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Abstract 
One of the most important questions raised in the methodology of social 
science— as compared to natural science methodology— is concerned with 
the relationship between objectivity and reality. Max Weber was a well-
known social theorist of the twentieth century, who tried to find the best 
methodology for the social science research which had the characteristics of 
being objective and scientific. As a scientist, Weber conducted extensive 
research in various fields of law, economics, history, sociology, and 
concentrated his efforts on presenting a sound method for cultural and social 
science research. In fact, he is viewed as one of the influential pioneers and 
architects of the works on social sciences methodology. Weber's ideas as a 
methodologist of the cultural and social sciences have remained pertinent, and are 
still taken into consideration in methodological discourse. Thus, a score of 
scholars has examined and discussed the  nature of Weber's ideas on value 
freedom and the role of social science, and even  the usefulness of his ideas 
for the methodology of a given discipline (such as political science). Some 
have argued that social sciences should be value free, and the problem of 
researchers’ value-intrusion leading to inadequate objectivity ought to be 
addressed. In contrast, others have advocated all the methods in the social 
sciences that make social research more relevant to the social problems. In 
their view, since the value of social research is to be judged by its social and 
cultural utility, politically-motivated and politically-guided research can also 
produce valuable results and be scientifically worthy. 

In this paper, the author discusses Max Weber's methodology, 
particularly focusing on the concepts of value and objectivity. The primary 
research questions is, “How should one defend the objectivity of cultural and 
social sciences without using the positivist methods?” One can hardly 
disagree with the argument that social science research must be based on 
actual facts and reasoning, rather than guided by insufficient evidence and 
biased judgment. However, it is difficult to agree that the main goal of all. 
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social science research ought to be value-neutrality and objectivity. By 
adopting an analytical-descriptive approach, Weber’s relevant writings about 
‘objectivity’ and ‘value neutrality’ in the social science research are 
identified and analyzed by the use of qualitative conceptual analysis.  The 
goal was to examine the significance of Weber’s arguments on the 
methodology of the social sciences, and particularly his concepts of value 
freedom, value relation as applied to the sphere of politics, in addition to 
other pertinent aspects of Weber’s methodological position. Weber does not 
recommend indifference to political issues. The most important finding of 
this research is to show the relationship between the two concepts of value 
and objectivity in the study of politics, especially the role of political values 
in the research process. By separating the political value-relation of scholars 
from their political valuations, it would be possible to obtain scientific 
explanations in sociopolitical research.  
 
Keywords: Max Weber, Methodology, Objectivity, Politics, Value 
 
Declaration of conflicting interests  
The authors declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to the 
research, authorship, and/or publication of this article.  
 
Funding   
The authors received no financial support for the research, authorship, and/or 
publication of this article.  
 
ORCID iDs: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9201-3356 
 
References 
Aaron, Raymond. (2008) Marāhel-e asāsi-ye sayr-e andish-e dar 

jāmeʿeh’shenāsi (The Basic Stages of the Thought Process in 
Sociology), trans. Baqer Parham. Tehran: Elmi, 9

th
 ed. 

Abazari, Yusuf; and Saber Jafari Kafiabadi. (2017) "Max weber va 
monāghesheh-ye raveshi (Max Weber and Methodological 
Controversy)," Motālë’āt-e  jāmeʿeh’shenākhti (Sociological Studies) 5, 
22: 505-537, <DOI:10.22059/JSR.2018.71032>. 

Alem, Abdol-Rahman; and Mostafa Pandashtepour. (2019) "Max weber va 
ehyā-ye hākemiat-e siyāsi dar asr-e solteh-ye aghlāniāt-e abzāri (Max 
Weber and the Restoration of Political Sovereignty in the Era of the 
Dominance of Instrumental Rationality)," Faslnāmeh-ye siyāsat 
(Politics Quarterly) 50, 1: 191-210, <DOI:10.22059/JPQ. 2020. 
211734.1006857>. 

Ashraf, Ahmed. (1967) "Darbareh-ye ravesh-e jāmeʿeh’shenāsiye max 
weber (On Max Weber's Sociological Method)," Majaleh-ye Sokhan 
(Speech Magazine) 17, 7: 596-609. Available at:  https://ketabnak. com/ 
book/56545 (Accessed 30 March 2021). 

Ashtiani, Manouchehr. (2014) Max weber va jāmeʿeh’shenāsi-ye  shenākht 
(Max Weber and Sociology of Cognition). Tehran: Qatreh, 2

nd
 ed. 



 

 

824                                                                                                                           Mirkhoshkhou 

Beetham, David. (2012) Max weber va nazarieh-ye siyāsat-e modern (Max 
Weber and Modern Political Theory), trans. Hadi Nouri. Tehran: 
ghoghnos. 

Brubaker, Rogers. (2016) Marz’hā-ye aghlāniat (The Borders of 
Rationality), trans. Shahnaz Mosamiparast. Tehran: Ketab Parseh. 

Bruun, Hans Henrik. (2007) Science, Values, and Politics in Max Weber’s 
Methodology. Burlington: Ashgate.  

Elesti, Kayvan. (2012) "Max Weber, Heinrich Rickert va tamāyoz-e miān-e 
oloom-e ensāni va oloom-e tabi-ʼi (Max Weber, Heinrich Rickert and 
the Distinction between Humanities and Natural Sciences)," Jostār’hā-
ye falsafi (Philosophical Essays) 10, 1: 85-106. Available at:  
https://pi.srbiau.ac.ir/article_3239.html (Accessed 10 April 2021). 

