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1. Introduction

One of the most famous Persian chronicles is Jami al-Tawarikh by
Rashid al-Din Hamadant (died in 718 AH). Mohammad Qazvini has
described Jami al-Tawarikh as unique and similar in the introduction
to the textual criticism of Tarikh-i Jahangushay (cf. Juwayni, 1991).
This unique chronicle, written around 710 A.H., as the title of the
book suggests, includes the history of different ethnic groups.
Mohammad Roshan performed textual criticism of many parts of this
book and printed them in separate volumes such as the history of
Oghuz (2005), the history of the Seljuk (2007), the history of the
Isma'ili state (2008), and the history of Iran and Islam (2013).

The section “History of Iran and Islam’, published in three volumes -
two volumes in prose and one volume of the description of the
versions indexes published by Miras-e Maktub Publications, has
frequent errors. Also, in some places, some words were illegible for
the proofreader, and therefore, in the corrected text, they have been
either replaced by dashes or dots, or were left blank.

Based on Jami al-Tawarikh translated version, Majma' al-Tawarikh,
this article shows the correct form of some of these errors and reads
some of the unread words. As Roshan stated, Majma’ al-Tawarikh was
his basic version for performing textual criticism of Jami al-Tawarikh.
Mohammad Reza Ghiyasian introduced this version, kept in the
Archive and Library of the Topkap1 Palace Museum (Topkap1 Saray1
Miizesi), Turkey, under Reg. No. 1653, in the article “An Illustrated
MS of A Work by Rashid al-Din and Hafiz Abru at the Library of the
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Topkapi Palace (Hazine 1653)”. (cf. Ghiyathian, 2016: 35-36).

The authors of the Archive and Library of the Topkapi Palace
Museum manuscript are two famous historians of the llkhanid and
Timurid eras, i.e. Rashid al-Din Hamadani and Hafiz-i Abru, authors
of Majma" al-Tawarikh. The author of the pre-Islamic history section
of this manuscript is Hafiz-i Abru, and the author of other sections is
Rashid al-Din Hamadani. In other words, Hafiz-i Abru has removed
the pre-Islamic history section of Jami al-Tawarikh and replaced it
with his own materials. As Ghiyasian believed "the Hazine 1653
version can be considered as a version of Jami al-Tawarikh, whose
pre-Islamic history is made up of Hafiz-i Abru’s Majma' al-Tawarikh"
(Ghiasian, 2016: 32). The value and importance of this section lies in
the fact that it is written in the handwriting of the author, Hafiz-i
Abru.

2. Methodology

The method in obtaining the correct form of some of the errors of
Jami al-Tawarikh (section Iran and Islam history) and correcting and
completing the blank areas is to compare the mentioned text with the
transliterated version of Jami al-Tawarikh, published by Miras-e
Maktub Publications. In addition to the translated version, references,
in some cases, have been made to two manuscripts titled Tarikh-e
Hafiz-i Abru ([1s Léls % U), kept in the National Library of Iran
under the Reg. No. 1575F and 92F which are exactly the same as
Majma' al-Tawarikh.

3. Discussion

In performing textual criticism, critical editors more or less suffer
from errors/slips and misreading. In Jami al-Tawarikh (section Iran
and Islam history) textually criticized by Mohammad Roshan, the
critical editor has read some words as incorrect. In addition, some
words were illegible for the critical editor, hence, left blank in his
edited version.

a. Unread words

Words that were illegible for the critical editor of Jami al-Tawarikh -
both in prose and in Persian and Arabic verses that the author quotes
from poets and writers before him like Ferdowsi, Yusuf bin Thaghri
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Bardi, Sheikh Attar, etc. - can be observed.

To find these illegible words, sometimes unpunctuated, one can
consider the possible forms of these words or refer to other positions
where the same word is punctuated and legible. For example, the
Turkish word "mangula™ means the leader of an army; in the Topkap1
Palace Museum version, it is not punctuated [79] and the critical
editor of Jami al-Tawarikh has left it blank. (cf. Rashid al-Din
Hamadani, 2013: Vol. 1/490). This word is found in other places -
also in Jami al-Tawarikh - and based on those places, the blank space
of this word can be completed in the mentioned page. (cf. Rashid al-
Din Hamadant: 2013: 1/549, 747).

b. Erroneous words

In Jami al-Tawarikh (section Iran and Islam), the wrong words can
be seen both in Persian and Arabic prose phrases and in Persian and
Arabic verses quoted by poets like Nizami Ganjai, Ferdowsi, Imam
Ali (a.s.), and in Magamat-e Hamidi. In recovering the correct form
of this error, in addition to the recording of the Topkapi Palace
Museum version, poets' Divans and works of writers whose verses
have been quoted on the occasion will be useful. What could have
caused errors and misreading, in addition to the lack of punctuation of
the words or the carelessness of the scribe in putting the dots in their
place is the unclear drawing while writing some similar letters such
as "s" and "2" in the Arabic script, words such as the incorrect "dls 5"
in an Arabic verse (cf. Rashid al-Din Hamadani, 2013: 1/436), the
correct recording of which, according to the Topkap1 Palace Museum
version [70] and the manuscript "Tarikh-e Hafiz-i Abru" ( &éls & )b
5d), "asls " means black ant.

Another example is the incorrect phrase "> 5 23« " in a verse
quoted from Ferdowsi's Shahnama. (cf. Rashid al-Din Hamadani,
2013: 1/107). The correct recording of this phrase, according to the
translated version, is "<& 5 55 ", (cf. Rashid al-Din Hamadani and
Hafiz-i Abru, 2019: 18). “<” is "the fragrant compound of a thorn
tree that grows in Arabia and is one of the components of the holy
oil" (Hawkes, 1998: 290).

It is interesting that the recording of "<& 5 3 " in the Shahnama
edited by Jalal Khaleghi Mutlagq is in the form of "% (i3, " and "
<38 5 54" is not seen in any of the fake versions (cf.: Ferdowsi, 1996:
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43). In the article "Rashid al-Din and Shahnama”, Melville writes: "in
the published version of Roshan, there are poems imitating
Shahnama, which are not found in Shahnama, nor in Tarikh-i
Bal'ami, etc."” (as cited in Ghiyathian, 2020: 182).

4. Conclusion

From the review and criticism of Jami al-Tawarikh. (section Iran and
Islam history) edited by Mohammad Roshan, we come to the
conclusion that the number of erroneous words in this work is
relatively high. The number of unread words is also significant. The
non-punctuated form of some of the words in the corrected version
has caused these errors and shortcomings to appear in the corrected
text. Therefore, it seems necessary to review and correct Jami al-
Tawarikh again.

Keywords: Jami al-Tawarikh, Majma' al-Tawarikh, Textual
criticism, Text comparison/contrast.
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