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Abstract
Contrary to the common wisdom that traces the origin of environmental
movements to the urban middle class, the existing empirical findings imply
that such an account of environmentalism fails to provide a further approach.
Environmental movements may emerge from non-urban settings or within
different social classes and groups beyond the middle class. Since the state’s
marginalizing structure and capital provoke environmental damage in
peripheral regions, the social groups living there have been also put in
jeopardy. In this respect, it is not coincidence that these peripheral settings are
at the core of a variety of environmental movements, which are intricately
linked to life and politics. This article, by reviewing the empirical research on
environmental movements in Iran, shows that the majority of existing studies
focus on the large cities in Iran. As they fall into the mainstream approach to
environmental movements, their outcomes remain limited in understanding
the inquiries on environmentalism in the periphery of Iran. Even if few studies
provide some pertinent results to this research, they lack a conceptual
framework to describe environmentalism in the periphery, which is at the hub
of this paper. Through the consolidated reading of "center-periphery,"
"subaltern environmentalism," and "new social movement" theories, some key
notions such as "internal colonialism," "subaltern environmentalism," "eco-
nationalism," "i
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internal mode of action," and "external mode of action" are then
introduced and articulated in a speculative manner, drawing on Althusser's
"overdetermination™ approach.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

With the popularization of the environmental
movement as a "new social movement,” a
number of researches have been carried out in
Iran; however, these are mostly restricted to
Tehran and the large cities of Iran by ignoring
environmentalism in the peripheral regions.
This reveals both the vacuum of empirical
research and the lack of a concrete conceptual
framework for peripheral contexts. The main
claim of this research is how to theoretically
explain the emergence of environmentalism in
the periphery of Iran. Besides environmental
destruction as a global concern, what other
structural factors in peripheral regions, such as
Kurdistan, have triggered the emergence of
environmental activism. This article, thus, aims
to formulate a conceptualization of
"environmentalism in the periphery" through a
consolidated reading of “center-periphery”
theory, "new social movements,” and
"subaltern environmentalism." Inspired by
Althusser's notion of "overdetermination™ and
the theories mentioned above, we attempt to
offer a conceptual framework for understanding
the structural dynamics promoting the
environmentalism of the periphery in Iran vis-
a-vis the case of Kurdistan.

2- Results:

Since the 1990s, environmental issues have
been investigated in Iran, but sociological
studies on environmental mobilization remain
quite limited. It is therefore apparent that the
complexity, scope, and character of
environmental mobilizations require further
examination. Besides, the relationship between
environmentalism and issues such as civil
society, social justice, democracy, and
subaltern life in the periphery is missing from
these studies. To date, only two studies have
focused on the environmental movement in
Iranian Kurdistan (‘peripheral region’), of which
one is in English by a researcher abroad
(Hassannian, 2021). This emphasis remarks the
overlooking of peripheral regions in social
research, especially in relation to the resistance
of the subordinate to the domination of the
master, where the domination of the center is
opposed by collective and innovative resistance
generated in the periphery. This is what reflects
and confirms the link between power and

knowledge in this field. In many instances, the
mainstream discourses in academia prevent the
visibility of marginalized groups, making many
social scientists, consciously or unconsciously,
the subjects of these discourses.

3- Conclusion:

This article proposes to use the concepts and
theories of "center-periphery,” "subaltern
environmentalism," and "new  social
movements" influenced by the
overdetermination approach to explaining the
structural factors of the emergence of
environmentalism in the periphery. To this end,
the center-periphery model and, in particular,
the concept of internal colonialism can be
employed to elucidate the relationship between
the state and a peripheral region like Kurdistan,
where the ethnic identity of its inhabitants
differs from the dominant one. According to the
concept of internal colonialism, the State
extracts natural resources and labor from the
periphery to accumulate capital in the center,
while denying its inhabitants political control
over the peripheral region, like Kurdistan.
Simultaneously, the state does not provide the
basis for developing and strengthening the
culture and mother tongue of the people on the
periphery/margins. In many cases, this situation
provokes the emergence of national resistance
movements (of the classic movement type)
against centralist policies, which can be defined
as "peripheral nationalism,” in other words,
discourses and actions that challenge the
dominance of the ruling identity and integration
into the dominant culture. The Kurdish national
movement in Iran over the past century is an
example of such discourse and action. There are
two determining factors (the colonial policy of
the state and the resistance of the people on the
periphery) that can affect the emergence of any
other new movement. For example, when a new
issue such as the environment is raised in this
context, it is very much intertwined with the
economic and political background of the
region. One of the possible reactions to the
environmental crisis in regions becoming
peripheral due to identity politics/unequal
social structures is eco-nationalism, which
involves the link between national identity and
environmentalism. People subjected to ethnic
discrimination in a country may perceive the
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destruction of their environment by the state as
a colonial policy, just as they do in other areas
of their lives (economy, politics, culture).
Therefore, eco-nationalism can explain this
form of peripheral environmentalism, which,
like other forms of subaltern environmentalism,
has a deep connection to politics and life.
Although environmental movements are
influenced by economic and political contexts
tied to given contexts, and also have
connections and commonalities with classical
movements, except for their focus (i.e., the
environment), they also differ from classical
movements in terms of mode of action. In fact,
what places these movements among the new
social movements is their mode of action. The
explanation of this difference in the mode of

action is also proposed in this article by
referring to the theory of new social movements
and to two concepts that are extracted from it,
namely “internal mode of action” and “external
mode of action”.
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