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Examining literary texts based on the characteristics of a particular school and their
relationship with one another in comparative studies unveils the applicability of different
characteristics of that school in diverse places, times, spaces, and cultures. Gothic is a
school that conveys terror, ambiguity, and mystery and has inspired the creation of many
works in the world in every era. Examining the fictional works of this school in different
countries indicates differences and commonalities in the artistic and literary understanding
of different writers from this school. Ahmad Saadawi, a contemporary Iraqi writer, created
the novel Frankenstein in Baghdad under the influence of the novel Frankenstei n by the
English writer Mary Shelley. Both novels can be checked and adapted based on the Gothic
components proposed by Robert Harris. Consequently, the current research aims to examine
the most prominent components of the school in question in the two novels by adopting a
comparative approach and studying the influences of Mary Shelley on Saadawi in order to
show the similarities and differences between the two works beside exploring the features of
Saadawi's innovations. The findings of the research show that Saadawi’s novel was formed
in an effective correlation of free adaptation type with Frankenstein, because he has taken
the idea and character of the monster from the original source based on free adaptation and
has used it for a narrative in a new space, place, time, culture and with new characters.
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