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Amin Maalouf writes in French language; however, due to growing up in an environment of
high cultural and linguistic diversity, he is widely acquainted with the components of the
civilization of different ethnic groups, especially the Oriental ones. The purpose of this
paper is to focus on four selected works by Maalouf , namely Crusades from the
Perspective of Arabs, Leo Africanus, Samarkand, and Gardens of Light. While drawing
upon intertextual approaches, this study pursues what sources have inspired the author’s
writing; how these influences are manifested in the structure or content of his works; what
changes the author made in the original forms, and, subsequently, what similarities and
differences can be found between the mentioned texts; and finally, what motives and
purposes does his method of writing accomplish. The research findings establish the
relationship between Maalouf’s works and religious texts of the Qur'an, the Bible, and the
Torah, as well as works such as the book Al-A'tbar and Al-Kamil Fi Al-Tarikh.
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