Sport Management Studies Volume 14, No 76, 2023, Page 75-104

Research Paper
Designing the Model of Factors Affecting on Promotion of
Sports Diplomacy of Iran

S. Sh. Mousavi Gargari!, N. Benar?, Sh. Shafiei®

1. Ph.D. in Sport Management, Faculty of Physical Education and Sport Sciences,
University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran

2. Assistant Professor in Sport Management, Faculty of Physical Education and
Sport Sciences, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran

3. Assistant Professor in Sport Management, Faculty of Physical Education and
Sport Sciences, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran

Received: 2020/11/17 Accepted: 2021/02/28

Abstract

The purpose of this research was designing the model of factors effecting on promotion
of sports diplomacy of Iran. Present study in terms of purpose is applied and descriptive-
correlation. The Statistical population included current and former managers and experts
of National Olympic Committee and sports federations and professors and university
students of sports management, political science and international relations also athletes.
Samples were selected as purposeful and accessible. A researcher-made questionnaire was
used to collect data also face validity of questionnaire was confirmed by experts (16
people). Its reliability was estimated by using Cronbach's alpha test (0.95) and combined
reliability. Structural equation modeling was used in PLS3-SPSS24 software for analyze
data and investigating fit of model. Results indicated that effect of causal and contextual
and interventionist conditions on promotion of sports diplomacy (0.34), (0.37), (0.27)
were significant. Also, contextual and interventionist conditions on strategies (0.42),
(0.31) and effect of promotion of sports diplomacy on strategies (0.35) and strategies on
outcomes (0.70) were significant. Regarding situation of sports diplomacy in Iran,
although there has been a relatively growing trend over the years, there is still a
challenging path ahead. And executive organizations are still far from a comprehensive
and strategic vision and the implementation of strategic plans for the development of
sports diplomacy. Therefore, with constructive cooperation between organizations in
charge of sports in country and giving priority and using the potential of international
sports by these organizations, we hope to improve current condition and thus promotion
of sports diplomacy of Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Background and purpose

Today, the role of physical education and sports goes beyond just a physical
activity or entertainment. In other word, sport is one of the basic pillars in planning
of economic, social, cultural, political and diplomatic eras in societies (Sabaghian,
2015, 142). It can be said that, high popularity of international sports events has
provided a fertile situation for interventions of governments. In this strategy, sport
is a tool of governments to relate achievements and victories of country's
champions and athletes to their political-economic development (Eden, 2013, 2).
In order to systematize analysis and completion of existing knowledge in the field
of sports diplomacy, the purpose of this study was to design the model of factors
affecting on the promotion of sports diplomacy of Iran. With obtained results and
announcing it to the sports organizations in charge, a positive step can be taken to
promote sports diplomacy and consequently increase international interactions.

Materials and Methods

The present study is an applied and descriptive-correlational research. The
statistical population included current and former managers and experts of
National Olympic Committee and sports federations and university professors and
students in sports management, political science and international relations, and
athletes. The study’s participants were selected through the purposive,
convenience sampling method. A researcher-made questionnaire was used to
collect data. Face validity of questionnaire was confirmed by experts (16 people).
Questionnaires were distributed among 270 people and 263 questionnaires were
collected, of which 258 questionnaires were completely completed and analyzed.
The statistical return rate of the questionnaires was equal to 95%. . The
questionnaire consisted of two separate sections. The first part of the questionnaire
involved demographic characteristics and the second part was the main variables
of the questionnaire, consisting of causal conditions including public participation
and institutional support, contextual conditions including technology and
international, interventionist conditions including political and legal, economic
and social, axial phenomenon including sports diplomacy, strategies dimension
including software capability and strategic structural capabilities and hardware
and eventually dimension of sports diplomacy promotion consequences including
increasing international relations, economic development, national unity,
improving international prestige, promoting political status, developing power,
developing cultural interactions, avoidance of sanctions and isolation, peace and
friendship and negative dimension.
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In this study, Cronbach's alpha coefficients of the questionnaire were calculated
using SPSS software and the questionnaire had a reliability of (0.95). Structural
equation modeling was used in PLS3-SPSS24 software for analyze data and
investigate the fit of model.

