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ABSTRACT

Money laundering is considered as a by-
product of criminal activities having the
potential of destroying the integrity of financial
institutions ina country. Thus, itis necessary to
discover this crime and fight it. But the special
characteristics of this crime, including its non-
visibility, rhizomization of the space and ways
of committing, professional perpetrators, its
mobility and dynamicity, dispersion of danger,
being organized, and seeming to be without
victims. Therefore, we have to use secret
operations to discover this crime. Entrapment
can be mentioned among these operations,
having three features in the crime of money
laundering: 1) Gaining evidence against
money launderers and excluding them from the
cycle of criminal activity; 2) Arresting people
who are likely to have fraudulent intentions,
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these people will be prevented from committing crimes because of the
fearing that they may be the prey of these operations; 3) Through these
operations, criminal organizations have moved large amounts of cash
to use the services of money laundering companies, making it easier
for the officers to identify them. But an entrapment operation can be
successful when, in addition to entrapping real criminals, it also warns
potential criminals. Taking into account the economy and ethics of these
operations and their management and considering people's reaction to
them are among other characteristics of this kind of operations.
Keywords: Covert operations, Police, Entrapment, Economic Crime,
Money Laundering.
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Extended Abstract]

Money laundering is referred to as a process in which a person legitimizes
his/her illegal income with a series of actions. This crime has destructive
consequences for the country. Despite efforts at the international level
to fight money laundering, it is more common than ever because white-
collar criminals resort to complex structures to avoid detection due to the
low visibility of economic crime, the rhizomization of the space and the
methods of committing, being professional, mobility and dynamics of
the crime, dispersion of risk, being organized, and not being victimized.
They move their criminal activities to less regulated sectors outside
the banking system such as jewelry, antiques, gold, diamonds, and real
estate. It is almost conventionally impossible to know the true owner
of these assets even if the assets of this group of criminals are found.
So, money laundering processes have recently taken on new and wider
dimensions around the world. One of the most important problems
of the police is to prove the criminal origins of the disputed property.
Nowadays, everyone believes that law enforcement procedures should
go beyond their traditional passive approach in investigating crimes and
become more non-passive and preventive as organized crimes become
more complex and global and more financial resources are allocated to
them. Just as economic criminals do not refuse to use any new tools
to commit crimes, the police must be equipped with special differential
tools for crime detection. Accordingly, covert operations of entrapment
of perpetrators of economic crimes should be implemented to deal
with money laundering more effectively. These operations enable law
enforcement officials to penetrate a money laundering operation. The
operation then can be investigated and described from the inside. The use
of covert operations is usually justified by the fact that covert investigative
methods are often the best, most effective, and the only practical way
to obtain evidence for the pursuit and trial of perpetrators in the most
dangerous criminal organizations that are committing organized crimes.
This method has advantages such as obtaining evidence against money
launderers and removing them from the cycle of criminal activity because
criminal organizations move large amounts of cash to use the services of
money laundering companies through these operations, which will make
it easier for law enforcement officers to identify them. Other advantages
of this method include greater deterrence of crime (due to the greater
possibility of arresting criminals) and reduction of social risks and harms
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because some criminals tend to refrain from committing crimes in reality
when faced with a criminal request. Entrapment operations necessarily
involve some level of deception. The law enforcement officer who is in
charge of setting traps and plotting apparently participates in committing
the illegal activity in question in some cases. Besides, such operations
will require extensive financial resources to be implemented if they are
carried out to investigate the money laundering activities of large and
well-organized criminal organizations. Thus, the implementation of
the covert operations of entrapment will impose enormous costs. So,
entrapment operations should be economically justified and prevent the
wastage of police resources to be successfully and legitimately designed.
Moreover, ethical considerations must be observed in these operations,
the operation must be implemented with management and planning, and
the appropriate length of time to announce the end of the covert operation
must be considered. Law enforcement authorities should only be allowed
to incite people to commit crimes when they are suspected to have already
participated in criminal activity of a similar nature or intend to participate
in such activity in the future based on evidence. This means that there
must be a reasonable indication that illegitimate and illegal activities have
been exposed through covert operations. Suspicion of criminal activity
due to access to appropriate information must be asumed before starting
any operation. So, sting operations should only be implemented to arrest
people whose propensity to launder the proceeds of crime is clear to the
police or customs forces. The fight against money laundering cannot be
entrusted only to the private sector, including banks and other financial
institutions. People and NGOs have effective contributions in detecting
and reporting money laundering as well. So, special attention should be
paid to people's reactions in the implementation of these operations.
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