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ABSTRACT

Introduction: The ultimate goal of many projects and programs implemented in rural areas is to improve the
residents' quality of life. Due to resource limitations, policymakers should provide the most efficient route to
distribute scarce resources on the path to people's needs and priorities. This can be achieved applying the results of
related research as the input of the decision process.

Research aim: The purpose of this study is investigating objective quality of life in the historical-cultural tourism
target villages in Marvdasht County

Methodology: The present study is applied in terms of purpose and is an exploratory one which has been carried out
using descriptive-comparative method. The statistical population consisted of all household heads residing in the
historical-cultural tourism target villages (over 30 households) in Marvdasht County (2269 household heads). The
sample size was determined 170 ones based on Cochran's formula and a simple random sampling method was
applied. Additionally, in order to compare, 170 household heads were selected in non-target tourist villages as a
control group. The ranking of the indicators was conducted according to the Morris model (D.I. coefficient) and the
degree of dispersion of the studied indicators was determined using the coefficient of variation (C.V.).

Studied Areas: The geographical territory of this study is the historical-cultural tourism target villages in Marvdasht
County.

Results: The results of D.I. showed that the objective quality of life of tourism target villages with a coefficient of
(0.49) is in a relatively suitable condition and non-targeted tourism villages with a coefficient of (0.39) are in an
unfavorable condition. Comparison of (C.V.) revealed that tourism has increased the residents' quality of life in such
a way that it has the greatest impact on the indicators of physical, local livelihood and environmental sustainabilit;
and environmental dimension.

Conclusion: according to the results, tourism activities have little impact on the residents' assets of tourism target
villages. Therefore, expanding local markets, strengthening the cooperation of financial resources, reviving handicraft
workshops and increasing the holding of exhibitions and cultural events to take advantage of tourism benefits are
recommended.
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