Findings

The results in the confirmatory factor analysis section showed that in the field of
causal conditions, both components of institutional support (0.880) and public
participation (0.693) had a significant role in explaining causal conditions.
Moreover, in terms of contextual conditions, both international (0.929) and
technology (0.882) had a significant role in explaining contextual conditions.
Besides, in the interventionist conditions, all three components including social
(0.943), political and legal (0.927), and economic (0.854) had a significant role in
explaining contextual conditions. In addition, the components of strategic
software capability (0.978) and strategic structural capabilities and hardware
(0.955) had a significant role in explaining the dimension of strategies in
promotion of sports diplomacy of Iran. Eventually, components of increasing
international relations (0.931), economic development (0.917), national unity
(0.903), improving international prestige (0.900), promoting political status
(0.850), developing power (0.845), development of cultural interactions (0.834),
avoidance of sanctions and isolation (0.821), peace and friendship (0.774) and
negative dimension (0.267), respectively, play a significant role in explaining
dimensions of consequences of promoting sports diplomacy of Iran.

On the other hand, based on path analysis, it was found that causal conditions have
a direct, positive and significant effect on the promotion of sports diplomacy
(0.34) and explains their changes. Further, the results showed that the contextual
conditions have a direct, positive and significant effect on the strategies and
promotion of sports diplomacy and the values of 0.42 and 0.37, respectively,
explain the changes in this variable. In addition, the variable of interventionist
conditions has a direct, positive and significant effect on the strategies and
promotion of sports diplomacy of Iran and the values of 0.31 and 0.27,
respectively, explain the changes in this variable.

Moreover, the effect of promoting sports diplomacy of Iran on its strategies was
positive, direct and significant, and explains 0.35 of its changes. Finally, the effect
of Iran's sports diplomacy promotion strategies on its consequences was positive,
direct and significant as it explains 0.70 of its changes.

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public Licen



Mousavi Gargari: Designing the Model of Factors... 78

Conclusion

Regarding situation of sports diplomacy in Iran, although there has been a
relatively growing trend over the years, there is still a challenging path ahead.
Executive organizations are still far from a comprehensive vision and strategic
plans. In other word, capabilities of sport have not been used to improve
international relations. The reason can be lack of seriousness of sports in our
country's policy-making. However, it is ultimately up to the heads of country to
decide whether we want to resume, continue or cut off diplomatic relations
between countries, as well as it should not be considered ideal and far-fetched role
to sports in international relations. However throughout history, sports diplomacy
has proven its significant role in relations between societies. Therefore, with
constructive cooperation between organizations in charge and using the potential
of international sports by these organizations, we can hope for development of
current condition and thus promotion of sports diplomacy of Iran.
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1. Average Variance Extracted
2. Latent variable correlation
3. Fronleichram & Loker

4. T-values

5.R2

6. Q2
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Table2. Summary of indicators related to the research model
. RSV
O T 2 SO KA AR sla
R2 Cronbach’s CR .y Dimensions
alpha el
AVE
0.33< 0.60 < 0.70 < 0.50 < g
desired limit
(NS
0.890 0.861 0.907 0.712 < o
social
g_;“‘L*-“‘ o> Lﬁj)l
0.723 0.851 0.891 0.580 promoting political
status
el olasbis o3l
0.866 0.890 0.917 0.649 _increasing
international
relations
3
0.729 0.875 0.941 0.889 kel
economic
0.071 0.737 0.880 0.640 e
negative dimension
ledlopn i Sgun
0.810 0.926 0.944 e _!mproving
international
prestige
| .
0.863 0.776 0.858 0.614 oo
international
‘_goLa;.é‘ d._t.wy
0.840 0.788 0.865 0.619 economic
development
Sim b oMelss anwgs
0.695 0.804 0.871 0.629 development of
cultural interactions
0.715 0.721 0.832 0.568 o e
developing power
0.778 0.733 0.819 0.549 s
technology
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Table 1: Description of statistical sample

