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Abstract

The application of relevant religious rules
to Iranian minority groups dates back to
the early days of legislation in Iran. Non-
etheless, in a recent step, the Iranian
Parliament vested the ‘highest religious
jurisdictions’ of minorities with judicial
competence to be decided in cases of per-
sonal status. This paper studies different
aspects of this unprecedented provision.
Not only this innovative law would, at last
analysis, contradict the Iranian Constit-
ution, but also several issues of interpr-
etive and practical character will arise.
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This paper provides Iranian courts with ol jo sl el o 4 NSt wyol
two guidelines on how to deal with the
new provision. First, the new provision i
shall be interpreted in a way not to restrict 'z Silse oo P 5 oadoly 580 (ol
the genefral compeltence of cc;urts tosﬁgar 3t Il pd oy y0 SSge b K00 (sgw 5l g 995
cases of personal status of non-Shiite L g . .
Period Secgndly, courts are advised not to &% 24 > K1 e e ezl Slopes
give effect to decisions rendered by el S
religious authorities unless they meet,
mutatis mutandis, rigorous conditions of
recognition, and enforcement of foreign
judgments. 2lad s apazls g
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