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The present paper aimed at analyzing the peace education components in the
discourse of Iranian education documents with a critical view toward the role of
dominant political discourses in the presentment of peace and peace education
in Iranian society. To this end, the discourse of education documents in
elementary school, middle school, and junior high school levels (between 1994
and 2014) were analyzed and questions like the following were addressed:What is
the status of the core components of peace education in the discourse of Iranian
education documents and what is the discourse prevailing over them? What are
the nodal points and antagonistic boundaries of the aforementioned discourses
and what role have they played in the presentment of peace education? This
paper used a discourse analysis research method to analyze the existing and
produced official documents in Iranian education through a critical look. The
findings showed that the peace education components have not been introduced
to the education documents of this period. Moreover, the introduction of ideas
and themes of war, enmity, and hatred in this period’s educational texts has
resulted in negative stereotyping as well as legitimization of violence and war in
individuals’ beliefs, besides marginalizing peace through creating a cycle of
violence. The ideological discourse with a revolutionary fervor was identified as
the discourse prevailing over the education documents. Educational discourse in

Keywords: this period has become hegemonic based on the nodal point of religion as well as
Peace, Peace education, support for the oppressed. Furthermore, in the results of these analyses,
Education documents, antagonistic boundaries, nodal points, and moments were presented in the form
Discourse analysis of a discourse model.
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Introduction

The current research aims to analyze the
components of peace education in the
discourse documents of Iran’s education
system, considering the role of dominant
political discourses in the representation
of peace in accordance with the results of
global research in post-conflict societies.
The education system in the field of
realizing peace education acts like two
sides of the same coin. Due to the
introduction of hostile stereotypes in the
educational documents and the formation
of violence-oriented identities in several
consecutive generations, there is an
urgent need to review the dual
components of violence or peace in
educational discourse documents in
societies that suffer from tensions caused
by foreign or internal war and regime
change. Since after the revolution, Iran
faced religious change and foreign war,
and research studies have shown
deficiencies in the field of peace education
despite the government's commitment to
the UNESCO educational organization,
review of textbooks and educational
documents around peace education
through  discourse analysis seems
necessary. According to the prevailing
political and social background, discourse
analysis identifies the root of these
conflicts and determines the place of
peace  education in  educational
discourses, and after that, it facilitates
providing a solution to repair and rebuild
conflicts.

Methods

The present research takes a qualitative
approach and uses the discourse analysis
method of Laclau and Mouffe. The

analyzed documents include textbooks
(religious teachings, heavenly
endowments, social teachings (civil and
history, the Holy Qur'an, Persian for
elementary and middle school education,
first course of high school) (between the
years 1994-2014), as well as educational
documents and political discourses
corresponding to every period. According
to the discourse analysis method of Laclau
and Mouffe, the discourse order,
formation, and the reason for its
hegemony were analyzed based on
specific  questions and  positions.
Moreover, the educational discourse,
tenses, elements, articulation, the central
signifier, the void signifier of each
discourse, the discourse type and their
dominant  political discourse were
identified and the position of peace
education was determined in Iran after the
revolution.

Findings

By analyzing the educational documents in
this era, two educational discourses were
identified, the Islamic society discourse
and the Islamic justice discourse. These
discourses have become hegemonic based
on the validity of selective religious
patterns and the void signifier of the
revolution discourse, i.e. support for the
oppressed. Furthermore, the peace
vocabulary and its overlapping have been
mentioned as privative with the help of
selecting the historical allegories and
chosen signs, as despicable and
reproachful. The approach of extreme
nationalism has been strengthened by
rejecting and dividing the world society
and the Islamic society, the proximity of
justice signifier to the revolutionary
signified leads to the marginalization of
common justice and the Iranian national
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identity in the historical background Funding

before the revolution. Also, the proximity There is no funding support.
of the theme of war to the revolutionary

Islamic Jihad leads to the development of

the militarylike identity with warrior spirit. Authour”s contribution

The predominant discourse in educational All authors contributed equally, provided
documents  of ideological political critical feedback, and helped to compile
discourse was identified with extreme the research.

revolutionary passion. The examination of
the latest education system’s documents

(fundamental transformation document, Conflict of interest:
theoretical foundations of the The authors declared no conflict of
fundamental transformation document interest.

and the national curriculum) and the
absence of fundamental changes in
textbooks and also the absence of peace
education discourse in the beyond reach
documents in later discourses made the
findings generalizable to the present time.

Conclusion

The introduction of stereotypes of
hostility and violence in textbooks after
the war and the revolution due to
extremism as well as highlighting the
violence-oriented  aspects of  the
revolution, religion and war under the rule
of ideological discourse has led to the
production of structural violence at the
level of Iranian society until today.

The replacement of the peace
education components in educational
documents is the need of today's Iranian
society to stop the cycle of reproducing
violence cycle. For this purpose, initially,
the understood structural violence
identified in the educational discourse
must be removed and the place of peace
education from the margins should be
returned to the context of the education
system discourse.
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