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Abstract

1. Introduction

Comparative literature investigates the influence of literary works of
different nations, or examines the relationship between literary works
and other fields of art and human knowledge. Analyzing literary
works and discovering the relationship between influence and impact,
in the light of comparative literature studies and the intertextual
relationships of literary texts with each other, enhances the pleasure
of reading and criticizing them. The Laugh Seller Gypsy by Ali Akbar
ec aaa aaaaaam add aaaaraa Scccesss The Gypsy Tribe (1968) inspired
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The purpose of present study is the discovery of mutual influence of
two narrative-fictional texts baced nn Cooooomoooosss ece achhhiic
of influence theory. Both Kermaninejad and Stancu; relying on the
basics of social realism, had created a real picture of poverty, ethnic
and racial discrimination, displacement and confusion, being
otherness and injustice by reflecting the cultural and social aspects of
ggg @ssssss ssssss sss fff aaaaaaaa aaaii...

2. Methodology

Relying on descriptive-analyzing method, the present study attempts

to discover the impact and influence of these two novels with the

approach of direct adaptation of signs and tries to show a value

eeee... ... kkk nn affecdddxxss by 00000000000sss eee aeccceece
of influence theory.

3. Discussion

Zaharia Stancu (1902-1974), a famous novelist from Romania, in The
Gypsy Tribe (1968), relying on the school of socialist realism presents
cn attaaciiee add _ aaatt aarraiiee ff rrr ppean gyiii ¢’ iife add
confusion with a touch of love and violence during the world war,
while emphasizing the racial discrimination and displacement of them.
Ali Akbar Kermaninejad (1959) the contemporary Kermani novelist,
following the school of social realism in The Laugh Seller Gypsy also
aarrates an ttt eeeliing and aaaaaatt rrrry ff eee Irannnnnyssssss exlle,
displacement and their pure innocenct love while focusing on their
life, customs and traditions. Following the style of social realism,
correspondences in the character and plot, the opening descriptions,
the story creations, and the theme and content of both novels have
provided various capacities in discussing the mutual impact and
influence of these two works.

3-1. Correspondence in character and narration

Among the central characters of The Gypsy Tribe and The Laugh
Seller Gypsy, due to its realistic dimension, from the point of view of
the details of the narrative actions, characterization and the type of
narration, two or multiple correspondences can be seen, which
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indicate the impact and influence of the two novels on each other. The
character of Reyhan in The Laugh Seller Gypsy and Himpasha in The
Gypsy Tribe, as the main characters of two stories, are corresponding
in every way from the point of view of narrative actions and the type
of character processing. The double correspondences of the characters,
the type of characterization and the narrative actions of each of the
characters in the two novels strengthen the hypothesis of the impact
and influence of these two works.

3-2. Correspondence in initial descriptions

In the opening lines and pages of the two novels, a kind of eloquence
can be seen. That is, both authors, in a brief form, refer to the overall
story of the novel. In the opening lines of The Gypsy Tribe an
atmosphere of chaos, uproar and commotion of the gypsies is depicted
while they prepare for the migration. This chaotic and tense
atmosphere is in perfect proportion to the troubled interior and
disturbed thoughts of the tribe leader and his confrontation with all
kinds of future challenges. In the opening pages of The Laugh Seller
Gypsy, as in The Gypsy Tribe, an image of the chaos and uproar of the
caravan and the restlessness of its leader is displayed, which has a
brief reference to its challenging adventures and ups and downs in the
future events.

3-3. Similarity in the title of the novel

While discussing about the multiple relationships of texts with each
other (Transtextuality) Gérard Genette refers to paratexts such as the
titles of literary works. In his valuable research, entitled Thresholds,
about the relationship between texts and the discussion of the impact
and influence of literary works on each other, he notes that the titles of
literary texts, as the begining of entry into them, are the first sign to
enter the discussion of impact and influence. Therefore, the deliberate
choice of the sign of gypsy in the title of two novels, by two authors, is
in fact the first threshold for the audience to enter the discussion of the
aesthetics of influence.

3-4. Correspondence in theme and content
Considering the realistic dimension of the two works, it can be said
that their content is a reflection of the political, social, cultural, ethnic
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and tribal issues dominating the society of gypsies in Romania and
Iran. Influenced by the social, political and cultural atmosphere of
their community, Stancu and Kermaninejad both present a more or
less identical picture of the state of the gypsies of their community. In
fact, the theme and content of the two novels are based on issues such
as otherness, ethnic and racial discrimination, humiliation, poverty,
inferiority and confusion of the gypsies.

3-5. Reflecting the effects of socialist realism in two novels

Considering the socialist realism style of both authors in their works,
dealing with the lower class, depicting the humiliating life and racial
discrimination of the gypsies have been emphasized a lot in the
narrative center of both novels. In the discussion of superior and
inferior, factors such as power, race, language, and gender affect the
determination of superior or inferior position. In both novels, the
perception that gypsies are inferior from the eyes of non-gypsy
communities stems from this attitude.

4. Conclusion

Examining the impact and influence of The Gypsy Tribe and The
Laugh Seller Gypsy from the perspective of Claudio Guillin's aesthetic
of influence theory show that both Stancu and Kermaninejad
influenced by social realism style had depicted a real picture of
poverty, ethnic and racial discrimination, displacement, confusion and
Jjj 111l ce tttt tttt aaee eee gy’’’ iife by eefccaigg eee ctttrra,,
social and political aspects .. eeeay”””””, aaaa ace ITrIr

the main and dominant discourse in the narrative center of both novels
is the otherness discourse of gypsies and their ethnic discrimination.
Also, correspondences in character and characterization, plot and
narration, story creations, similarity in introduction and opening
descriptions, correspondences in the vivid background of
displacement and racial discrimination, the description of the poverty
and inferiority of the gypsies, are among the most important signs of
the mutual influence of the two novels. Despite these common signs
rdd csssssssss  ss cttt ett add rrrm add uue oo Sceecsss rrrrr rry nn
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time, it can be assumed that Kermaninejad was influenced by Stancu
as a writer with a style and a leader in storytelling. But the discovery
of such intertextual relations in the light of the theory of aesthetics of
influence and the value-oriented approach of the influential text, show
the special creativity of Kermaninejad in narration. Firstly, Stancu
introduces gypsies and their displacement to the audience from the
perspective of victims of World War and the romantic essence of his
work is hidden in the background of the narrative. But Kermaninejad
depicts the life of gypsies with the color of pure love, and the romantic
essence of his story is visible in the background of the narrative. Also,
the use of different types of narrators in The Laugh Seller Gypsy, in
comparison with the monotonous use of omniscient narrators in The
Gypsy Tribe, concrete story creations, using the internal retrospective
style and using the style of consciousness of mind in parts of the
narrative are among the other aspects of Kermaninejad's creativity in
his narrative.
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