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September 26, 2022 Jameh Mosque of Naein, as one of the mosques of the early centuries,
along with Jameh Mosque of Fahraj, Tarikhaneh Temple (Mosque) of
Damghan and the early Jameh Mosque of Isfahan, has always been of
concern for researchers in the field of the architectural history of this
country. This mosque is one of the magnificent and valuable buildings
of the Islamic architecture in Iran and has experienced extensive
changes during its lifetime. What is now provided to the observers of
this building is different from what its original architects intended. The
ancient nave of this mosque is one of the parts that have undergone the
most physical-spatial changes. Unlike the plastering decoration of the
mosque, which has always been in the focus of researchers in this field,
the roof structures and the process of physical-spatial changes in this

Jameh Mosgque of mosque are not sufficiently studied. The objectives of the present study
Naein, Physical-spatial = are to recognize the structure and architecture of the altar as well as to
changes, Ancient study and analyze the process of physical-spatial changes in the ancient
veranda, Ceiling of the | veranda and the effects of these changes on the Jameh Mosque of
altar Naein. The research method is documentary and interpretive-

historical. While conducting in-depth interviews, it was attempted to
analyze the data through documentation and objective observation. It
should be noted that some documents used in this study have been
published for the first time. The results showed that the ceiling of the
altar in the ancient veranda is of a corbel type. In the 8" century AH,
the height of this veranda changed; with the construction of the eastern
and western counter ceilings, the height of its arches increased. Since
then, as a result of this physical change, the visual effect of the altar to
locate the direction of the Qibla has become weaker and damaged. The
study reduced the uncertainty in the field of the historical layers of this
mosque, which have been neglected so far.
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Jameh Mosque of Naein, as one of the mosques of the early centuries, along with Jameh Mosque
of Fahraj, Tarikhaneh Templeof Damghan and early Jameh Mosque of Isfahan, has always been
favored by researchers in the field of architectural history of Iran. This mosque is one of the
magnificent and valuable buildings of the Islamic architecture in Iran and has experienced
extensive changes during its lifetime. What is now provided to the observers of this building is
different from what its original architects intended. The ancient nave of this mosque is one of the
parts that have undergone the most physical-spatial changes.

The research method is documentary and interpretive-historical. During in-depth interviews,
attempts were made to analyze the data through documentation and objective observation. It
should be noted that some documents used in this study have been published for the first time. In
this research, after the position of the mosque was examined in the neighboring context and the
physical spaces of the mosque were evaluated, the ceiling of the altar in the old veranda was
analyzed structurally and architecturally. Considering the nature of the research, it was important
to examine the documents including texts, sketches, maps and pictures. They formed the basis of
the documentary analysis.

sion

Based on the newly obtained documents about the restoration of the altar cover of Nain Mosque
in 1968, including some pictures and an interview with master Farzani, a local architect who is
part of the restoration team of this project, it was found that this dome was in the form of a two-
shell dome. Unlike the previous examples where the patakane was used in the form of a squinch
for closed and semi-open spaces, the squinch of this altar has a structural shape and serves as the
inner shell of a two-shell dome in a rectangular-shaped plan. In this patakane, with the horizontal
and vertical expansion of the domes, which is the result of the systematic combination of the
matching arches and the creation of stepped spaces under the structure, the squinch area has been
expanded to the entire space under the dome and has found a new nature in the form of the inner
shell of the dome. In the two sections that were prepared from this vault in 1968, the outer shell
was not stretched; only the inner cover was constructed with the patkaneh vault. During the
restoration interventions of 1968, after the remnants of the previous shell were removed, in order
to protect the existing inner arch, a structure with the current design with less weight was built on
it. In the previous veranda of the Jameh Mosque of Nain, the middle opening leading to the altar,
on which this patakane cover is located, was designed to be wider and higher than the two side
openings. One of the advantages of the dome over the arch is its size and height, which creates a
visual difference through differentiating the shape of the dome from the adjacent arches and thus
automatically creates a visual effect in the surrounding environment. It also establishes the
direction of Qibla for users who enter the mosque from any of the entrances. In addition, the nature
of the dome is centripetal; therefore, in the inner space of the dome, the role of the altar and the
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dome on it is geometrically decisive. Without it, it would be difficult to find the Qibla direction.
After the construction of the girdle, there were changes in the physical structure of the previous
veranda by an increase in the height of its vaults, which interfered with the function of the visual
effect of the dome of the mosque. In order to strengthen the extension of the Qibla and draw the
attention of the worshipers to its direction, the altar of the mosque, which was dim, was decorated
and plastered. So, the altar and the dome on it in a hierarchy were considered the end point of the
central organization. This dome placed the middle opening of the previous nave in the center of
attention and made it the most important element of the composition of this side of the courtyard.
Following the physical transformations of the 8th century of the lunar calendar and the increase in
the height of the arches of the previous veranda, as it can be seen today, this function of the dome
is disturbed, and the sky disappears behind the long vault of the veranda. At the same time as this
increase in height, the wider middle opening leading to the altar enclosure in the previous veranda
is closed by the construction of a vault with kalil arch and creating a platform-like space, but it
disrupts and destroys the visual effect and view of the stucco altar from the side of the courtyard.
In addition, due to the location of Jameh mosque of Nain on the side of the historical road from
Isfahan to Yazd and the mosque's enclosure in the surrounding dense fabric, the dome of this
mosque as an urban landmark has a visual effect in the urban fabric and makes it visible to
newcomers to the city. There was previously a sign of the presence of a mosque on the side of this
road.

The results of the study reduced the uncertainty about the historical layers of this mosque; the parts
have been neglected. This finding regarding the history and physical background of a work of
architecture is a prerequisite for any kind of practical action on its structure such as conservation
and restoration. In this research, unlike previous studies, part of the structure of the mosque in the
former veranda was directly analyzed. Future research can focus on the vaulted structures of the
other parts, such as the northern porticos, the western veranda, and the new veranda.
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