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Abstract

1. Introduction

Two thousand years ago, Aristotle (384-322 BC), based on the
difference between literary works in the tools of imitation, the subject
of imitation and the method of imitation, literature was divided into
three types: epic, tragedy and comedy. In these two thousand years,
literary works have become very diverse. Aristotle's definition of epic
is the oldest. An epic is a literary genre in which the narrator gives an
introduction and leaves the story. Then the characters of the story run
the events of it. In other words, Epic is a long narrative poem on a
great and serious subject, told in an elevated style, and centered on a
heroic or quasi divine figure on whose actions depends the fate of a
tribe, a nation, or the human race. The epic typically emphasizes the
struggle between the hero’s ethos (the disposition, character, or
attitude peculiar to a specific people, culture, or group that
distinguishes it from other people of groups; fundamental values or
spirit; mores) and his human failings or mortality. Thus, the epic has
an objective expression and depicts the world in the absence of the
poet's and his emotions. In this world, the civilization of a nation and
its cultural details are accurately represented. Although epic poetry
has a brilliant history in Iran, but these works were named "epic"
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ninety years ago. Undoubtedly, the most prominent epic work in
Iranian literature is "Shah-nameh". The greatness and fame of Shah-
nameh has had a huge impact on the prevalence of epic poetry in Iran,
On the other hand, some poets who had little power for epic poetry
have resorted to combining epic with humor and creating the "Nagise-
ye Hamasi". Nagise-ye Hamasi as a suggested title for such works in a
literary genre. In this genre, the glorious construction and style of the
epic is humorously imitated to express trivial issues. These works
have similarities and differences with the "mock epic" and
"Burlesque” in European literature. Considering the importance of
recognizing these works as examples of a literary genre, the present
study compares the Nagise-ye Hamasi with the mock epic or
burlesque in European literature and identifies its Iranian examples.
Compared to European burlesque, satirical imitations in Persian
literature seem incapable, but examples of Nagise-ye Hamasi can be
found in the works of Obeyd Zakani, Boshaq Atameh, Nezam Qari,
Nazoki Hamedani, Yaghma Jandaghi, etc. Also, with the spread of
New Poetry, Nagise-ye Hamasi was created in a new form. Depending
on the form of these works, they can be called "Nagise-ye Hamasie
Nimaie" or " Nagise-ye Hamasie Azad".

2. Methodology

In this research, a descriptive-analytical method is used. Based on
library resources, the necessary materials have been extracted and
after evaluation, have been discussed.

3. Discussion
With the creation of new literary genres, some poets tended to

satirically imitate various poetic and prose works. Thus it was possible
to categorize mocking imitations according to indicators and to
distinguish between Nagiseh and mock epic poems. The works of the
first category must be named. This name should indicate both the
similarities between these works and other satirical works, as well as
the differences between them. From the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries the making of satirical epic works was considered in
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American and European literature and led to studies about such works
in the literature of these countries. These works were called mock epic
or burlesque. Mock-heroic, mock-epic works are typically satires or
parodies that mock common Classical stereotypes of heroes and
heroic literature. Typically, mock-heroic works either put a fool in the
role of the hero or exaggerate the heroic qualities to such a point that
they become absurd.

A longstanding assumption on the origin of the mock-heroic in the
17th century is that epic and the pastoral genres had become used up
and exhausted, and so they got parodically reprised. In the 17th
century the epic genre was heavily criticized, because it was felt
expressing the traditional values of the feudal society. | suggest that
the satirical epic works in Persian literature should be called Nagise-
ye Hamasi. These works are mainly imitations of Shah-nameh. There
is a difference between these works and the mock epic and burlesque
in American and European literature.

First of all, the mock epic or burlesque has the characteristics of an
epic, such as continuity, appropriate tone, strong style, long narrative,
Exaggeration, the involvement of supernatural elements, myth and
archetype. In the following examples in Persian literature, these
features are either absent or weak. Second, the mock epics or
burlesques in American and European literature are complete works as
opposed to the glorious natural and artificial epics, and their
components are compatible with the components of those works. But
in Persian literature, there is no epic satire that can be compared to, for
example Shah-nameh or Garshasp-nameh or Bahman-nameh.

What we have of these works are only scattered pieces with
"Motaghareb” rhyme and copied from the epic style. The number of
verses of these poems is a maximum about five hundred verses, which
we see for example in "Divane alBasa" written by Nizam Qari. It is
even less than Goshtasp-nameh and less than many stories of Shah-
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nameh. Nagise-ye Hamasi in Persian literature can be known by
another title. This title is closer to reality: "Nagise-ye Shah-nameh".
Because the epic work imitated by Iranian makers of Nagiseh, has
been Shah-nameh. In fact, it is not wrong to say that the Nagise-ye
Hamasi are all Nagise-ye Shah-nameh. In addition to what has been
said in introducing the Nagise-ye Hamasi, it should be noted that the
examples of Nagise-ye Hamasi are scattered in some of the Persian
poems and books of Tazkareh and collecting them, for various
reasons, is necessary. In this article, a report of the Nagise-ye Hamasi
and their creators is given.

4. Conclusion

Undoubtedly in the long life of literature, various and new literary
genres have emerged. Aristotle's idea in the Poetics is not efficient
enough to classify literary genres. So Poets, who did not have enough
talent in making epic poetry or did not anticipate the value for their
work, have started to innovate in this field and mix epic with humor.
These works have Nagiseh features and by imitating magnificent and
serious epic poetries and turning them into a humorous form, they
attract the minds of the audience and cause artistic enjoyment.
Examples of mock epic and burlesque existed in ancient Greece.
Masterpieces have also been presented in Europe in recent centuries,
imitating ancient Greek and Roman poets. The Europeans had no
problem naming this type of literature and considered it one of the
branches of "parody"”. Also in Iran, under the influence of the fame
and popularity of Shah-nameh, epic satirical works gradually have
been made. The most famous people who have created relatively
prominent works in this field are: Obeyd Zakani, Nezam Qari, Boshaq
atameh and Yagma jandaghi. The poems of these people have big and
small differences with European examples and could not be named as
a mock epic or burlesque. "Nagise-ye Hamasi" is a suggested title for
Persian satirical epic poems that have been composed mainly by
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imitating Ferdowsi's Shah-nameh. Stylistically, there are imitations in
which the glorious expression of Shah-nameh is imitated in a

humorous way.
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