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ARTICLE INFO Extended ABSTRACT
Article History: . ACKGROUND AND OBIJECTIVES: In traditional Iranian architecture, the courtyard
Received 2020/07/13 serves an important purpose of providing a secure and private space for family
Revised 2020/09/16 i activities. This is based on cultural and ritual practices that prioritize creating an enclosed
Accepted 2021/02/02 ‘and protected environment that is not visible to outsiders. Based on the definition of
Available Online  2022/12/31 ithe relationship between open spaces and closed spaces, Iran’s traditional residential
{architecture is classified into two types: extrovert and introvert. In both extroverted and
Keywords: introverted types, the formation and quality of open spaces have been affected by natural
Open Space i conditions and social and cultural factors. During the second Pahlavi period from 1961 to
Residential Buildings 1971, the construction of modern houses and residential complexes became popular in
Tabriz Architecture iIran, which ultimately caused a complete transformation in the relationship between open
EU”IU"E and closed spaces in Iranian residential architecture, and as a result, the role and function of
cology

i open spaces in residential buildings changed completely. Compared to traditional housing,

ithe nature and function of open spaces in modern residential buildings has undergone

i significant changes. In traditional housing, open spaces were meant for communication

i with nature and provided a secure and private area for family activities. Therefore, this
e e oo gresearch deals with the qualitative investigation of open spaces and the identification of
i the relationship between culture and the environment in residential open spaces, and the
i analysis of residential buildings in Tabriz city.

ETHODS: This study has an applied purpose and its methodology is based on a

descriptive-analytical approach. The information required to extract the theoretical
frameworkandidentify the components affecting the open spaces of the residential building
i was collected using the bibliographic and document method. Moreover, in order to collect
the required data in the field studies, two methods of questionnaire and observation were
i used. To evaluate the open spaces of residential buildings from the perspective of residents
iof Tabriz city, a questionnaire was designed based on a five-point Likert scale. Taking into
faccount the statistics published by Iran Statistics Center, the number of households in
i Tabriz is 563,660, of which 518,187 live in Tabriz. Therefore, the statistical population of
i this research is equal to 518,187 people, assuming that every household owns a house.
§Taking into account the number of households living in the sample areas, which is equal to
1634 people, and the people who were able to answer the questionnaire, the sample size
i was calculated using Cochran’s formula, and the questionnaire was distributed among 196
i residents. The sample spaces of the research were selected purposefully and according to
ithree different models of current urban housing in Tabriz city. These three patterns are:
apartment (south-north), residential complex, and tower. AVE and CR methods were used
i to measure the reliability and validity of the research.

Number of References

46

Number of Figures

6

(" INDINGS: The physical components of the study were evaluated and the top six

Number of Tables {0 indicators with an average score of more than 3 were identified as follows: 1) enjoyment
8 $(3.92), 2) signs (3.53), 3) intersections (3.49), 4) natural elements (3.46), 5) pollution (3.42),

fand 6) boundaries (3.02). Additionally, in the section related to perceptual components,
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?the two indicators of mobility and unreal spaces had the highest average of 3.46 and 3.36,

i respectively. In terms of emotional components, the results analysis showed that only
i the precognition index had an average higher than 3, while the excitement index had an
i average of 2.99, which is close to the centrality index. Comparing the total average of the
indicators across the three components, it can be concluded that the physical component
i with a total average of 2.98 is ranked first, followed by the emotional component with a
i total average of 2.25, and finally the perceptual component with a total average of 1.85
ranked last.

ONCLUSION: The main users of this research, which aim to identify the factors that

influence the quality of residential open spaces from a cultural ecology perspective,
are architects and landscape designers. The research findings offer valuable insights for
i these professionals to enhance the open spaces of residential environments. Considering
i that a complete framework for evaluating and measuring the quality of open spaces in
i residential buildings has not yet been defined, one of the main achievements of this
research is to empower experts and designers to better understand the environmental
i and cultural characteristics of open spaces in residential buildings; which will be effective
i in increasing the quality of open spaces in the house. This research showed that physical-
i functional components and emotional components play an effective role in increasing the
gquality of open spaces and there is a direct relationship between the aforementioned
i components. According to residents, the quality of residential open spaces is greatly
i affected by the physical-functional structure (physical indicators) and cultural identity is
i created by paying attention to emotional and social concepts (emotional indicators) in
i residential open spaces. Giving consideration to cultural symbols, signs, and historical
memory of residents, as well as ensuring a sense of security, liveliness, and vibrancy, can
i enhance the cultural aspect of open spaces in residential areas.

i HIGHLIGHTS:

i - Physical - functional components and emotional components played a more effective
role in increasing the quality of open spaces.

i - Paying attention to the cultural symbols and signs and the historical memory of the
i residents along with paying attention to the sense of security, liveliness and vitality
strengthens the cultural aspect of residential open spaces.
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Desirable housing from the point of view of cultural ecology
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Fig. 1. Factors affecting desirable housing in terms of cultural ecology
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Fig. 2. Land use, the current situation of Tabriz city (Naghshe Mohit consulting engineers, 2013)

Fig. 3. Dispersion of residential context in the north of Tabriz city
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Table 1. Features of research

