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Abstract

Team identification and sports fandom are among the most important predictors of aggression in
football fans as their impact varies according to the age of the fans. The purpose of this study was
to investigate the moderating role of age in relationship between team identification and sports
fandom with football fans’ aggression. The present study was a descriptive and correlational
research conducted in field method. The statistical population of study included Esteglal fans of
which 211 indivduals were selected as the sample. The research instrument consisted of five
standard questionnaires of Sport Fandom, Team lIdentification, Self-reported Aggressiveness,
Physical Aggression, and Verbal Aggression. In this study, the data were analyzed using variance-
based structural equation modeling. The results showed that Team Identification and Sports Fandom
had a significant positive effect on Self-reported Aggressiveness, Verbal and Physical Aggression.
However, age had a significant negative effect on Team Identification, Sports Fandom, Self-report
Aggression, Verbal and Physical Aggression. In addition, the effect of Team Identification and
Sports Fandom on Self-reported Aggressiveness, Verbal and Physical Aggression among the young
fans was more than middle-aged and old fans, as well as the effect of Team Identification and Sports
Fandom on Self-reported Aggressiveness, Verbal and Physical Aggression among the middle-aged
fans were more than old fans. Therefore, it is suggested that organizers of the football matches in
the country and the fan club of the teams can use the older fans to control the emotions of the younger
fans and reduce the fans’ aggression.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Fan aggression is a social problem that can be found at all levels of the sport, from
professional and amateur adult competitions to adolescent leagues that affects
athletes of all ages and in all sports fields around the world (Schaillée et al., 2019).
Team ldentification and Sports Fandom are among the most important predictors
of aggression in football fans (Rahmati et al., 2014; Wann et al, 2015) that their
impact varies depending on the age of the fans. Esteglal Club is one of the two
most popular football clubs in the country whose aggression of fans has
sometimes caused different problems for other clubs and fans. Therefore, the
purpose of this study was to investigate the moderating role of age in relationship
between Team Identification and Sports Fandom with aggression of football fans.

Materials and Methods

The present study was a descriptive and correlational research conducted in field
method. The statistical population consisted of Esteghlal Fans, 211 of whom were
randomly selected as statistical sample. The research data were collected using an
online questionnaire designed in the soccer sports groups. The research instrument
consisted of five standard questionnaires. Team identification was measured by
three-option Likert scale (Wann & Branscombe, 1993) ranging from 1 (low
identification) to 8 (high identification). Fandom was measured by the Sport
Fandom Questionnaire (Wann, 2002). The Sport Fandom Questionnaire contains
five-option Likert scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 8 (strongly agree).
Self-reported Aggressiveness Questionnaire (Toder Alon et al., 2019) consists of
three-option items ranging from 1(strongly disagree) to 10 (strongly agree).
Perception of Appropriateness of Fans' Aggression was measured by an
adaptation of the Fan Behaviour Measure (Rocca & Vogl-Bauer, 1999). The scale
estimates the appropriateness of verbal and physical aggression among sports
spectators. It consists of 12 items in five-option Likert scale ranging from 1 (very
inappropriate) to 5 (very appropriate) and includes two subscales: appropriateness
of verbal aggression (9 items) and appropriateness of physical aggression (3
items). In this study, the data were analyzed using variance-based structural
equation modeling using Smart PLS 3.2.8 software.

Findings

The results showed that Team Identification had a significant positive effect on
self-reported aggression (o = 0.524), verbal aggression (a = 0.248) and physical
aggression (o = 0.244). Age had a significant negative effect on Team
Identification (o = -0.134), self-reported aggression (a0 = -0.280), verbal
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aggression (o= -0.280), and physical aggression (o= -0.344). . Finally, the results
revealed that age had a negative moderating role in the relationship between team
identification and self-reported aggression (o = -0.171), verbal (o = -0.249) and
physical aggression (a = -0.169). The results of different age groups indicated that
in adolescents, team identification had a significant positive effect on self-
reported aggression (a0 = 0.658), verbal aggression (o0 = 0.695) and physical
aggression (a = 0.559). In middle-aged individuals, team identification had a
significant positive effect on self-reported aggressive (oo = 0.557) and physical
aggression (o= 0.212), while the effect of team identification among middle-aged
individuals on verbal aggression (o = 0.19) was not significant. Finally, among
older people, team identification had a significant positive effect on self-reported
aggression (a = 0.369) but the effect of team identification on verbal (o = 0.146)
and physical aggression (o = 0.091) was not significant. Besides, sport fandom
had a significant positive effect on self-reported aggression (a.=0.561), verbal (o
=0.260) and physical aggression (a. = 0.287). Age had a significant effect on sport
fandom (o = -0.151), self-reported aggression (o = -0.264), verbal (0=-0.275) and
physical aggression (0=-0.334). Finally, the results showed that age had a negative
moderating role in the relationship between sport fandom and self-report
aggression (o = -0.185), verbal (o = -0.236) and physical aggression (o =- 0.168).
The results of different age groups revealed that in adolescents, sport fandom had
a significant positive effect on self-reported aggression (o = 0.762), verbal
aggression (a = 0.699) and physical aggression (o= 0.619). In middle-aged fans,
sport fandom had a significant positive effect on self-reported aggressive (a =
0.579) and physical aggression (o = 0.233), but the effect of sport fandom among
middle-aged people on verbal aggression (o = 0)197) was not significant. Finally,
among older people, sport fandom had a significant positive effect on self-
reported aggression (o= 0.375) whereas the effect of sport support on verbal (o =
0.146) and physical aggression (o = 0.146) was not significant.

Conclusion

According to the findings of the study, increasing age leads to a decrease in team
identification and aggression. Therefore, it can be stated that as individuals’ age
increases, the relationship between team identification and aggression decreases.
In fact, as age increases, emotions decrease or emotions become more controlled.
The lower team identification leads to self-report, physical, and verbal aggression.
In this regard, Phillips et al. (2006) mentioned that adult and older fans exhibit
less aggression than younger counterparts and have greater internal control over
aggression using comforting strategies. Furthermore, age has a moderating role in
the association between supportive and aggressive self-report, physical and verbal
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aggression. According to the relationship between fandom and aggression,
aggression can be one of the symptoms, but with age increasing, the tendency for
physical and verbal aggression decreases. This can be due to the experience gained
by individuals, the reduction in arousal, and the desire to be relaxd.

Keywords: Team Identification, Sports Fandom, Aggression, Football.
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