Semiannual Journal Of Indigenous Knowledge Iran
Volume 9, Issue 17, Spring & Summer 2023, 289-320
gjik.atu.ac.ir

DOI: doi.org/10.22054/qjik.2023.56952.1264

Indigenous Knowledge of Poisonous and Medicinal Plants
for Livestock among Turkmen Pastoralists in the Winter

Rangelands of Maraveh-Tappeh, Golestan Province

Bahareh Behmanesh * || Assistant Professor of Rangeland and Watershed management,
Gonbad Kavous University, Gonbad, Iran.

Rajabali Mohebbi Expert of the General Department of Nomadic Affairs of
Golestan Province, Gonbad, Iran.
Z.ohreh Mirdeilami Expert of the main Department of Natural Resources and

Watershed management of Golestan Province, Gorgan, Iran.

Aysen Hajili-Davaji Expert of Natural Resources and Watershed Management of
Maraveh Tappeh, Golestan Province, Maraveh Tappeh, Iran.

Manijeh Tavan Master in rangeland management from Tarbiat Modares
University, Noor, Iran.

Abstract

The aim of this study was to identify poisonous plants for livestock, signs of
poisoning, indigenous methods of treatment by exploiting nomads and also to
identify medicinal plants for livestock and how to use and their therapeutic
properties. The statistically representative sample population was selected from local
communities. In this study, the respondent population consisted of Turkmen
pastoralists in the Maravah Tappeh rangelands. The interview was conducted in a
semi-structured method. In this study, with the help of Maraveh Tappeh Natural
Resources Department, a number of experienced exploiting tribes were introduced
and selected for the initial interview. After raising the issue and gaining their trust
and confidence in the research topic, questions were asked in the form of interviews.
Medicinal and poisonous plants were named for livestock and all information related
to them was recorded in the form of face-to-face interviews and sometimes asking
each question in different ways. Finally, 26 poisonous plants and 24 medicinal
plants for livestock were introduced by the selected local people. Turkmen nomads
in the region stated that poisonous plants were most toxic at the beginning of the
growing season and during the period of greenery and freshness. Sheep and cattle
were the most sensitive animals to poisonous plants. The most obvious signs of
poisoning were bloating in various livestock. The leaves and mixtures of leaves and
stems of introduced medicinal plants were mainly used and they were mostly used in
the treatment of infections, wounds and parasitic and gastrointestinal diseases.
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