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Abstract

1. Introduction

There are countless concepts in the ideology of the ancient Iranians
that find new meanings in the light of the religious structure of
Zoroaster. So much so that understanding the ideas of the ancient
Iranians depends on knowing these concepts. Therefore, recognizing
the repetitive and organized concepts in the surviving works of this
period is a way to more accurately understand their worldview.

One of the most frequently used concepts in the studied texts is the
concept of "friendship”. Achieving the ideal Avestan world depends
on strengthening the army of friends. Therefore, Zoroaster tries to
provide a clear picture of the characteristics and traits of a friend while
stating the goals of friendship. This idea becomes clearer in its
evolutionary process from the Gathas to the late Avesta with the
spread of examples, and also provides more motivation for followers.

In this research, the concept of friendship will be examined as one
of the most widely used concepts in the intellectual system of the
ancient Iranians. Accordingly, after expressing the attributes and

* Article history:

Received 26 December 2021 Accepted 21 October 2022

Received in revised form 04 August 2022 Published online: 31 December 2022

Journal of Iranian Studies, 21(42), 2022 Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman
© The Author(s).

1. Graduate of Persian language and literature, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran. Email:
zeynabhosseini569@gmail.com


https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000

Journal of Iranian Studies, 21(42), 2022 64

characteristics of friendship that the studied texts (Avestan texts - old
and new - and Achaemenid inscriptions) emphasize, the role of
friendship and friends in creating the ideal Zoroastrian world will be
expressed.

2. Methodology

In this research, which was carried out in a descriptive-analytical
method, the surviving texts from ancient Iran (Avesta texts and
Achaemenid inscriptions) were examined and all the cases in which
friendship was mentioned were extracted. Then, the obtained
evidences were categorized based on the general idea of the Mazdaei
world view around the concept of friendship. Then the various
expressions of friendship were examined and the traits and
characteristics of each were analyzed based on the available evidence
and finally the results of the analysis were presented.

3. Discussion

In Zoroastrian ideology, the world is a constant battlefield of
good and evil, and man is the fighter of this battlefield. In the text of
The Datistan-1 Dinik, in response to the question, "Why are we born
andvwhat should we do in the world?”’lit is(stated: "Creation is to
properly fulfill the will of God and organize the infinite goodness of
the creatures.” (Mirfakhraei, 1369: 64-5) Therefore, the basis of the
teachings of Zoroaster and the leaders of the Behi religion is the
description of human self-work as the central member of this
structure. In the description of the duties of the people, Puryotkishan
say: Every person who reaches the age of fifteen should know whether
he is a friend of Ahura Mazda or Ahriman. Then they answer: One
should know that he is one of the friends and relatives of Hormazd
and the enemy of Ahriman, and he must fight with Divan for the
victory of Hormazd. (Jamasp J Asana, 1371: 7-86).
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Based on this, all the teachings of Zoroastrian religion are based on
the description of the mentioned duties. In the Gathas, a person's self-
work is an effort to attribute himself to the attributes of Ahura. In this
situation, in front of the sacred Ahurai force, there is a demonic force,
which, according to Bundahish text, is determined to "do witchcraft,
incite people to be friends with him and unfriend Hormazd, so that
they abandon the religion of Hormazd and adopt the religion of the
devil" (Dadagi, 2017: 119).

Therefore, regarding the Zoroastrian individual's self-reliance in
this dual meaning system, one of the most important teachings of
Mazdeism is to know a friend from an enemy.

3-1. Friendship in the old Avesta is expressed in two general
categories: Ahurai friendship and Ahrimani friendship.

3-1-1. Ahura's friendship: The meaning of Ahura's friendship is the
set of good qualities that a person strives to achieve the friendship of
Ahura Mazda and enter his eternal abode. Ahura's friendship can be
examined from four aspects:

A) Zoroaster's friendship: According to the examined texts,
Zoroaster is one of the friends of Ahura-Mazda and has attributes of
Ahura and hence he is familiar with the path of self-reliance of
Behdin. Therefore, it is not possible to follow this path without his
guidance. Therefore, the first step is to accept Zoroaster's friendship.
B) Friendship with Truth: Friendship with truth is one of the types
of friendship which, according to Gatha, is one of the special
attributes of Ahura Mazda. In Yasna 29, we see that the will of Ahura
Mazda is considered the same as truth (Gatha, 1384: 139) and in
Yasna 44, it is said that the attribute of truth is the same as
Zoroastrianism (ibid: 201) and it continues with Zoroaster's words that
he intends to become like Ahura Mazda through the truth (Ibid.: 155).
He states in Yasna 45 that he has found the way to know Ahura
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Mazda in truth (ibid. 209). Then he tries to guide others towards
Ahura Mazda by using his experiences.

C) Friendship with Ahura Mazda: When a person is characterized
by being true to Zoroaster and benefiting from his teachings, and this
attribute is manifested in his personality, he will be included in the
group of friends of Ahura Mazda. According to Yasna 31: Mazda
Ahura will bestow all his complete power and authority along with his
good qualities to the one who is his friend in thought and action (ibid:
159).

