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Ritual Drinking of Wine as a Modified Form of
Drinking Blood of the Sacrifice

Ayoob Omidi
Ph.D. in Persian language and literature, Shahid Beheshti University

Ritual drinking of wine is rooted in the rite of sacrifice and is a modified form
of blood drinking. Over time, the blood drinking ritual has been replaced by
the wine drinking. There is an association between blood and wine, and red
wine is more similar to the blood of the sacrifice than anything else. According
to what is mentioned in Persian narrative poetry texts, due to the importance
and position of the kings, wine drinking was often held in their memory. After
the kings, there were heroes in whose honor the most wine drinking rituals
were held, because they were supporters of royal glory, national independence
and defense of people against foreigners. Recommending to drink wine in
memory of heroes and elders (before war and after death) is an invitation to a
ritual, and it has an effect on their afterlife destiny and is the cause of attracting
the spiritual and spiritual power of wine drinkers. The present research, by
using descriptive-analytical method and referring to Persian narrative poetry
texts (written till 7th A.H. century), attempts to show that ritual drinking of
wine is a modified way of drinking the blood of a victim in primitive rituals.
The results of the research show that collective wine drinking in battlefield
and banquet of kings, heroes and elders is a kind of non-bloody offering to the
spirit of the departed; collective wine drinking leads to longevity, health and
prosperity. It causes the spiritual union of wine drinkers with the soul of the
departed.

Keywords: The Rite of Sacrifice, Blood Drinking, Wine Drinking, Persian
Narrative Poetry Texts.
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