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§va|uab|e to understand the importance of comprehending the sense of place, including
i cognitive processes and analyzing the factors that contribute to this perception. This
iarticle challenges the notion that regional features are solely determined by weather
fand conducts an analytical study in two distinct regions in Iran to examine the impact of
regional factors on the sense of place. The sense of place, in general concept, means the
i different quality of perception of the space through living and being in the space, which
ican convert a space into a place. The place, with all of its unique features, belongs to a
special territory that creates its own region and habitat, which is distinct from other places.

ETHODS: The objective of this study is to examine how regional factors impact the
H sense of place. The research focuses on two categories: the natural-geographical
ienvironment and the human-made environment. The goal is to identify which regional
ifactors have the greatest influence on the sense of place. This study is a qualitative
i phenomenological survey that employs an existential (third-person) approach and a
;fcomparative analysis method. The study involves field research conducted in the historic
idistricts of Rasht and Yazd cities. According to the research subject, initially, the literature
iwas reviewed, and previous studies were examined. Subsequently, with the aid of field
iresearch and an existential approach, the significant factors influencing the sense of
i place were illustrated in a descriptive manner. Fundamental descriptions of research are
§extracted in a documentary method and then obtained results are compared with the
i outcomes of field studies that involve direct observations and interviews with individual
i or group participants. In fact, the discrepancy in comprehension of humans from a place is
i the most significant concept of this article, and we can perceive the reasons by recognizing
%ef‘fective factors on comprehension. This research, in a theoretical method, depicts that
i personal characteristics and environments are pivotal factors in human comprehension.
i The aim of our study is to compare the impact of regional factors and the built environment
i on the sense of place. For this purpose, we have chosen two different regions in Iran: Rasht
%and Yazd. These cities have a rich historical background and are known for their cultural
i heritage. These cities were selected since they are good examples of places where the
i sense of place has been preserved over time and is deeply rooted in the collective memory
i of the local community, according to experts. For compiling the conceptual model of the
iresearch, the researchers reviewed the descriptions, concepts, and opinions of experts
gand researchers and universal experiments on the subject of the sense of place to select
ithe criteria and sub-criterions for this article. According to the opinions of the majority
iof experts, the sense of place can be identified in three dimensions: somatic place,
i functional system, and connotation. Considering the holistic concept of the region, which
%encompasses the habitat and the entirety of a geographical area, including its culture
iand social values, it is evident that the region influences everything from social norms to
i cultural practices and habits.

https://dx.doi.org/10.30475/isau.2022.191454.1249

* Corresponding Author:
Email: khakpour@guilan.ac.ir
Phone: +98(911)3315928



https://orcid.org/0009-0000-2738-4380
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7854-2801

Exploring the Impact of Regional Factors on the Sense of Place Daghighi Masoule, G.; Khakpour, M.

Extended ABSTRACT
[

: [CINDINGS: According to studies of this research, the formation of the sense of place
can be identified in three dimensions: somatic, functional, and connotation. Effective
i somatic characteristics that contribute to the sense of place are derived from spatial
i constraints and encompass a range of factors, from building and architectural elements
i to furniture. The second category that can affect the sense of place is the functional
gsystem, which is influenced by the residential and urban living requirements as well as
§socia| and cultural needs, resulting in different activities and various urban usages. The
i sense of place can be influenced by these various functions. The third group, referred to
i as connotation, encompasses both tangible and intangible meanings that interact with
§the physical surroundings and biological characteristics, as well as normative meanings
§that are influenced by individual and social values. After that, the research focuses on
! identifying the most influential factors of the region on the sense of place, which in turn
 affect the related sub-criteria. These factors include spatial constraints such as horizontal
and vertical elements, connectors, openings, and fixed furniture. Furthermore, the
region can influence the organization of residential, commercial, collective, cultural, and
 religious activities, as well as intuitive meanings, and can also affect the tangible features
i of the place, such as the adaptability of elements to atmospheric conditions, decorative
gelements, visual background, dominant materials, somatic characteristics of the place,
i and the scent of natural native elements. The symbolic normative meanings influenced by
i the region include semiology, tales and fables, inclination towards urban gatherings, the
i presence and activity of individuals on a daily or occasional basis, accessibility to all age
and gender groups, social control, security, and the existence of social and public activities.

ONCLUSION: According to a comparative assessment of these factors in the historic
H district of Rasht and Yazd, it can be stated that the factors of the region that recreate
i the sense of place have diverse appearances in somatic characteristics, functional systems,
i and connotations in each of the studied areas. By taking into account the paradigm of this
i research and examining the elements and sub-components, we can confirm the breadth
of the region’s impact on the emergence and understanding of the sense of place in the
i two factors mentioned earlier, i.e., natural-geographical and human-formed factors.

{ HIGHLIGHTS:

i - Based on phenomenological research in historic district of Rasht and Yazd cities, we
i assess three parameters: somatic characteristics, functional system and connotation.

i - The results confirm that region in two groups of natural-geographical features and human
i formed characteristics impresses sub-components of all three parameters i.e. somatic,
functional and connotation, those create the sense of place.
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Table 2. Region’s components

(Khakpour, Daghighi & Mojdehi 2018: 1418)

Component

Natural and
Atmospherical

Sub-component Effective factors

Earth Specification Topography
Land material
Soil kind

Route of Surface water

vegetation
Indigenous Material

Atmospheric Sun
specification Wind

Rain
Tempreture
Humidity

Human Cultural Features Mores

Formed Tradition
" Values
Beliefs
~ Religion
~ faith
N HabjE
Art & Architecture
World view

