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Abstract

The Bakhtiyari Astiriki tribe is an ancient Iranian tribe. The current study employs library and
descriptive-analytical methods in order to examine the role and status of this tribe in political-
military transitions in Iran and central Zagrus from the Mongol era up until Qajariya. It is
suggested that the Astiriki tribe has been the largest and most powerful family tribe in central
Zagrus for more than six centuries after the spread of Islam. The tribe’s leaders ruled over the
Bakhtiyari province for a long period from the Safavid era until the rise of Qajars, in diarchies
issued by the central government and under the titles of “Khan-Sultan” or “Khan-Khan”. They
participated in Iranian battles against foreigners and secured victory. Some of their greatest
accomplishments in the political-military transitions of Iran include: rebellion and declaration of
autonomous government by Amir Tajmirkhan Bakhtiyari Astiriki, Amir Jahangirkhan Bakhtiyari
Astiriki’s participation in the battle of Yerevan and defeating the Ottomans, the Hamidan War and
forcing the Ottoman army out of town, battle with Mahmiid Hotak, the conquest of Herat and
Qandihar during Nadirshah’s reign, and accepting Iran’s regency by ’Abulfath Khan Bakhtiyari
Astiriki after the death of Nadirshah. The article draws on seven documents alongside library
resources.
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7. Hanway, the revolution of Persia, p.238-239.
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