, 1998), post-
industrial society (Bell, 1976) and network society (Castells, 2010) are words
to describe the contemporary society and express the social changes of the last
few decades that have affected our lifeworld in an unprecedented way. The
reality of late modernity reveals that not only the structures and institutions
of the society are constantly transformed and reconstructed as a result of
technical-technological changes, but also the social and cultural system of the
modern society undergoes transformation in the same way (Giddens, 2003
and 2018; Huntington, 2018 and Inglehart, 1989).

In the same way, the Iranian society has also experienced a comprehensive
structural and institutional transformation in the last few decades, affected
by global events and local and national contexts. In this context, one of the
important issues is the issue of cultural transfer and its consequences, such
as value transformation, cultural rupture and generational differences, which
has provoked wide-ranging studies and analyses. It is in this direction that
the article specifically studies value changes in the process of generational
transition in Iran. The central questions are, how can these value and attitude
changes be represented in the generational transition of the last two decades?
Are these changes fundamental and meaningful? And how can the direction
of these changes be described and interpreted in terms of cultural-value
convergence or divergence?

2.Theoretical Approach

The theoretical approach is formulated by referring to the theory of social
construction (Berger and Lockman, 1967), Inglehart’s theory about value
transformation (1971, 1985, 1989) and the theory of cultural globalization
(Ritzer, 2015): Social conditions and contexts (objectivereality) lead to changes
in values and attitudes (subjective reality) and this change, in turn, transforms
the economic, social and political reality. The changes caused by globalization
as well as the dialectic of objective and subjective phenomena in Inglehart’s
thought, indicate the determination of socio-historical contexts and situations.
This issue is discussed in the theory of “social constructionism” (Berger and
Luckman 1967). According to this theory, cultural-value changes do not follow
a fixed and deterministic pattern, but social action and value change are the
result of the dialectical relationship between objective reality and subjective
reality and are affected by primary and secondary socialization processes (Ibid,
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185). Although it is possible to identify similar and homogenous trends in the
value-cultural system, as a result of structural convergence and homogeneity,
but in the final analysis, “different value priorities are a reflection of genetic
characteristics, personal experiences, social situation and different processes
of acculturation” (Schwartz and Bardi, 2001: 268).

3. Method

Methodologically, the paper was carried out in the documentary method and
secondary analysis, and it is also one of the longitudinal studies that tries
to measure the value changes in Iranian society in the 20-year generational
transition, based on the 4th and 7th wave data in the World Values Survey
(WVS, 2021). According to the aims, the research was conducted in the
“Cohort study” method. Based on this, the values and attitudes of peers have
been compared at two points in time: that is, 15 to 35-year-olds of the previous
generation (20 years ago) and 35-55-year-olds of the current generation (now).

4. Findings and Data

The findings indicate that there has been no change in some values and
attitudes, in the 20-year generational transition, and in others, there are
generational differences, although these changes does not follow a general
pattern. In the past, subjects such as “friends” and today, such as “leisure”
and “politics” have become more important. As much as egalitarian gender
attitudes (such as belief in gender equality in political management),
democratic political culture (Such as the priority of democracy and the
preference of elites), and liberal tendencies (belief in private ownership,
priority of economic growth and individual responsibility) are seen in one
generation, so are patriarchal (Education is more important for boys), non-
democratic (Interest in authoritative leadership and military management)
and Socialist values (Government ownership, environmental protection and
government accountability) seen in that generation. Furthermore, there are
signs of value inversion in this generational transition. Not only are religious
values and beliefs weakened among the current generation (such as believing
in life after death, hell, heaven and the likes), but there is divergence and
inversion in moral norms, especially in behaviors such as bribery, tax fraud,
abortion, and divorce.
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5. Conclusion

Based on the findings, it can be argued that attitudes and values are more
influenced by lived experiences, specific historical changes, and multi-
layered social, economic, and political backgrounds than general and global
predictable trends and predetermined paths. It is according to the theoretical
approach of the research, whose evolved form is reflected in the theory of
social constructionism by Berger and Luckman (1967). It can be expected that
the results are less aligned with the theory of value changes (Inglehart, 1989,
1998), because the economic-social changes trends in Iran have followed
a different path from the advanced industrial societies. On the other hand,
the results has seriously challenged the assumptions of those who believe in
the generational gap (Ghadri, 2003), generational discontinuity (Aghajari,
2003) or generational consensus (Bagheri, 2003). It shows how generational
values and attitudes can change over time due to different social-historical
experiences. Therefore, what is actually seen is the generational difference
that occurs in the dialectic of generational objects and subjects.
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