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Abstract

Various scholars in universities and research centers have conducted studies
on the nature of political system of the Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI); and
some political experts consider the IRI as an authoritarian regime. In this
article, we use the theory of Juan Jose Linz to assess the authoritarianism of
the Islamic Republic, given that Linz was perhaps the first scholar to offer a
coherent theory of authoritarianism based on his field studies of the
contemporary political regimes. He also had looked at the case of Iranian
regime. Using the method of qualitative conceptual content analysis, we
examine and evaluate the degree of adaptation of authoritarian components
in Iran from the perspective of Linz. The hypothesis of this research is that
Jose Linz’s theory on the ternary components of authoritarianism is unable
to explain the political structure of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The main
goals of this study are twofold: a. to assess the place of the Islamic Republic
in the classification of types of political regime; and b) to give an unbiased
and appropriate answer to those who classify Iran’s regime in the category of
authoritarian political entities. Few studies have critically examined the
relationship between the Islamic Republic and authoritarianism.

The findings of this study show that the components of Linz's
authoritarianism do not apply to the Islamic Republic. According to Linz, the
components of authoritarianism are the concentration of power, limited
political participation, and ideology. Political power in the Islamic Republic
of Iran is distributed between the people and the Supreme Leader, who is
able to exercise most of his powers with the help of natural or legal persons,
or public entities. The leader must make decisions based on the interests of
the people and in consultation with experts. The leader's decisions must be
made in accordance with the law, but in case of an extraordinary situation
(such as foreign invasion or other emergencies) he can have emergency
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but after the urgency has passed, he must act in accordance with the official
provisions of law again. Limited participation in the Islamic Republic has
been assessed on the basis of the strict supervision of the Guardian Council
(GC) over elections by approving or disqualifying candidates, and claimed to
be for the purpose of the allocation of sovereignty to a particular faction or
group. This claim is incorrect, because sovereignty belongs to the people in
the Constitution, and the GC and other bodies which oversee the elections
have to work in accordance with the election law, and are not authorized to
favor one faction or group over the others. The Guardian Council has been
tasked with vetting of candidates through a qualification process to ensure
that they have the requirement for qualification as enshrined in the
Constitution (such as loyalty to the Constitution and believe in Islam, and so
on), and it has no veto power. The use of the indicator of ideological
governance for the measurement of authoritarianism in the IRI also has two
major drawbacks: the rejection of alternatives and the lack of a platform for
individual talents to flourish. According to the second principle of the
Constitution of the IRI, human dignity and freedom must be ensured through
continuous ijtihad as well as the use of human knowledge and experience.
Thus, the ground is prepared for the flourishing and diversity of individual
talents. For example, in the preamble to the constitution, provisions are
included to allow for the use of human experience to facilitate people's
relationship to administrative obligations. In the general policies of the
Sixth Development Plan, the creation of e-government has been prioritized
to improve the quality of governance and cope with bureaucratic
impediments. In the field of economic activities and fundamental freedoms,
government officials and bureaucrats have been obliged to observe laws and
regulations in various articles of the constitution, and other legal documents.
The authors show the incompatibility of the Linz’s components of
authoritarianism with the case of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and argue that
the IRI has a mixed political system of government. They also claim that
coordinated government has had a place in the history of political thought,
and is philosophically justifiable. Co-governance (shared-governance) is the
principle of collective authority and agency, and is a valuable counterpart to
democracy.

Keywords: Authoritarianism, Concentration of Power, Islamic Republic of
Iran, Juan Jose Linz, Limited Political Participation

Declaration of conflicting interests
The authors declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to the
research, authorship, and/or publication of this article.

Funding

The authors received no financial support for the research, authorship, and/or
publication of this article.

ORCID iDs: https://orcid.org/0009-0003-3173-2896



628 Omidi et al.

References

The Holy Quran. [in Arabic]

Abrahamian, Ervand. (1993) Khomeinism: Essays on the Islamic Republic.
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Alidoost, Abolghasem. (2009) Figh va maslahat (Islamic Jurisprudence and
Expediency). Tehran: Institute of Islamic Culture and Thought. [in
Persian]

Arendt, Hannah. (2015) Totalitarizm (Totalitarianism), trans. Mohsen
Selasi. Tehran: Nashre sales. [in Persian]

Arista, Mohammad Javad. (2001) Tashkhisse madahat-e nezam
(Recognition of the Expediency of the System). Tehran: Cultural
Institute of Contemporary Knowledge and Thought. [in Persian]

Beheshti, Seyed Mohammad. (2002) Azadi, harjo'marj va zor’gohi
(Freedom, Chaos, and Coercion). Tehran: Nashre bogh ‘eh. [in Persian]

(2011) Mabani-ye nazari-ye ghanoon-e asasi (Theoretical
Foundations of the Constitution). Tehran: Nashre bogh‘eh. [in Persian]

Brooker, Paul. (2000) Non-Democratic Regimes. London: Palgrave
Macmillan.

