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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research was to construct and validate a questionnaire

to measure the effectiveness of cultural-educational programs on
prisoners. The research method was mixed and its design was sequential
exploration-instrumentation. In the qualitative part, ten key informants
in the field of prison cultural-educational programs were selected and
participated in the focus group using the purposeful sampling method,
the representative method, and theoretical saturation rule. In the
guantitative part, the statistical population consisted of all convicted
prisoners who spent the last two months of their sentence in the three
months of autumn of 2019 in Hamedan Central Prison and were
incarcerated for at least six months. According to Cohen's table (1992),
the sample size was determined to be 45 people and 70 questionnaires
were distributed according to available methods of which 66
questionnaires were analyzed. In order to collect the data, a researcher-
made questionnaire was used to measure the effectiveness of the prison's
cultural-educational programs (including five religious, propaganda,
artistic, educational, and sports components). The data were analyzed
using the method of structural equation modeling with the partial least
squares approach by means of Smart PLS3 software. The results showed
that the effect coefficients of the indicators of all components were
significant (P<0.01). The compiled questionnaire had convergent
validity (AVE>0.7) and divergent validity (VAVE>r) as well as
reliability (CA & CR>0.7). The values of explained variance (R>0.67)
and predictive fit (Q2>0.35) were acceptable and the questionnaire has
a strong goodness of fit (GoF=0.573). Therefore, this questionnaire has
suitable psychometric features.
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