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ABSTRACT

Forensic linguistics refers to the scientific
study of the application of language for court
purposes. This interdisciplinary field of study
can be regarded as a sub division of applied
linguistics, which has been formed, based on
the individuals' needs to communicate legal
interactions. It needs theoretical linguistics to
determine the study of intended meaning of
the language in the court. The courts may need
to identify the written and spoken identity of
the accused persons through authentic studies.
Thus, this research investigated the criminals'
spoken and written authorship in the court
through Menamin's (2002) approach. This
study is conducted through descriptive
method and analysis of court documents to
arrive at the identification of the criminal
spoken and written authorship in the courts.
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Analyzing the two cases of written and spoken documents in the courts
revealed that spoken and written discourse markers might display the
identity of the criminal person. McMenamin's model was used to analyze
the criminal persons' linguistics and stylistics variables that lead to their
identification. These markers may be procedural steps like phonological,
morphological, semantic and syntactic clues that are unique among the
communities and even people in the context of the courts. Verbal and
non-verbal communications could be analyzed based on the proposed
model discussed in this study. The court clues could be matched with the
McMenamin's principles in discovering the criminal spoken and written
authorship. The implications of this study may help the interrogators,
judges and attorneys to do the job fairly.
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Extended Abstract]

The purpose of this study is to determine the spoken and written linguistic
styles of defendants, which leads to the description and recognition of
his/her linguistic characteristics. The theoretical framework of the study
is based on forensic stylistics (MacMenamin, 2002) which is defined as
the application of linguistic markers in legal contexts. This field focuses
on written and spoken recorded conversations, interviews, documents,
etc. In the circumstances of determining the identity of the suspected
author or speaker, an accused and unknown writing or statement is
compared with known writings or statements of one or more suspected
persons. Such an analogy is accompanied by the examination and
analysis of linguistic markers of all these writings or statements. To
achieve a correct analysis of the style, all stylistic markers are determined
in these documents. In studies of language stylistics, stylistic markers
are determined based on three characteristics, which are the standard
language, deviation from the standard language, and a variety outside the
standard language. Qualitative and quantitative analysis methods study
these markers and identify the individual or social styles of the authors
or speakers. McMenamin (2002) introduces some of these markers. For
example, text formatting, numbers, symbols, abbreviations, punctuation
marks, capitalization of letters, spelling method, word-making, syntax,
discourse, errors, corrections in the text, and frequent words or phrases.
In the present study, suprasegmental markers of tone and intonation,
pitch, stress, word repetition or clichéd expressions, ambiguous
utterances, unfamiliar words, the use of nicknames or proverbs, and
pauses in speech are added to the spoken markers. The results of this
analysis may lead to the determination of the similarity or dissimilarity
of anonymous and accused writings or statements with specific and
identified writings or statements and lead to the removal or identification
of one or more suspected authors and speakers. In addition, he (2002,
p. 173), introduces three analytical models to determine the author and
speaker's identity including the resemblance model (i.e., similarities
of discourse), consistency model (i.e., the repetitive occurrences), and
population model (i.e., the number of suspects).

The interaction between forensic linguistics and other interdisciplinary
fields of study has greatly helped to meet discourse needs (Aghagolzadeh,
2014). One of the applications of this field is in the area of law and court
exchanges that help linguists to discover the identification of defendants’
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speech styles and authorship. This may contribute to the investigation
processes in situations that are difficult to verify. Since forensic linguistics
is a new branch of applied linguistics that is studied in Iran, the present
study aims to analyze legal cases based on McMenamin’s (2002) theory
of stylistic variations in court exchanges as a challengeable task in the
Iranian court processes. In this regard, in a descriptive and analytical
research method, this study has examined the identification of criminals’
spoken and written discourse and explored their discourse markers
in spoken and written utterances. The research question asks whether
McMenamin’s (2002) approach could help the court to recognize
defendants’ written and spoken identification.

McMenamin (2002) has focused on forensic linguistics areas including
auditory phonetics, acoustic phonetics, the semantic interpretation
of speech, discourse analysis and pragmatics in the interpretation of
inferential meanings, the language of the law, courtroom language,
interpretation and translation, and identification of written and spoken
identity. The last area investigates cases in which defendants committed
verbal or written crimes such as defamation and document forgery that
harm individuals or organizations. Through the method of stylistics,
the identity of the suspected author or speaker can be determined. In
general, stylistics is the scientific study of linguistic patterns in spoken
and written language.

Analyzing the cases of written and spoken documents in the courts
revealed that spoken and written discourse markers might display the
identity of the criminal person. McMenamin's approach to forensic
linguistics was used to analyze the criminal persons' linguistics and
stylistics variables that lead to their identification. These markers may
be procedural steps like phonological, morphological, semantic, and
syntactic clues that are unique among the communities and even people in
the context of the courts. Verbal and non-verbal communications could be
analyzed based on the proposed model discussed in this study. The court
clues could be matched with McMenamin's principles in discovering the
criminal spoken and written authorship. The implications of this study
may help the interrogators, judges, and attorneys to do the job fairly.
Stylistic and structural markers can identify the suspect from among the
suspects by using the suspect's written or spoken identity recognition
continuum as well as checking the frequency of these markers. This only
requires the existence of forensic linguistics because a linguist alongside
the prosecutor can help prove the crime and provide strong evidence
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to the judge and lawyers. People's writing characteristics are like their
fingerprints and are represented in their writing. If these markers are
classified in an orderly and substantiated manner and conform to Iran's
legal situation, they may be used as identity recognition criteria in Iran's
legal courts. Identifying and classifying stylistic and structural elements
in the Persian language and its dialects is one of the challenges that
require extensive field research.
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