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ABSTRACT

Open education, in light of an amazing technological development, has transformed the
educational system with changes in "educational culture" and an emphasis on the "learner-
centered" principle. Since this has not been taken into account in Iran's educational system, the
present article critically examines the issue of imperfect construction of an open education
system in Iran. To analyze the issue historically, a genealogical method propounded by
Foucault has been applied. Genealogy explains the evolution of historical moments in their
internal power relations, as Foucault says: it is a discourse which intertwines power and
knowledge. The "genealogical analysis" refers to an epistemological strategy formed in various
domains of history, political and social sciences. To explain the aforementioned problem, we
need to focus on both traditional and modern education discourses in the discursive space of
open education. In response to the main question of the article i.e.,, what could have caused the
imperfectness of open education in contemporary Iran? The findings indicate that "neglect to
scientific software and discursive aspects”, which followed the dominance of instrumental
scientific view; "immature understanding of open education” which reduced it to
complementary education and "bureaucratic relations” which are in conflict with the
democratic character of post-modern education, have all led to the "imperfectness of open
education” which has deepened the challenge of the alienation of "science" from culture and
society.
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INTRODUCTION

"Open education” is a new type of education that in relation to power and
knowledge poses epistemological and methodological challenges to "closed
education” both the traditional and modern ones. Since this epistemological
conflict should not be reduced to methodological discussions, we have tried to
analyze this scientific concern with a discursive approach and by applying
genealogical methodology, in order to "describe and explain" the problem of
"imperfect construction of open education in Iran" and how it was brought to the
fore. This is a matter that has caused ineffectiveness in the country's educational
system, and we assume that with startling technological developments and its
deepening connection with modern knowledge, and on the other hand, the
continued neglect to long-standing and epistemological science, it will encounter
with further collapse and irreparable backwardness from the caravan of "science
and culture" that we were once at the helm.

PURPOSE

The main aim to study the genealogy of the imperfect construction of open
education in Iran is critical in nature in order to expose its internal relations with
power.

METHODOLOGY

Since genealogy is similar to "critical history", therefore, events are studied not
in terms of time or place rather from the perspective of their belonging to
discourse spectrums. In this way, by identifying hidden or ignored details, a
wider level of history is revealed. One of the most widely used concepts in
genealogy is "power and knowledge", which according Foucault were formed in
a closed space; in a way that every internal transformation takes place in a
unified space of the power of knowledge, not in two separate spaces consisting
of power and knowledge. Understanding the power from Foucault's point of
view requires understanding the concept of "discourse" and "its place" in his
works. Discourse means meaningfulness and systematizing of disorderly and
dispersed elements. In a discursive approach, everything is formed through
discourse. Therefore, the outcome of any discourse is a kind of power exercise.
Based on Foucault's theory, we consider the order governing open education in
Iran as a discourse and believe that discursive actions, policies and rationalities
in the open education system are semantic and it is within this discourse
framework that educational identities of the subject are constructed. Therefore,
the genealogy of the imperfect construction of open education in Iran requires
the analysis of relations between power and knowledge which is possible
through genealogical understanding as well as going through the ten-



dimensional "problem identification” of the subject such as records, zero-point
identification, discovering discourses, discontinuity analysis, genealogical
analysis, stochastic analysis, power analysis, resistance analysis, and criticism.

FINDINGS

The research analysis showed the emergence of fundamental changes in the
educational domain, largely affected by relations between power and
knowledge. It was found that the changes accruing from new technologies, and
developing culture under their influence, affect education more than ever. The
findings indicate extensive "cultural changes" in the educational environment as
the consequences of open education system in Iran, some instances of which are

as followed: "Expanding culture interaction and multiculturalism”, "increasing
influence of informal education in the knowledge system", "new identification”,
"developing the process of individualism". Extensive changes that have helped
open education in the light of "Broad Revolution" lead to nurturing "self-aware",

"self-creating” and "powerful” people.
CONCLUSION

Studying dominant traditional, modern and open educational discourses through
the genealogical method shows that each of them has reproduced a semantic
system under titles such as school, madrasa, and computer-center. If the "rebirth
of discourse” in the Qajar era led to the establishment of Dar al-Funun and
madrasa, we under the centralized and powerful rule of Pahlavi witnessed the
development of modern education with the emergence of university, and the
birth of "distance" education in the form of Literacy Corps (Sepah-e Danesh) and
Iran Azad University. Although late, the establishment of Payam-e Noor
University is considered a new warning about open education in the country.
Despite the expansion of Payam-e Noor and the creation of opportunities for
"equal access" to education, which mainly focused on quantitative development,
we are witnessing the imperfect construction of open education in Iran under
the influence of pre- and post-revolution discourse actions; a "halfness", whose
origin can be sought in the incorrect relationship between power and knowledge
in an era affected by the conflict between tradition and modernity. An
incomplete understanding visualizes open education similar to "assembly
education" rather than a new approach to learning with epistemological
foundations completely different from closed forms of education. In this
imagination, open education is a learning method that results from adding
technology to structure and process of the closed education system. The problem
of open education in Iran, especially after the Islamic Revolution, is also the
outcome of "global" and "local" circumstances. On the one hand, globally, we are
faced with technological advances, with the emergence of information and
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communication, changes in population and work patterns, reduction in
government funds, and the competition in educational market, and on the other,
we are facing with revolutionary developments at the "local" level, which has led
to widespread interest of the people in education. At the same time, events such
as "ignoring software and discursive aspects” of open education, "bureaucratic
relations”, "existence of a gap in open education in practical terms", and "Covid-
19 virus" in the "absence of humanities and social sciences" have caused the veil
from half-covered face to be lifted and the issue has been brought to the fore. We
must accept that in the current changing era with the power of new knowledge,
"home and workplace environment" will be transformed into a place of
continuous learning. A "vast" space without "ceiling", "border”, "race", "color"
and "without any engineering" has marked a fundamental paradigm shift in
today's world. These changes require a scholarly, conscious, and realistic
confrontation in order to understand and make the one understands new

scientific and educational issues in the light of the discursive environment.
NOVELTY

Some of the innovative aspects of the present article include: "Newness of the
topic", "problematicity”, "classification of the educational system into closed and
open and definition of traditional and modern education in Iran", " attention to
epistemological foundations of open education” which are neglected, "examining
open education in a political and social conceptual formats" and "using modern
genealogical methodology" in order to explain the problematizing process of
open education in Iran, and how it became the focus of attention. The
genealogical approach of the imperfect construction of open education in Iran is
aimed at a fundamental point that this construction is influenced by the
incompleteness of science in Iran and the lack of a discourse. For this claim, the
current work focuses on "open education discourse” instead of "open education”
because unlike the first, in which, technical layers and internal experiences of
education as an independent entity are analyzed, the latter, due to its
dependence on intellectual and political atmosphere and its own epistemological
foundations, is opposed to closed education with the implication of place,
language, time, body, authority and stability. Also, the lack of resources can be
mentioned as the most important "limitation”. Among its "scientific
applications”, as we can point to understanding the problem of imperfect
construction, identifying the gap between opinion and practice in Iran's open
education system and its application in systematizing the country's educational
policies, the same way in the "social domain", we can mention the effects of
epistemological aspects of open education for the development of the
educational system in connection with new technologies and the level of social
awareness. "Absence of researches on this subject”, "accepted innovations”,



"inference from ideas of others from new angles”, "crossing the boundary of
usually applied methodologies”, and "emphasis on critical thinking in the face of
historical and social events", testify the "originality and value" of the current
study, which can be fruitful for future researches, as well.
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