Samples Residential E SoufherniApartment ~ Northern Tabriz Aseman Valiasr Aftab
Complex Niavaran 4 Apartment Towers Towers
Niavaran 5 Yaghchian
Number of buildings 3 Fo1 e 1 14 7
Number of units 36 ' 18 10 928 623
Number of parking lots 48 27 10 1006 851
Common area 232 74 42 74128 41195
Occupancy level 014 h is" [EHT Pl - 17: . W 8740 4932
The area of green space 35 22 12 N 23035 3200
Number of floors 6 9 5 18 12
Type of residential unit 2 & 3 bedrooms  2bedrooms 2 bedrooms 2 & 3 bedrooms 2 & 3 bedrooms
The size of residential units 140 & 160 m? 135& 145 m? ©135m? 112 to 224 m? 120 to 250 m?
Number of population 120 people 64 people Y peo_ple 3500 people 1920 people
Facade materials Marble and Granite  Black Travertine Stone  Firebrick and Stone Travertine and Marble and
Granite Travertine
Floor materials Mosaic Mosaic & Grass Mosaic Asphalt, Grass and Asphalt
Cobblestones
Wall materials No Walls Granite White Stone No walls Brick Walls
Floor dimensions 12.5 * 25 meter 8.4 * 14.5 meter 5.75* 7.5 meter 280 * 320 meter 80 * 120 meter
The height of the walls No Walls 2.8 meter 3.2 meter No Walls 4 meter

Green cover

It has decorative
boxwood and

Ornamental plants and
lawns among mosaics

It has two gardens
with short sparrow

It is only grassed
and has very short

It has very thin
single trees of

Majnoon willow and a miniature cedar tongue trees shrubs different types
Vision From the outside to It does not exist from It does not exist It has a very There is no view
the inside, it is the outside to the from the outsideto  beautiful view from  from the outside
good, but on the inside, and only the sky  the inside, and from the outside tothe  to the inside, and
contrary, it has is visible from the the inside to the inside, and from the the view from the
limitations inside due to its outside is possible inside to the inside to the
southern location by opening the door outside, the outside is also
to the width of the horizons of vision  possible towards
street continue to distant the sky
distances
Entrance Ramp and two Glass parking door Two door hinges for  provided by local It is possible
stairs pedestrians and access through the city
riders gate
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Table 2. Architectural Documentaries and pictures of research samples

The name of the Year of
building construction
Niavaran Residential 2016
Complex
Southern Apartment 2015
Niavaran 4
Northern Apartment 2011
Yaghchian
Tabriz Aseman Towers 2000 - 2002
Valiasr Aftab Towers 1999 - 2002 1 i

Table 4. The results of the reliability test of the
measurement model according to the research

variables
Variable Cronbach's 7Com£ite7 f
alpha coefficients reliability (CR)
Physical components 0.824 0.789
Perceptual components 0.848 0.844
Emotional components 0.906 0.892
@i gladly
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Architectural Documentaries

Pictures

Table 3. The results of the validity test of the
convergence of the measurement model according to
the research variables

Variable Average Variance (AVE)
Physical components 0.5089
y Perceptual components 0.5896
~ Emotional components 0.7142
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Table 7. Statistical analysis of emotional component
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indicators Table 5. Statistical analysis of physical t
Indicators The Variance Standard Average able s. statistica a_na ySISO physical componen
Correlation Deviation indicators
Coefficient Indicators The Variance Standard Average
General 0.648 0.84 0.841 1.11 Correlation Deviation
feelings Coefficient
Memories 0.821 0.75 0.765 1.95 Range 0.965 0.66 0.736 2.02
Fantasies 0.741 0.68 0.732 1.84 Walls 0.856 0.75 0.765 2.36
Foreknowledge 0.841 0.74 0.701 3.51 Motion flow 0.865 0.65 0.865 2.46
Dreams 0.713 0.72 0.763 1.95 Place of pause 0.798 0.84 0.841 2.89
Failures 0.625 0.83 0.801 1.46 Borders 0.954 0.65 0.824 3.02
Depression 0.701 0.56 0.666 2.63 Disport 0.902 0.84 0.765 3.92
to have 0.635 0.67 0651 271 ~_Sound 0.842 0.89 0.874 2.89
security Smells 0.639 0.74 0.732 2.26
The sense of 0.654 0.74 0.632 215 Intersections 0.765 0.65 0.825 3.49
power A L L " signs . 0.863 0.88 0.715 3.53
Ownership 0.635 0.73 0.7657 2.34 " Pollution 0.799 0.74 0.801 3.42
Fear 0.735 0.80 0.747 2.287 7Naturaﬁ b 0.865 0.73 0.765 3.46
Anxiety 0.714 0.81 0.847 2.48 Elements
Excitement 0.784 0.84 0.772 2.99 N
Cheerfulness 0.632 0.76 0.765 2.65 Syl baddgo
Mental states 0.535 0.56 0.684 2.15
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Table 6. Statistical analysis of perceptual component

indicators
Indicators The Variance Standard Average
Correlation Deviation
Coefficient
Maps 0.923 0.81 0.832 1.64
Euclidean 0.904 0.68 0.899 1.72
Geometry
Perspectives 0.832 0.71 0.811 1.92
Metaphors 0.784 0.65 0.734 1.87
Schematic 0.687 0.87 0.865 1.01
Designs
Neo-Euclidean 0.725 0.82 0.747 1.03
Geometry
To be mobile 0.832 0.78 0.767 3.46
Unreal Spaces 0.864 0.79 0.812 3.36
Forces 0.754 0.65 0.765 1.35
Environmental 0.651 0.77 0.841 1.10
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Table 8. Comparison of total component averages and
rankings
Indicators Total Number of Rank by
Average indicators average
Physical 2.98 12 1
component
Perceptual 1.85 10 3
component
Emotional 2.25 15 2
component
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Fig. 5. Comparison of indicators of triple components in terms of average

Fig. 6. Relationship between the physical, perceptual and emotional indicators of the open spaces of residential
buildings from the point of view of cultural ecology
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