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Studying the Performance of American Sheridan, Consultant to
the Ministry of Food of Iran (1942-1943)

Mohammad Bakhtiari?

Abstract

One of the primary consequences of Iran’s occupation by the Allies in World War Il was the shortage
and high cost of common provisions. In order to provide and distribute the common provisions at
reasonable prices, the government established an independent Ministry of Food and hired the
American Sheridan as a consultant to the Ministry of Food. The present article seeks to investigate
Sheridan’s performance in the newly established Ministry of Food and to answer the question of
measures and policies taken by Sheridan in order to provide and distribute food and to evaluate his
performance in this office. The findings of the research, based on a descriptive-analytical method and
archival data collection, show that Sheridan did not have a successful performance in the Ministry
of Food. The ministry was dissolved within a short time and its responsibilities were transferred to
the Ministry of Finance. Sheridan had to leave Iran before the end of his three years employment
contract without succeeding to solve the problem of common provisions. Of course, it should be
noted that the grave situation of 1321, caused by severe famine and drought, the continuation of the
war on most fronts, the intervention and obstruction made by the allied forces and native profiteers,
and political discords between the Qavam’s government, the court, and the 13th parliament were
effective on Sheridan’s poor performance.

Keywords: Sheridan, Ministry of Food, World War Il, Occupation of Iran, Foreign consultant.
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2. Faculty member of the history department. Imam Khomeini International University. Qazvin. Iran,
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1. Joseph P. Sheridan
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