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Abstract
The deployment of innovation districts as a
key driver for the design and implementation
of regional development are widening, the
university at its best structural, behavioral and
functional form that could respond to the
needs of innovation district to enhance
regional development requires a
comprehensive  insight about elements,
interactions, and behavioral design in the
form of the fourth-generation university. This
type of university interacts widely with all
role players inside and outside of the area.
This paper aims to provide an insight into the
shaping process of the fourth-generation
university in the innovation district. Based on
reviewing 680 articles in the first step and
finally 162 articles in the fourth step in a
four-step screening approach, the
methodological approach of the study utilizes
a systematic review of the related literature
and considers different global looks,
dimensions, and multidisciplinary visions to
make final results. The results reveal that in
order to enhance regional development
through innovation districts, the innovation
district under anchor approach with the
fourth-generation university must have five
layers: (1) Institutional layer - fourth-
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generation anchorage aura (facilitation and
acceleration)- (2) Social layer - based on the
culture of innovation, media and open data —
(3) Infrastructure and urban layer — (4)
Geographical boundary layer of innovation
district (5) Anchor Institute (University in
Fourth Generation). This study also expands
our information about the requirements,
shaping process, and interaction of elements
in the innovation ecosystem. This study
finding prepare an overall insight for
Business, Urban, HEIs, and Economy
policymakers.
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