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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to formulate and explain the conceptual model of
economic capacity development for sports in the country. This study is a systematic-
exploratory qualitative research with coding approach and structural-functional analysis.
Sources of data collection included two sections: human resources (managers, professors,
etc.) and information resources (scientific, library, documentary, media). Sampling in the
theoretical section (87 documents) and interviews (26 people) in terms of achieving
theoretical saturation and in the Delphi section in several stages (18 people) in terms of
reaching agreement between members and approval of the framework in a targeted
(judgmental) manner was done. The validity of the research tools and their results was
confirmed by controlling the competence of the selected sample, content validity by
experts, and the degree of agreement among the correctors. Based on the results, the
conceptual framework of the research included 6 levels, 17 perspectives, 38 dimensions,
and 81 analytical components. The six levels of the model consisted of national economic
system, the country's sports system, types of economic capacities, the process of managing
economic capacity, leading and developing economic capacity, and the factors that
determine the economic capacity of sports. Based on the research model, it can be stated
that if the utilization of economic capacities is realized at a suitable level, an appropriate
ecosystem for sports economics will be formed and favorable results (finance,
employment, etc.) for organizations and individuals will be formed. Have a trustee and
beneficiary. Practically, it can be mentioned that by modifying the common structure
between economics and sports, identifying and introducing empty economic opportunities
in sports, revival and empowerment of economic units in the field of sports and attract

1. Email: mo.reihani@yahoo.com
2. Email: salahdastoom@yahoo.com
3. Email: mrouhani@yahoo.com

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public Licen



Reyhani: Explaining the Conceptual Model of ... 220

private sector participation, the capacity of sport can be used for economic development
in practice. The study’s findings can be used by managers and experts of organizations (in
decision making and planning), researchers and university professors (in education and
research), entrepreneurs and market activists (in innovation and marketing), analysts and
media activists (in presenting content) in the field of sports.

Keywords: Sports Economics, Economic Model, Economic Growth, Sports Industry,
Economic Capacity.

Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

The economic crisis of the country has caused many issues of national
management and development to face serious challenges as little development has
taken place in most areas. Sport industry is one of the fields that despite the
existence of many economic capacities and capabilities, is still not considered as
an economic industry due to lack of proper management and necessary strategic
knowledge in this field (Sedigh, Hemmati Nejad, Gholizadeh, Shafiee, 2020).
Despite the rapid development of the sports industry and its position among the
top 10 industries over the world, this industry in lIran is not recognized as an
industry with a specific and systematic structure and market (Dastoom, Ramezani
Nejad, Sadeghi Boroujerdi, 2020). In the industrial classification system of Iran,
despite the potentials of generating major income as non-oil revenues for the
country and its employment-generating capacity, sport industry is not included in
the classification of industries. Lack of knowledge of sports as a separate industry
will lead to insufficient attention to the economic potential of this industry, and
this will cause some aspects of the sports industry to be faded and even remain
unknown (Rezaei & Salehipour, 2020). Therefore, it is obvious that in order to
take the first steps in this direction, it is necessary to draw a general plan in the
context of economic and industrial development capacities of sports. Therefore,
the purpose of the present study was to formulate and explain the conceptual
model of economic capacity development for sports in the country.

Materials and Methods

This study is a systematic-exploratory qualitative research with coding approach
and structural-functional analysis. Sources of data collection included two
sections: human resources (managers, professors, etc.) and information resources
(scientific, library, documentary, media). Sampling in theoretical section (87
documents) and interviews (26 people) in terms of achieving theoretical saturation
and in the Delphi section in several stages (18 people) in terms of reaching
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agreement between members and approval of the framework in a targeted
(judgmental) manner was done. The validity of the research tools and their results
was confirmed by controlling the competence of the selected sample, content
validity by experts and the degree of agreement of the correctors. Like other
researches, this study, had some limitations which were tried to be controlled
through other methods: 1- Lack of cooperation of some prominent academic,
economic and organizational individuals (use of additional information sources to
adjust this limitation); 2 - Lack of documented environmental information from
the system of economics and sports (use of examples and evidence of events to
adjust this limitation); 3- Different views from different people towards the
dimensions of the economic system of sports (using at least two people in each
specialty related to the subject to adjust this limitation).

Findings

Based on the results, the conceptual framework of the research included 6 levels,
17 perspectives, 38 dimensions and 81 analytical components. The six levels of
the model consisted of: national economic system, the country's sports system,
types of economic capacities, the process of managing economic capacity, leading
and developing economic capacity, and the factors that determine the economic
capacity of sports. The economic system consisted of four parts: Economic
structure, economic participation, economic development, and economic crisis.
The sports system included two sections: General areas of sports and special areas
of sports. The level of various economic capacities of sports, including these
sections: The conditions of economic capacity which were the creation of
economic capacity and the functioning of the economic capacity of sport. The
process of managing the economic capacity of sports consisted of three parts:
Economic capacity involving economic capacity building and exploiting the
economic capacity of sport. Factors determining the economic capacity of sport
included two general parts of ecosystem and systemic factors. Leading and
developing the economic capacity of sport included two parts: structural aspects
and functional aspects of development. The conceptual model expressed as the
framework of economic capacity analysis in sports with the national economy
approach first requires adapting the national economy system to the sport system
in terms of economic capacity, then adapting various economic capacities to the
sports system, as well as evaluation types of general and case economic capacities
in sports and identifying the factors that determine economic capacity in sports.
Then, it is necessary to evaluate the process of economic capacity management in
sports along with identifying the strategic capabilities and challenges of economic
capacity development in sports in order to determine the goals and needs of
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economic capacity development in sports. Therefore, appropriate strategies for
developing economic capacity in sports can be developed and defined for the
pattern of inter-organizational division of labor and the framework for monitoring
and evaluating the development of economic capacity in sports.

Conclusion

Based on the research model, it can be stated that if the utilization of economic
capacities is realized at a suitable level, an appropriate ecosystem for sports
economics will be formed and favorable results (finance, employment, etc.) for
organizations and individuals will be formed. Practically, it can be mentioned that
by modifying the common structure between economics and sports, identifying
and introducing economic opportunities in sports, revival and empowerment of
economic units in the field of sports, and attracting private sector participation,
the capacity of sport can be used for economic development in practice. The
study’s findings can be useful for managers and experts of organizations (in
decision making and planning), researchers and university lecturers (in education
and research), entrepreneurs and market activists (in innovation and marketing),
analysts and media activists (in presenting content) in the field of sports.

Keywords: Sports Economics, Economic Model, Economic Growth, Sports
Industry, Economic Capacity.
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