Brownlee, Jason. (2007) Authoritarianism in an Age of Democratization.
New York: Cambridge University Press.

Feirahi, Davood. (2015) Figh va siyasat dar lIran (Jurisprudence and
Paliticsin Contemporary Iran). Tehran: Nashre Ney. [in Persian]

Islamic Consultative Assembly, General Directorate of Cultural Affairs.
(1985) Sorat-e mashroh-e mozakerat-e ghanoon-e asasi (Detailed
Minutes of the Discussions of the Constitutional Review Council).
Tehran: Public Relations of the Islamic Consultative Assembly. [in
Persian]

. (1990) Sorat-e mashroh-e mozakerat-e shura-ye baz negari-ye
ghanoon-e asasi (Detailed Minutes of the Discussions of the
Constitutional Review Council). Tehran: Public Relations of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly. [in Persian]

Hampton, Jane. (2010) Falsafe-ye siyas (Political Philosophy), trans.
Khashayar Deihimi. Tehran: Tarhe no [in Persian]

Haywood, Andrew. (2010) Moghadameh-ye nazariyeh-e siasi (Introduction
to Political Theory), trans. Abdolrahman Alam. Tehran: Ghomes. [in
Persian]

Iman, Mohammad Taqi; and Mahmoud Reza Noushadi. (2011, Fall-Winter)
"Qualitative Content Analysis,” Ayar-e pazhohesh dar oloom-e ensani
(Research in the Humanities) 3, 2: 15-44. Available at:
http://pajohesh.nashriyat.ir/node/62 (Accessed 18 January 2020). [in
Persian]

Islamic Parliament Research Center of the Islamic Republic of Iran. (1979)
Congtitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Available at:
https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/133613 (Accessed 22 April 2021). [in
Persian]

Javadi Amoli, Abdollah. (2006) Nasim-e andisheh: majmo ‘eh-ye porsesh va
pasokh'ha az ayatollah javadi amoli (The Breeze of Thought: A




Palitics Quarterly, Journal of the Faculty of Law and Political Science, 52 (3) 2022 629

Coallection of Questions and Answers from Ayatollah Javadi Amoali).
Qom: Markaz-e nashre esra. [in Persian]

Karakog, Jiilide. (2015) Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Before and
After the Arab Uprisings. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

King, Stephen J. (2009) The New Authoritarianism in the Middle East and
North Africa. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press.

Khomeini, Sayyid Rohollah. (1991) Sahifeh-ye Imam: majmo ‘eh-ye
rahnamod’ ha-ye imam khomeini (A Collection of Imam Khomeini's
Guidelines). Tehran: Ministry of Islamic Guidance and the
Organization of Cultural Documents of the Islamic Revolution. [in
Persian]

Levitsky, Steven; and Lucan A. Way. (2010) Competitive Authoritarianism:
Hybrid Regimes after the Cold War. New York: Cambridge University
Press.

Linz, Juan J. (2000) Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes. London: Lynne
Rienner Publishers.

Linz, Juan José; and Houshang Chehabi. (2001) Nezam'ha-ye soltani
(Sultanistic Regimes), trans. Manouchehr Sabouri. Tehran: Shirazeh. [in
Persian]

"Matne kamel-e layehe-ye barnameh-ye tose® (Full Text of the Bill of the
Sixth Development Plan)," (2016) Payegah-e ettela resani-ye dolat
(Government Information Website) (dolat.ir)
https://dolat.ir/detail/281959 (Accessed 15 June 2021). [in Persian]

Mohseni, Farid. (2016) Hoghogh-e asasi-ye jomhori-ye islami-ye Iran
(Constitutional Rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran). Tehran: Imam
Sadegh University Press. [in Persian]

Momen Qomi, Mohammad. (1425) The Divine Provinces of Islam or the
Islamic Government. Qom: Mo’aseseh-ye al-nashr al-Islami. [in
Arabic]

Morrow, John. (2005) History of Western Political Thought: A Thematic
Introduction. London: Palgrave Macmillan.

Motahari, Morteza. (1998) Majmo ‘eh-ye asar-e ostad shahid mottaheri (A
Coallection of Works of Ostad Shahid Mottahari). Tehran: Sadra. [in
Persian]

Popper, Carl. (2001) jame ‘eh-ye baz va doshmanan-e an (Open Society and
its Enemies), trans. Ezzatollah Fooladvand. Tehran: Kharazmi. [in
Persian]

Sadr, Seyed Mohammad Bagqir. (2008) Eghtesad (Economics). Qom: Bostan-
e ketab. [in Persian]

Tabatabai, Seyed Mohammad Hussein. (2009) Baressi’ ha-ye eslami (Islamic
Sudies). Qom: Bostan-¢ ketab. [in Persian]

@ This article is an open-access article distributed under the
@ terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution

(CC-BY) license.