Eliaeson, Sven. (1990) “Influences on Max Weber's Methodology,” Acta 
Sociologica 33, 1: 15-30, <DOI: 10.1177/000169939003300102>. 

Freund, Julien. (2004) Jāmeʿeh’shenāsi-ye max weber (The Sociology of 
Max Weber), trans. Abdol Hossein Nikgehar. Tehran: Totia  

Hughes, Stuart. (1990) Agāhi va jāmeʿeh (Consciousness and Society), trans. 
Ezzatollah Foulavand. Tehran: Islamic Revolution Education 

Jalalabadi Rovari, Abbas. (2012) "Ravesh’shenāsi-ye max weber; barresi-ye 
enteghādi-ye mabāni (Max Weber's Methodology; A Critical Review of 
Basics)," M’arefat-e farhangi  ejtemāʿi (Sociocultural Knowledge) 4, 2: 
97-122. Available at:  http://marefatefarhangi.nashriyat.ir/node/141 
(Accessed 10 April 2021). 

Jamshidiha, Gholamreza; and Zainab Nadi. (2018) "Barresi-ye aghlāniat-e 
arzesh’shenākhti va chegoneghi-ye hosool-e ān dar andisheh-ye max 
weber (Investigation of Value Rationality and How to Achieve it in 
Max Weber's Thought, Analysis of the Gray Area)," Majaleh-ye 
jāmeʿeh’shenāsi-ye  Īrān (Iranian Journal of Sociology) 20, 3: 58-24, 
<DOI:10.22059/JSR.2018.68229>. 

Masoudi, Ismail; and Saeed Zahid Zahidani. (2016) "Tahlil-e obzhektiviteh-
ye max weber dar parto-ye falsafe-ye este’lā-i kānt (Analysis of Max 
Weber's Objectivity in the Light of Kant's Transcendental Philosophy)," 
Majaleh-ye jāmeʿeh’shenāsi-ye  Īrān (Iranian Journal of Sociology) 18, 
4: 53-81, <DOI:20.1001.1.17351901.1396.18.4.3.7>. 

McCarthy, George E. (2001) Objectivity and Silence of Reason: Weber, 
Habermas, and the Methodological Disputes in German Sociology. 
New Brunswich and London: Transaction Publishers. 

———. (2009), Dreams in Exile: Rediscovering Science and Ethics in 
Nineteenth Century Social Theory. New York: State University of New 
York Press.   

Mirkhoshkho, Amineh. (2015) Rābeteh-ye ravesh’shenāsi va mafhoom-e 
zanānegi; delālat’hā-ye ān barā-ye dānesh-e siyāsi- ejtemāʿi (The 
Relationship between Methodology and the Concept of Femininity; Its 
Implications for Political-Social Knowledge), PhD thesis, Faculty of 
Law and Political Science, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. 

Paya, Ali. (2018) "Weber va poper va ravesh’shenāsi-ye oloom-e ejtemāʿi 
(Weber and Popper and the Methodology of Social Sciences: A 



  

Politics Quarterly, Journal of the Faculty of Law and Political Science, 52 (3) 2022        825 

Comparison from the Point of View of Rationality of the Critic)," 
Majaleh-ye jāmeʿeh’shenāsi-ye  Īrān (Iranian Journal of Sociology) 20, 
2: 26-64, <DOI:10.22034/jsi.2020.43310>. 

Popper, Karl. (1991) Mantegh-e ekteshāf-ye elmi (The Logic of Scientific 
Discovery), trans. Hossein Kamali. Tehran: Scientific and Cultural 
Publications. 

Ringer, Fritz. (1997) Max Weber's Methodology: the Unification of the 
Cultural and Social Sciences. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 
Press.  

Sharafi, Mahbobe. (2018) "Negareshi bar ravesh’shenāsi-ye max weber va 
kārbord-e ān dar motālë’āt va tahghighāt-e tārikhi (A Perspective on 
Max Weber's Methodology and its Application in Historical Studies and 
Research)," Tārikh negāri va tārikh’negari (Historiography) 19, 3: 93-
116, <DOI:10.22051/HPH.2014.825>. 

Turner, Jonathan H., et al. (1998) The Emergence of Sociological Theory. 
Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 

Weber, Max. (1904/1949) “Objectivity in Social Science and Social Policy,” 
in Edward A. Shils and Henry A. Finch, eds. The Methodology of Social 
Sciences. New York: Free Press. 

———. (1906/1949) “Critical Studies in the Logic of the Cultural Sciences: 
A Critique of Eduard Meyer’s Methodological Views’ in Edward A. 
Shils and Henry A. Finch, eds. The Methodology of Social Sciences. 
New York: Free Press. 

———. (1917/1949) “Value Freedom: The Meaning of Ethical Neutrality,” 

in Edward A. Shils and Henry A. Finch, eds. The Methodology of Social 
Sciences. New York: Free Press. 

———. (2005a) Eghtesād va jāmeʿeh (Economy and Society), trans. Abbas 
Manouchehri, et al. Tehran: SAMT. 

———. (2005b) Din, ghodrat va  jāmeʿeh (Religion, Power and Society), 
trans. Ahmad Tedin. Tehran: Hermes. 

———. (2013) Ravesh’shenāsi-ye oloom-e ejtemāʿi (Methodology of Social 
Sciences), trans. Hasan Chavoshian. Tehran: Nashr-e markaz. 

 
 

 

 

This article is an open-access article distributed under the 
terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 
(CC-BY) license. 
 

 


