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Abstract

The most important characteristic of any culture is its acquisition and the notion of the
interactions of society members in its production and reproduction. Sometimes these
interactions can be formed to fight corruption, and sometimes to accept corrupt behaviors
and ignoring them; a matter that shall cause the stigma of corruption will be disappeared
and institutionalized in the society that is known as the culture of corruption. The purpose
of this research was to determine the level of the culture of corruption among the people
of Najaf Abad city, Isfahan, and also to explain the reason for its formation. This research
was carried out quantitatively via survey method using a researcher-made questionnaire
approach. A multi-stage random sampling scheme was used in this study with a sample size
of 370 people. Finally, the data were analyzed with SPSS and Smart PLS software. The
statistical analysis showed that the three components of the disappearance of the stigma
of corruption, the unwillingness to disclose corruption and the acceptance of corruption
as the norm, constitute the different aspects of the culture of corruption. Hypotheses tests
also showed that the independent variables of collectivism, citizenship culture, disclosure
culture, and gender equality had a negative effect on people’s desire for corruption culture,
and they explained a total of 45.2% of the variance of corruption culture. The increasing
trend of corruption in Iran and its negative consequences create the concern that ugliness
of corrupt practices will disappear and therefore, corruption will become a cultural feature
as they become normalized and accepted. According to the findings of this study, by
raising the spirit of collectivism and reducing self-centered tendencies among people, it is
possible to familiarize them with the duties and responsibilities of citizenship, fight against
gender inequalities, support whistleblowers of corruption, and also encourage them to
prevent the formation of a culture of corruption.
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1. Introduction

One of the integral dimensions of human social life is the existence of culture
phenomenon in every society. The effect of culture on every phenomenon
and behavior in society is undeniable, and naturally, criminal behavior is not
separated from this rule. The relationship between culture and corruption has
always been one of the most important topics discussed by sociologists. In
this research, the meaning of the culture of corruption is the disappearance
of the ugliness and wrongness of the act committed by the people, the norm
of perceiving an abnormal behavior and surrendering and also not protesting
the cases of corruption was evident. Due to the high level of corruption in
Iran, the main questions of the current research were, firstly, what is the extent
of the culture of corruption among the citizens of Najafabad city? Secondly,
what social factors affect the degree of corruption culture in Najafabad city?
And thirdly, finally, what solutions can be offered to reduce the culture of
corruption in Najafabad city?

2. Materials and Methods

The present study was conducted with a quantitative and survey method. The
present research was conducted among the citizens of Najafabad who were
over 18 years-old, encapsulating of 300,288 people and with a sample size of
370 people. The sampling scheme in this research was multi-stage random.
The data collection tool was a researcher-made questionnaire. The validity
of the questionnaire was confirmed by face validity, construct validity and its
reliability according to Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. The structural equation
modeling technique has used to test the hypotheses.

3. Research Findings

About 58.3% of the respondents of this research were men and 41.7% were
women. Nearly two-thirds of the research sample have got married and the
rest were singles. Based on the mean comparisons, it was found that the levels
of corruption culture, citizenship culture and collectivism were higher than
the mean level and the variables of individualism, gift culture, disclosure
culture and gender equality were lower than the mean level. The standard
regression coefficients extracted from the empirical model of the research -
while confirming the hypotheses of this research — showed that the effect of
individualism on the culture of corruption was positive 0.128. This means
that the more individualistic people, the higher the level of corruption culture
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they experience. The citizenship culture factor also has an effect of -0.201
on the culture of corruption, meaning that the more people adhere to the
culture of citizenship, the lower their adherence to the culture of corruption.
The effect of collectivism on the culture of corruption with a beta of -0.197
confirmed that collectivism can be an obstacle to the formation of a culture
of corruption. The beta value obtained in the model showed that the effect
of whistleblowing culture on the culture of corruption was 0.289. It showed
that the more the whistleblowing culture is strengthened among the people,
the tendency towards the corruption culture decreases. Also, trying to repay
good deeds and giving gifts has a positive effect on the culture of corruption.
This effect was 0.379 and showed that with one unit change in the standard
deviation of people’s adherence to the culture of gift giving and compensation,
apositive change of 0.379 in the standard deviation of adherence to the culture
of corruption is created. The hypothesis test of the effect of gender equality
on the culture of corruption was also confirmed with a beta of -0.261 and it
showed that the more people feel gender equality, the less they tend to the
culture of corruption. Based on the adjusted coefficient of determination (R2)
displayed in the model, in total, the independent variables of this research
have been able to explain 45.2% of the changes in the culture of corruption.
Although this amount is significant and has a high explanatory power, it
should be noted that many other variables are also effective in the formation
of the culture of corruption, which have not been addressed in this research.

4. Discussion

In this research, five hypotheses were proposed, all of which were confirmed.
The obtained results were in line with many past researches. In this regard,
if the belonging and commitment of the activists to the culture and social
values at the local, ethnic and national level is strengthened, this will increase
the loyalty of the people to the cultural foundations and social and national
values, as well as the importance of group and collective interests provides
the grounds for the negative attitude towards corruption. The existence of
a culture of gift giving (compensation) is another variable that affects the
degree of tendency towards the culture of corruption, because the person who
receives a gift seeks to compensate for it, and in the absence of a specific
law, it can affect the culture of corruption. This finding is consistent with the
theory (Akerman, 2017). The findings of this research showed that the level
of disclosure culture has an effect on the level of tendency towards corruption
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culture. The higher the disclosure culture, the lower the corruption culture.
This result is consistent with the research (Rafipour, 2007). Also, the higher
the level of citizenship culture and the more people being aware of their duties
and responsibilities, the less they go towards the culture of corruption. The
results of this research with the findings were in agreement with Fukuhi, 2018;
Mumtaz 1381 and Ahmadi 1384. At the same time, we can confidently say that
with the development of electronic government, the occurrence of corruption
in the administrative system can be prevented and the spread of the culture of
corruption to a large extent is reduced.

5. Conclusion

The increasing prevalence and expansion of corruption in Iran creates the
concern that the culture of corruption may be formed and institutionalized as a
social issue in contemporary Iran. The formation of a culture of corruption in a
society means that corruption is not considered ugly and corrupt practices are
considered as norm in such a way that people accept it and do not protest when
faced with it. Considering the positive effect of individualism and the negative
effect of collectivism on the spread of the culture of corruption of socializing
institutions, especially the family, education, university, and mass media, in
order to institutionalize the culture of the preference of the public interest over
personal interests in various public spheres, they should make a diligent effort.
Considering the proof of the effect of income tax on entering into corrupt
practices, it is necessary to organize the country’s economy and prevent the
occurrence of inflationary waves, so that the needs of employees are met in
such a way that they are not forced to take bribes. Also, by legalizing the
gift-taking process and clarifying it, it prevented the negative consequences
of feeling compensated by employees. Rewarding corruption whistleblowers
and providing legal protection to them as a successful experience in most
countries is another solution that is effective in preventing the formation of a
culture of corruption. Since familiarizing people with their citizenship rights
and making them aware of the dimensions of corruption prevents any abuse of
them, we can use the capacity of educational channels and prevent the spread
of the culture of corruption.
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