~ Social features Social rules
Work pattern
Sociability type
~ Social interactions

Economy of living -
actions

Effective factors
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Table 1. Research background related to the sense of

place
Scholar Effective factors on the sense of
place
Falahat = Somatic
= Activities

= Connotation

Kashi & Bonyadi

= Cognitive & Perceptual
= Somatic

NikMohammad,
Saruwono, Yani Said,
Wan Hariri

= Visual
Psychological
Spritually

Etemadi & Mostaghni

~ Deutsch & Goulias

Kalali & Modiri

Social

Cultural

Individualy

Memories & Experiences
Satisfaction of Place
Somatic

Activity & Interaction
Time

Participation in Place
schema

Cultural

Social

Somatic

Human Characteristic

= Connotation

Falahat & Nohi

= Semiology

~ Rahmatian, Emadian

= Micro-region
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Table 3. Componenets of Place
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Component Sub-component Scholar Subject Matter
Space Inside and outside Norberg-Schulz Being inside means be far from things that are outside and this is the first
dialectic purpose and consequents of place's concept.
~ Edward Relph  Being inside of a place represents belonging to that and identification with
the place. The more you are inside, the stronger is your identity related to
place.
Gordon Cullen Some of the best effects of cityscapes generate by create artfully connection
between here and there (inside and outside).
Bollnow  Each attribute based on connection between inside and outside world is
between body and mind.
Simon Wall, floor and ceiling generate a state in which an inside area forms in an
outside area and as a result, people and groups settle down.
Barrier and border Partovi Borders create space arrangement and form space quality.
Norberg-Schulz Border can be like threshold which simultaneously separates and unites
outside and inside.
Ashihara Borderline, which separates inside and outside space, determines both
outside attribute and surrounding cityscape attribute of a building.
Heidegger Border doesn’t mean a thing to stall something, but it's a thing to emerge
something.
Barrier and besiegement is eternal form and archetype of build.
Norberg-Schulz We can describe attribute by concepts like besiegement, aperture, width,
narrowness, dimness, gloom, resplendency and etc.; qualities which based
on designing, visual modeling, coordination, rhyme, scale, dimension,
materials, texture and color.
Centricity Norberg-Schulz Center is a fundamental element of existential space. In fact, each place that
represents meaning is a center.
Attribute Orientation Norberg-Schulz This action makes individual to be the passing human which is a part of his
nature.
Partovi A process that helps people to settle in time and space and enables them to
use the environment and predict that.
Recallment Norberg-Schulz Being, above all factors, contains recallment of Environment.
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Fig. 1. Hierarchy of the connection between human
and place from recognition to feelings in physical

environment (Hashemnezhad, Yazdanfar, & Heidari,
2013: 109)
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Table 4. Conclusion of theoretical structure of research

Theoretical structure Components
of research
Place Space

Sub-components

Inside & outside
Dialectic
Barrier and border
Centricity
Orientation
recallment
Space Restrictive
Factors
Different Activities
Intuitive and Tangible
Meaning
Normative Meaning

Attribute

The Sense of place Somatic

Functional
Connotation

Region Natural- Earth Situation
Geographical ~ Atmospheric Situation
Human Cultural
Formed Social
Economy
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Fig. 2. Left: the flat roof of Yazd city; Right: The sloped roof of Rasht city
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Fig. 3. Left: Rigid facade in Yazd city; Right: Multi openings facade in Rasht city

Fig. 4. Left: The Lawri’s house which is lower than the ground; Right: The Nasiri’s house in Rasht city which is
higher than the ground
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Fig. 5. Left: Stores of the traditional bazaar of Yazd, mainly sales handicrafts; Right: A local bazaar in Chomarsara,
Rasht, mainly sales food

Fig. 6. Left: The entrance of grand mosque of Yazd; Right: , Haaj Hakim Nasir Rashti Mosque in Sagharisazan
district in Rasht
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Fig. 7. Left: Saabaat (the roofed alley) in Yazd; Right: , Awning of exterior wall of houses in Rasht
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Table 5. Conclusion of theoretical structure of research

Environment’s heirarchy Bounds of recognition

Bounds of action Bounds of belonging

Historic district of Rasht

Historic district of Yazd

Fig. 8. Overal Comparison of Historical district of Yazd (Left) and Rasht (Right ) cities
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Table 6. Conceptual model of effective components on the sense of place and effects of regional factors on the

Component

Restrictive factors of
space

Soamtic features

Generate different
activities

Functional

Connotation Intuitive and tangible

meanings

Normative meanings

components
Criterion Sub-criterion Regional Non regional
Horizental elements Ceiling *
floor *
Vertical elements Wall *
Column *
Connecting elements Slope *
Stair *
Corridor *
Openings Door *
Window *
Furniture Fixed Furniture *
Movable Furniture *
Retrieved from habitation Residential *
needs
Retrieved from urban life Educational *
needs medical *
Services *
Administrative *
Retrieved from economic Commercial *
needs
Retrieved from cultural Collective Districts *
and social needs Religious *
Cultural *
Somatic features atmospheric situations *
~ decorative elements *
~Indiginous Material *
~ somatic's characteristic of *
place
Distinct Features of place  scent of natural native *
elements
~ visual background *
Somatic features semiology *
" Retrieved from  manner *
characteristics ~ Preceding experiences *
~ Literacy Level *
social place of individuals *
Spiritual condition in time *
and place
~ Retrieved from human tales and fables *
formed context “tendencies to urban *
gatherings
daily or occasional *
presence and activity
~access of all sex and age *
groups
social control *
Security *
existence of social and *

public activities
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