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Abstract

The purpose of the current research was to investigate the right to abortion for
women in Islamic ethics. The research universe included all written texts and
references of Islamic ethics. The research sample subsumed the subjects related
to abortion right for women in Islamic ethics texts. The research method was
descriptive-analytical. The data was analyzed via content analysis procedure.
The results showed that there were two main arguments about voluntary abortion
among non-Muslim thinkers. One argument was the mother's ownership of
her own body for abortion, and the other was the fetus's individual identity.
According to the perspective of Islamic ethics regarding abortion, it was found
that the argument that the mother owns her own body for abortion would be
correct to some extent; This meant that the mother could have an abortion if she
might be harmed in some cases. Also, the criterion of fetus's individual identity
would be generally accepted from the Islamic ethics point of view and in this
context, the Holy Law put forward a basis that would be the final words and in
fact, a proof of narration and devotion. From this point of view, a fetus before
four months would be not considered a living creature. This view regarding
the individual identity of the fetus could be called Islamic fetus's individual
identity, which would be different from what scientists of experimental sciences
discussed. According to Islamic teachings, willing and voluntary abortion
that leads to the death of the fetus would be not legitimate unless the mother's
life would be in danger or the spirit had not been blown into the fetus and its
existence had an unusual and considerable harm to the mother.
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Extended abstract

Introduction: Giving birth to a healthy baby is the dream of every parent. However,
sometimes some factors such as economic, biological, moral factors turn this sweet event
into an unfortunate one. In this regard, in the past, various opinions had been raised about
the permissibility or impermissibility of abortion. In these theories, there is different
opinions in the recognition of concepts such as abortion and the right to life, as well as
moral principles in this field, which affect the correctness or incorrectness of abortion.
Due to the dominant reliance of these opinions on emotions and feelings or human's
limited intellect; It seems useful to consider Islamic teachings in such concern. In this
regard, the purpose of the current research was to investigate the right to abortion for
women in Islamic ethics.

Method: The research universe included all written texts and references of Islamic ethics.
The research sample subsumed the subjects related to abortion right for women in Islamic
ethics texts. The research method was descriptive-analytical. The data was analyzed via
content analysis procedure.

Results: The results showed that there were two main arguments about voluntary abortion
among non-Muslim thinkers. One argument was the mother's ownership of her own body
for abortion, and the other was the fetus's individual identity. According to the perspective
of Islamic ethics regarding abortion, it was found that the argument that the mother owns
her own body for abortion would be correct to some extent; This meant that the mother
could have an abortion if she might be harmed in some cases. Also, the criterion of fetus's
individual identity would be generally accepted from the Islamic ethics point of view and
in this context, the Holy Law put forward a basis that would be the final words and in
fact, a proof of narration and devotion. From this point of view, a fetus before four months
would be not considered a living creature. This view regarding the individual identity
of the fetus could be called Islamic fetus's individual identity, which would be different
from what scientists of experimental sciences discussed. According to Islamic teachings,
willing and voluntary abortion that leads to the death of the fetus would be not legitimate
unless the mother's life would be in danger or the spirit had not been blown into the fetus
and its existence had an unusual and considerable harm to the mother.

Conclusions: In a general view, four approaches to abortion could be identified: First,
the conservative approach, in which abortion is considered equal to killing an innocent
human being; Therefore, killing the fetus is wrong. Second, the libertarian approach that
believes that a woman is free to have an abortion at any time and for any reason; Because
he has the right to choose. Third, the moderate app roach which believes that abortion is
allowed before the second trimester of pregnancy and is not allowed after that; Because
during these days, the fetus acquires the ability of pleasure and pain as a human being.
Fourth, the feminist approach, which is like the libertarian approach; But it is different
from that in the theoretical courtship. According to this approach, attention should be paid
to the moral and human condition of the mother, not the fetus.
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