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Abstract

The events of Imam Reza stadium in Mashhad, after Iran's promotion to the 2022 World
Cup in Qatar and the subsequent cancellation of the friendly football match between Iran
and Canada in June 1401, once again invited political-military decision-makers to
intervene in sports. The purpose of this study was to explain the position of sports in
empowering political and military security. The present study was a qualitative (using
content analysis), applied (in terms of purpose) study. The statistical population equal to
the statistical sample included 13 experts in the field of political science and sports
sciences. .). The purposive sampling method (via snowball technique) continued until the
interview (using Delphi technique) with 13 individuals reached theoretical saturation. The
findings of the present study showed 24 concepts related to sports in providing military-
political security in eight categories: conflict resolution (4.56), regulation (4.30),
development of political economy (4.24), personal characteristics (4.21), national
cohesion and unity (4.18), peace building (3.98), empowering values (3.96) and public
peace (3.94). According to findings, sport has a function beyond the issues of
entertainment and recreation in modern society today. It seems that paying attention to the
emerging phenomenon of sports can alleviate many of the existential and challenging
threats to the national security of the Islamic Republic.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

The government is the main core of politics and political affairs, which seeks to
implement sovereignty over the society; the government has the necessary
facilities for this issue, and it continuously criminalizes and exercises material and
spiritual authority according to its own interests. Therefore, here it is meant the
policies of public planning, which the governments are the most important
custodians of, and it is like this that sport is also taken into the attention of the
governments because of the effects it has on the public sphere, so that through it
they can control the public sphere. Sports has sometimes consciously or
unconsciously accepted the leadership of official politics and ideology, and
sometimes it has become a tool and an arena for expressing opposition. Today's
sport is no longer just a physical activity, but depending on the atmosphere of its
formation, it has political, cultural, economic, etc. dimensions. The emergence of
new sports security challenges in the last decade, such as the refugees of athletes,
non-confrontation with the representatives of the Zionist regime, the presence of
women in stadiums, etc., have caused, on the one hand, the pressure of
international sports institutions on the Islamic Republic of Iran and specifically
on the federations, the National Olympic Committee and the Ministry of Sports
and Youth, and on the other hand, the conflicts of governance with some of these
issues have caused sports to appear as a double-edged sword to ensure the security
of the Islamic Republic of Iran; Stable security in Iran is more important due to
special national and regional conditions (Mohammadnejad et al., 2021). The
events of Imam Reza Mashhad Stadium after the promotion of the Iranian national
team to the 2022 Qatar World Cup, which exchanged national vitality with the
security challenge of the presence of women in football stadiums, and then the
one-sided cancellation of the friendly football match between Iran and Canada in
June 1401 once again raised the question that what are the functions of sports in
providing political and military security of the Islamic Republic? And how can
sports be used as a lever to strengthen this aspect of security?

Materials and Methods

The present study was applied in terms of purpose and qualitative in terms of data
collection (paradigm of interpretation). In interpretivism, folk knowledge is not dismissed
as non-scientific, but is a useful tool for explaining the events of daily life and
understanding the rich meanings that people give to their daily lives. In other words, those
meanings that people use in their daily interactions are hidden in their common
knowledge, and understanding their world is not possible except through the
understanding of common knowledge. The research sample was selected in a purposeful
way (via snowball technique). In this sampling strategy, the goal is to extract themes and
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core categories that include an ideal set of diversity. One of the reasons for using this
method is so that no one can claim that the researcher did not consider certain types of
cases (Rafiei et al., 2020). To estimate the sample size, the sampling process continued
until the theoretical saturation was reached. This means that by zigzag selection of the
interviewees and then their immediate implementation and analysis, this process is
repeated so much that no new findings are added to the previous classes. Therefore, the
present study reached theoretical saturation after 13 interviews, and the same number was
used as a study sample.
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Figure 1. The process of zigzag movement to reach adequacy in qualitative
sampling

Findings

According to the methodology, in the first round of Delphi method, among the 26
concepts, 1 concept was identified as a very insignificant indicator (increasing the
participation of people in political events), 1 debatable concept (strengthening political
identity) and 24 important and very important concepts. In addition, due to the semi-open
nature of the questionnaire, experts confirmed the quality of the questionnaire, which is a
sign of validity. In the second round of Delphi, all the results of the first round along with
the questionnaire were provided to the experts. According to the experts’ opinion, in the
second round, 2 indicators were recognized as less important indicators and the remaining
indicators were recognized as important and very important factors of sports in
strengthening political and military security.

The following figure also represents the experimental model of the concepts and
functions of sports on the strengthening of political and military security, which
was drawn and presented using the findings of the present study:
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Figure 2- Effective Concepts of Sport on Strengthening Military-Political Security
(References: Experts)

Conclusion

According to the study’s findings, it seems that the development of literature around the
function of the concept of sports in the development of political and military security can
solve some of the challenges that have arisen, such as the incidents at the Imam Reza
Stadium in Mashhad after ascending the 2022 World Cup. Policy men used sports as a
concept that helps in creating a safe image of Iran in the international arena. The present
study, by studying the field of national security and sports and using the Copenhagen
school, tried to explain the position of sports in two political-military dimensions. The
experience of other countries, along with the place of sports in the general stimulation and
mobilization of the public, especially the people of Iran, in some special sports such as
football, wrestling and volleyball, has led to Iranian athletes playing a strong role as
security ambassadors in reducing political and military tensions in Iran today. Therefore,
according to the present study’s findings, it is suggested:

1) Writing literature about the presence of Iranian women in sports stadiums in
order to convince a large part of the society and finally to convince the decision-
makers of the necessity of the presence of families in a safe sports environment.
2) Trying to use sports organizations and models such as famous football,
volleyball and wrestling figures as ambassadors to strengthen political-military
security.
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3) Using sports and sports events to strengthen the physical and mental strength
of the soldiers, especially the rejection of holding national and regional events
with the participation of the soldiers of neighboring countries.

4) Trying for sports "understanding" instead of military-political "confrontation”,
especially with Western countries and the United States at the head of them;
Sports is a low-cost and useful tool in diminishing hostilities and strengthening
interactions and finally diminishing the economic sanctions of this country against
Iran.

Keywords: National Security, Challenge, Geopolitics, Functioning
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Figure 1- The Process of Zigzag Movement to Achieve Adequacy in Qualitative
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Table 1- Demographic Results of the Study Sample
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Table 2 - Impressive Concepts of Sport on Military-Political Security (Source:
Study Sample)
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Figure 2 - Comparison of Effective Categories of Sport on Strengthening Military-
Political Security (Source: Study Sample)
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