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ABSTRACT

Introduction: With the development of small cities, it is possible to organize spatial chaos and imbalance at the
levels of settlements and at the regional level, which hinders the progress of national development programs, in order
to optimize the use of land space.

Research aim: The purpose of this study is to an analysis of the functional role of small cities in having the
dimensions of sustainability Cities in the area of influence (Case study: Espake and Bent in Nikshahr city.
Methodology: The approach that governs the space of qualitative and quantitative research and the type of research
is applied. SPSS software was used to analyze the data.

Studied Areas: The geographical area of this research is the cities of Espake and Bent in Nikshahr city.

Results: The results of Friedman's test to investigate the effect of Nikshahr city's performance on the dimensions of
sustainability in the cities of the area of influence (Espake and Bent) showed, The physical and social dimension has
the highest score (in the city of Bent), the environmental dimension has the lowest score in both cities, and the
economic dimension is in the next place. Also, the results showed that the economic, social, physical and
environmental conditions are not the same in the two cities of Bent and Espake. The results of the path analysis test
show a significant and direct relationship between the dimensions of development. Finally, the results of the t-test
showed that the four studied components with a significance level of less than 0.05 have an effect on the
strengthening of Nikshahr city in the direction of strengthening the regional development.

Conclusion: If there is proper development planning and the identification of the potentials of Nikshahr city directly,
there is a possibility of development in the cities of the area of influence, therefore, strengthening the indicators that
are effective on sustainable development is the most basic strategy for the sustainable development of Nikshahr city
and the cities of the area of influence.
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