3-1-2. Demonic friendship: Throughout Zoroastrianism's teachings
and in parallel with the ideology that strives to consolidate the
foundations of Ahurai friendship, a kind of friendship can be seen that
seeks to cause disruption and destruction in the thoughts of the friends
of the truth. Therefore, by creating bad traits against good traits and
trying to deceive people, he tries to implement his ugly goals. In his
teachings, Zoroaster always warns his followers against these evil
people, and in Yasna 32, he criticizes people who harm people
through their wrong thinking and calls them friends of the e demon
(Pourdavoud, 1384: 161). The sign of these people is that they spread
anger and oppression among friends (ibid: 237) in order to destroy
friendship by this means.

3-2. Friendship in Yasna and Yashts: Friendship finds new
instances and examples in the late Avesta, and more ways to join the
group of friends are also introduced.

3-2-1. Friendship of Yazatas: In new beliefs, in addition to
Amshaspandans and the few number of Yazatas that we come across
in Gatha, we encounter countless Yazatas. These Yazatas are
considered friends of Ahura Mazda and therefore friends of Ahura
Mazda’s friends. As in Yasna 10, the holy plant Hum, is asked for its
friendship (Pourdavoud, Vol. 1, 1340: 172).
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In Yashts, the concept of friendship expands more. As for the first

time we come across the praise of "friendship” (Pourdavoud, vol. 1,
1377: 311) and we come across Yazatas to whom prayer creates
friendship (cf. Pourdavoud, vol. 2, 1377: 187) and Yazatas who guard
the health of friends (cf. ibid.: 376).
3-2-2. Sushyants and the role of friends in the great battle of the
end of the world: Among the other ideas raised in the examined texts
that are related to examples of friendship are the views about the end
of the world and resurrection. In the later Avesta, as a result of the
battle between the friends of truth and the friends of lies, references
are made to the end of the world, and the role of liberating the world
from demons and evil people is assigned to the friends of Ahura
Mazda (Sushyants).

Yasnai 70 describes these people who in their lives have always
tried to eradicate the lies and the followers of the devil and in this way
have reached the position of friendship with Ahura Mazda, say: May
we become Sushyants, May we become victorious, let us become
honorable friends of Ahura Mazda, we pure men who think good
thoughts, speak good words, behave with good deeds” (Pourdavoud,
Vol. 2, 1340: 9-108).

3-2-3. the friendship of Ahurai Fravashis: Among the other types of
friendship mentioned in the late Avesta, which is related to the idea of
the end of the world, is the friendship of the Ahurai Fravashis. Ahurai
Fravashis are the manifestation of good friendship, and therefore
praying to them is a sign of friendship. As stated in the case of 4
Farvardin Yasht (see: Pourdavoud, Vol. 2, 1377: 66).

3-3. Friendship in Vendidad: One of the notable texts of the late
Avesta is Vendidad, which is important in terms of the existence of
new perspectives on the concept of friendship. In Vendidad, for the
first time, details of the king Jamshid’s reign are presented, which
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shows the importance of friendship in the establishment of the
glorious era of the king Jamshid (cf. Darmesteter, 1384: 77).

One of those words refers to the adjective "Hajat rava-i" (whose
prayers are answered) which is achieved through good friendship.
Regarding this attribute, which is mentioned as one of the
characteristics of Ahura's friendship, there are expressions attributed
to Ahuramazda in Vendidad. In the conversation between
Ahuramazda and Aryaman, it is stated that Ahuramazda addressed
him: | bless you from the blessing of friendship that | gave to a pious
man; Removes need, turns famine into abundance, increases
abundance, turns sickness into recovery (lbid.: 280).

In the texts of the new Avesta, along with the objectification of the
concept of friendship, we come across new characteristics of
friendship in human relationships. (Darmesteter, 1384: 110).

According to the ideas presented in the Avestan texts, friendship is
a concept whose correct understanding and steadfastness in it leads to
the creation of an idealized Mazdaei world. Therefore, friendship and
persistence in fighting with unfriends is the self-work of every beh-din
person.

3-4- Friendship in Achaemenid inscriptions

In order to understand the role and position of friend and friendship
in Achaemenid thought, we start from the meaning of Achaemenid's
name. "Achaemenid" or "Achaemenish" (haxamani§) in ancient
Persian is composed of two parts; the first part haxa means friend
(Kent, 1395: 690) and the second part mani§ is from manah which
means to think (ibid. 656) and in general means "friendly".

Friendship in the Achaemenian inscriptions can be examined from
three aspects: first, friendship with truth, second, friendship with the
followers of truth, which leads to the third type, friendship with Ahura
Mazda.
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3-4-1. Friendship with truth: based on the beliefs reflected in the
Achaemenid inscriptions, the foundation of the political thoughts of
the Achaemenid kings is based on the principle that if the people of
the society are truthful and support truthfulness, they can stand against
their enemies. Therefore, seeking the truth as the foundation of their
thoughts has a prominent appearance in the inscriptions: "Dariush
Shah says: By the will of Ahura, 1 am in such a way that | am a friend
of truth, I am not a friend of untruth” (ibid. 456).

