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Abstract

The safety pins were invented around 1400 BC and in the Mediterranean (about 8§00
BC), it became common in different regions and it has been used in many forms by
different cultures. The late Iron Age safety pins of Iran include a variety of types
that were found during excavations of various settlement sites and cemeteries.
Regarding the history, typology and applications of safety pins discovered from Iran,
no comprehensive research has been done in Iran and the researches of Western
archaeologists do not include the findings of recent decades. Therefore, there are
ambiguities regarding the history of their use, typology, application and construction
technique. The present study aims to introduce and study the history and typology of
Iron Age safety pins in Iran and tries to achieve the desired goals through
descriptive-analytical methods and library way. The results show that safety pins,
after being invented in the Mediterranean basin, gradually spread to other regions
and in many cases replaced rod pins. In the late 8th century BC and especially
during the 7th century BC, safety pins became the most common in Iran in the form
of different types, to connect clothes, personal decoration, votive gifts and in some
cases as spells and magic. Most safety pins were cast by bronze and can be used as a

chronological feature in Iron Age sites in Iran.
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