T AV KU N R AN e
R2 Crg?&?;h S CR ST ol Dimensions
AVE
0.774 0.770 0.853 0506 Sl
institutional support
lg33 9 2,25 5l (580
0.674 0.761 0.833 e avoidance of
sanctions and
isolation
PRy
0.694 0.934 0.944 0.588 Qﬁﬁ.)
strategies
0.859 0.771 0.849 0.544 S 5 ol
political and legal
RYSS Slae; bayly
Exogenous 0.811 0.861 0.570 contextual
conditions
bosx 0.591 0.276 0.575 e el
Exogenous causal conditions
0-599 0.837 0.900 0.751 spsgke
peace and friendship
EXO)O(::OUS 0.846 0.874 0.514 interventionist
9 conditions
158l 5 (clacabl
0.956 0.883 0.908 0.557 SIS0y S e
software capability
I8l sw clacalild
0.913 0.899 0.930 0.768 St SR
Hardware capability
-5 Liw
0.480 0.777 0.802 0.596 6‘?& GN.M.S’ .
public participation
0.816 0.812 0.865 0521 s 2y
national unity
0.546 0.897 0.929 0.765 (559 olelrd)
(sports diplomacy)
0.494 0.963 Dsted 0.504 (el
consequences
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1. Goodness Of Fit
2. Communality
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Figure2- Final research model (including R2 and T-values)
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Table3. Results of the final research model

Sbisegin oy g e o Jole 31 5,2 s
Significance T-values Path Relationship of each of Factors
Level Coefficient P
&l38le s S5l o bld < las pal,
0.001 186.071 0.978 -» Strategic software capabilities
Strategies
5 &Ll 590, Sl <= las al,
0.001 127.419 0.955 s
Strategies -» Structural and
hardware strategic capabilities
asly <= s .ol
0.001 12.745 0.703 St 7008

Strategies -» consequences
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Table3. Results of the final research model

Slbgsegion Ly g e Lo ole 31 58 A
Significance Path . .
T-values L Relationship of each of Factors
Level Coefficient

Hedlorm <= sl Ll
0.001 66.464 0/929 contextual conditions -»
international

S5PFSS <= lae; bl

0.001 41.225 0/882 »
contextual conditions -» technology
oo yoal, <= (glares) Lyl o5
0.037 2.088 0.427 g .
contextual conditions -» strategies
soleliad) (55950 00y <= laiey Ll
0.004 3.347 0.373 (39 _
contextual conditions -» Axial
phenomenon (sports diplomacy)
6oles culos <= e Lyl
0.001 21.915 0.880 causal conditions- institutional
support
ogee (B8 Lo < (e Lalps
0.001 7.337 0.693 causal conditions-» public

participation
olelod) (5570 o0y <= e ool b
0.001 4.422 0.346 (259
causal conditions -» Axial
phenomenon (sports diplomacy)
el <= Falslae Jolge
interventionist conditions -» social
olaidl <- Salzlae Jolse
0.001 23.745 0.854 interventionist conditions -»
economic
o yal, <= Salsloe Jolse
0.002 2.571 0.312 interventionist conditions -»
strategies

0.001 98.512 0.943
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Table3. Results of the final research model
‘5')|.>‘_.§;foc.|a.w sy & 0 3 yud L Jole 51 S o alayl,
Significance Path . .
T-values L Relationship of each of Factors
Level Coefficient
S8 5 ool <= Tzl alse
0.001 39.518 0.927 interventionist conditions -» political
and legal
loln) (g ppme oayay <= Falslae Lelse
0.051 1.967 0.274 (s
interventionist conditions -» Axial
phenomenon (sports diplomacy)
o yeal) <= (b9 (owladnd) (55570 ouy
0.001 3.326 0.352 Axial phenomenon (sports
diplomacy) -» strategies
ool ol L)) < laasly
0.001 33.870 0.850 Consequences -> promoting political
status
Sl lolin L2aldl < baowly
0.001 90.549 0.931 Consequences -» increasing
international relations
i d <- ladely
0.001 3.345 0.267 Consequences -» negative
dimension
el e Sg <= laoly
0.001 58.462 0.900 Consequences -»> improving
international prestige
solaidl axwgy <- laasly
0.001 58.228 0.917 Consequences -» economic
development
a8 I eled drsgd <- by
0.001 30.194 0.834 Consequences ->development of
cultural interactions
O ,ad 5 <- okl
0.001 33.718 0.845 78 Syt < Iy

Consequences -> developing power
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Table3. Results of the final research model

oo Tl oy & i g @ Jole 31 sy alasl

Significance Path . .
Level T-values Coefficient Relationship of each of Factors

9353 9 2,25 3l (5,99 < lawaly
0.001 32.148 0.821 Consequences -»> avoidance of
sanctions and isolation
9 9 geho <= Lol
0.001 24.756 0.774 Consequences -> peace and
friendship
o D9 < lassly

0.001 53.219 0.903 . .
Consequences -»> national unity
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