3-4-2. Friendship with the followers of truth: After expressing the
importance of friendship with truth, this time in terms of choosing a
friend, the king says that a good friend is someone who is adorned
with truthfulness. He also warns against friendship with a lying person
and considers him worthy of punishment. In Nagsh-e Rostam, he
expresses his adherence to this adjective: "What is right is my taste. |
don't like a lying man" (ibid: 456)

3-4-3. Friendship with Ahura Mazda: The achievements of this
friendship are that one's will aligns with the will of Ahura Mazda and
through this person the will of Ahura Mazda is fulfilled. Therefore,
until this friendship is established, the actions of the mentioned person
will always lead to victory. In the Susa inscription, "Dariush Shah
says that whatever | did, | did not do it in other ways, (rather) I did it
the way Ahura Mazda liked." Ahura Mazda was my friend; everything
I did was successful for me" (Ibid. 468).

4. Conclusion

In the Gathas, the concept of friendship is a basic idea that
Zoroaster teaches to his followers. According to these teachings, the
concept of friendship is as follows: 1- Friendship with
Ameshaspandan: Every Zoroastrian who wants to be happy and reach
the position of friendship with Ahuramazda has the duty to create
Ahurai traits in himself and to be friends with those traits. Friendship
with Ameshaspandan and praising them will strengthen them and
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strengthen the army of truth lovers. Among these attributes, the most
important is the attribute of Asha or truth. When a person adorns
himself with this attribute, his thoughts, deeds and words will be the
manifestation of Ahuraian friendship. Friendship with truth is the
prelude to friendship with other virtues of Ahura. 2- Friendship of
Zoroaster: Throughout the Gathas, there is talk of "friendship of
Zoroaster with Ahuramazda" and also "friendship of Zoroaster with
followers™. It also mentions the duties of Zoroaster and his followers
towards each other. According to the Gathas, Zoroaster is a friend of
Ahura Mazda and also a friend and benefactor of the people.
Therefore, following his commands will lead to friendship with
Ameshaspandan and living in the abode of eternal good.

In the later Avestan passages, along with the spread of the
teachings of the Zoroastrian religion, the duties of friendship and its
examples also increase, and except for the six Amshaspandans that we
encounter in the Gathas, we meet other friends, all of whom are agents
of Ahuramazda and therefore his friends. The concept of "the end of
the world and the great battle of the friends of truth and friends of
improbity" causes new friends to enter the Zoroastrian friendship
system, which we call: 1- Gods: The late Avesta mentions many gods.
Worshiping these gods involves friendship with them and will lead to
friendship with Ahuramazda. These are the friends and guardians of
Ahuramazda's friends. 2- The Faravahars of the virtuous: The
Faravahars of the virtuous are adorned with the attribute of friendship
of Ahuramazda and help their friends. 3- Another concept introduced
in the late Avesta is the concept of "Sushyants”. These people, who
have attained the attribute of friendship of Ahuramazda and are the
embodiment of good qualities, defeat both the liar and the lovers of
lies in the end of the world and drive them into darkness.
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The fate of the world is decided by the friends of Ahuramazda.
That is why the devil is trying to deceive them. Thus, throughout the
Avesta, along with the kind of friendship that leads to friendship with
Ahuramazda and his eternal abode, there is a kind of friendship
attributed to evil demonic wisdom that stems from the devil's will to
create enmity among the creations of Ahuramazda. The most
important feature of these is "deception”. Because they deceive both
themselves and their friends and try to deceive Ahuramazda's friends.
The followers of demonic friendship try to deceive them by spreading
anger, oppression and other evil traits among the people. Zoroaster
always warns his followers against this and calls on them to fight. The
worldview of the Achaemenid kings is based on the principle that
friendship with Ahuramazda leads to victory against the enemies and
the progress of the empire, and turning away from the friendship of
Ahuramazda leads to defeat and destruction. The concept of
friendship in their ideology is organized as follows: 1- "Friendship
with truth” (enmity with lies) 2- "Friendship with the friends of truth"
(enmity with the friends of improbity and their destruction) 3-
"Friendship with Ahuramazda”. The people of the society, especially
the king, are obliged to strive for the realization of the truth and to
protect themselves from lying in the process. They must also get rid of
friends of improbity and punish them. When friendship is spread with
truth and things are done on the basis of truthfulness, friendship with
Ahuramazda will come true and as long as this friendship stands,
Ahuramazda will be the guardian of the country's prosperity and the
king of “friendliness” will be the mediator of implementation of
Ahuramazda’s will. Attribution to the adjective "friendliness" is the
goal of the Achaemenid kings, as is evident in the literal meaning of
"Achaemenid" meaning "friendliness".
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