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Accepted: 2023/03/04 maternal health. Domestic violence is one of the social variables that
affect abortion. The aim of this study was to investigate the
relationship between domestic violence against women and the
Likelihood of induced abortion.

Methods: The present study was conducted using survey method in
2022 year. To measure the domestic violence against women was used
a standard structured questionnaire. The statistical population of this
study includes all women aged 15 to 49 years living in Sadra city.
According to Cochran’s formula, a total of 379 women were surveyed.
Data analysis using logistic regression technique was performed in
SPSS20 software.

Findings: The experience of domestic violence was high among 4.6%
of women. The results showed that 8.7% of women had experienced
induced abortion. Women with secondary education and women
belonging to religious minorities were significantly more likely to
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among them (P<0.05). Determination coefficient (R2) showed the 10 to
22 percent of the Likelihood of induced abortion is predictable by
independents variables.

Mahmoudiani S, Khosravi R, Abedi M. The Impact of Domestic Violence againstst Women on the
Incidence of Induced Aborttion (A Survey in Sadra City). Quarterly Journal of Women and Society.

2023; 14 (53): 145-162.

#Corresponding Author Serajeddin Mahmoudiani

Address: Assistant Professor of Demography, Department of Sociology and Social Planning, Faculty of
Economics, Management and Social Sciences, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran.

Tell: 09181281811

Email: serajmahmoudiani@gmail.com




The Impact of Domestic Violence against Women on the Incidence of Induced Abortion (A Survey in Sadra ...

Extended Abstract
Introduction

Abortion is considered a social and
cultural problem in all societies, which
has negative impacts on health of the
family and society. This issue has always
included challenges in the fields of
moral, legal, religious, philosophical and
reproductive health. Most countries
have had different approaches to the
issue of abortion at different times.
Today, abortion is one of the most
important topics in Iran's medical field.
Social changes and increasing the level
of health literacy and women's
awareness and participation in the
social and economic fields have led to
the incompatibility of theoretical and
practical aspects in these areas, and
sometimes, women perform abortion
without paying attention to Sharia rules
and criminal laws. In Iran, the causes of
legal abortion include threats to the
mother's life, severe and life-threatening
fetal disorders. Induced abortion in Iran
has an increasing trend. Induced
abortion is illegal in Iran, and many
unwanted pregnancies lead to illegal
and sometimes dangerous abortions (1,
2). The review of previous studies in
Iran (26-28) shows that the issue of
domestic violence and its relationship
with abortion has been investigated
more among pregnant women.
Therefore, the difference between this
study and other previous studies
mentioned above is related to the
statistical population of the research. In
fact, this study focused on all married
women of childbearing age and tried to
investigate whether there is a significant
relationship between domestic violence
against women and the possibility of
abortion among women by controlling
background variables.

Methods

The present study was conducted in
the city of Sadra on 2020 with a
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quantitative survey technique. The
geographical area of the current
research, Sadra city, is one of the cities
of Fars province, which was built in
order to absorb the overflow population
of Shiraz metropolis. The population of
this city was reported as 91 thousand
people in the last census (29). The
statistical population of the present
study is all married women aged 15 to
49, whose number was equal to 28,859
people, according to the general
population and housing census of 2015
(29). The number of samples was
estimated to be 379 using Cochran's
formula. Sampling was carried out by
multi-stage cluster method. Sadra city
consists of two main phases, i.e., phase 1
and 2, which in the first step of these
two phases were considered as the first
cluster. The number of samples in two
phases is considered equal. In the
second step, some neighborhoods were
selected randomly (lottery) from among
the mentioned 2-phase neighborhoods,
and finally, blocks from those
neighborhoods were also randomly
selected by lottery. In the following,
questionnaires were completed by going
to the doors of houses located in
selected neighborhoods (selected blocks
of each neighborhood) and interviewing
eligible women. To measure domestic
violence against women, a standard
questionnaire (30) was used, and to
measure the experience of abortion and
background variables, researcher-made
items were conducted. The experience
of abortion was asked in the form of a
two-way nominal question (with yes
and no options). The variables of age,
wife's age, duration of marriage and
monthly income were included in the
questionnaire as open questions. The
respondent's last educational
qualification, the respondent's wife, and
the respondent's class identity were
measured as rank variables. The
employment status of the respondent
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and the respondent's wife, the ethnicity
and religion of the respondents were
also included in the questionnaire as a
multifaceted nominal variable.
Cronbach's alpha test was used to check
the reliability of the variable items of
domestic violence against women. The
reliability value of the questionnaire in
this study was equal to 0.975, which
indicates the acceptable internal
consistency of the items in this research.
SPSS version 20 software was used for
data analysis. Frequency tables were
used in the descriptive part and logistic
regression analysis with a significance
level of 0.05 was used in the inferential
part.

Findings

Bivariate logistic regression was used
to investigate the effect of research
variables on the possibility of induced
abortion. Among all the variables
included in the model, the level of
secondary education compared to
university education for women, other
religions compared to Shia religion, and
the variable of the level of domestic
violence had a statistically significant
effect on the probability of experiencing
an induced abortion. The probability of
induced abortion among women with
secondary education was significantly
higher than among women who had a
university degree. The probability of
abortion among women with secondary
education was 4.566 times that of
women with a university education.
Also, the probability of experiencing an
induced abortion among women
belonging to religious minorities (other
religions) was significantly higher than
among women belonging to the Shiite
religion, which was more than 40 times
more likely. In other words, the chance
of abortion among religious minority
women (other than Sunnis) was more
than 40 times higher than that of Shiite
women. With the increase of domestic

violence against women, the probability
of abortion among women increased,
which was 1.023. The coefficient of
determination (R2) showed that
between 10% and 22% of the
probability of induced abortion can be
predicted by the independent variables.

Discussion
In line with the implementation of
population policies in Iran,

comprehensive intervention in all levels
affecting should be applied. The view
that abortion doesn't only affect
women's health, but even in a broader
view, it can have a great impact on the
economic productivity of a society,
should be included in all strategies
related to the promotion of family
health and the provision of public health
services. Therefore, in addition to
providing access to contraceptives and
providing reproductive health services
to mothers, it is necessary to assess
high-risk cases (exposed to domestic
violence), counsel and refer them in
order to reduce unwanted pregnancies
that ultimately lead to abortion.

Conclusion

Violence against women and women's
lack of access to clinics providing
primary health services with the desired
quality have a negative impact not only
on women but on all family members.
Therefore, reproductive rights are not
exclusive to women and are one of the
most basic human rights that should be
considered in all policies.
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