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ABSTRACT

Knowledge and perspective about cultural studies have been debated
extensively in the global academic spaces and partly within Iran. However, the
pedagogical requirements of this tradition have rarely been a topic for
discussion. As a matter of fact, cultural studies’ project inevitably requires
teaching critical skills and analyses in classrooms. Relying on educational
experiences of the author, the current paper aims to introduce some major
challenges in the process of cultural studies pedagogy. Reliance on a formal
teaching separated from social context, ambivalence and confusion on the
concept of culture and cultural theory, difficulties in providing critical teaching
and drawing boundaries of popular culture are amongst the major challenges
faced by academics attached with cultural studies in Iran. It therefore can be
argued that to be efficient and dynamic, and to preserve its distinction as a
critical discipline, cultural studies needs today to employ educational initiatives
that not only serve multi-layered historical understanding of Iranian society and
culture but also fit with a reformistic cultural policy-making.
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INTRODUCTION

This article tries to study three important museums in Iran, namely the Museum
of "Ancient Iran", "Islamic Museum" and "Islamic Revolution and Holy Defense"
through a critical discourse analysis to know their relationship with the
institution of power. Most recent studies with traditional approaches consider
museum as a field broader than political knowledge, and hence, think that the
museum as an institution is a phenomenon with specific tasks in modern society
(Khosravi, 2018, 43).

The emphasis of cultural studies on subcultures and marginal groups as well
as its accounting for the plurality in the purport and practice of culture has
transformed it into a critical subject. Similarly, cultural studies’ pedagogy could
also be considered as a critical one wherein teaching and learning play key role.
Despite this critical nature and numerous suggestions provided for being critical
and reflexive, there are not enough practical and clear discussions on applying
the same in classrooms. The epistemological ideas and discussions related to this
subject are often raised questions in general terms and with few tips and
recommendations regarding how to employ cultural studies in research and in
classes.

PURPOSE

Relying on the author’s own long-term association with teaching and research as
well as reflecting on experiences of other scholars documented in scientific
journals, this paper aims to analyze the challenges being faced by cultural studies
as a teaching subject in academic centers and to offer some applied
recommendations to promote teaching and learning in courses on cultural studies.

FINDINGS
The following are challenges identified in the course of the current study:

1) Formal teaching. By this I mean an education detached or poorly connected to
an academic tradition. Formal teaching does not allow proliferation and
continuous revision of experiences. The procedures adopted by scholars reflect
their personal orientations and dominant sociopolitical developments and
trends rather than being affected by traditions drawn from academic cultures.
Formal teaching does not therefore enable students to critically analyze relevant
experimental projects.

2) Understanding culture and cultural theory. The major preoccupation of many
cultural students is to come to terms with a wide range of theoretical
propositions offered in textbooks or in classes. Reviewing these theories, for
some, rather reflect intellectual fashion and not a serious task geared to the local



context. Similarly, de-familiarizing students with the differences that
neighboring traditions dealing with culture manifestation, is yet another
challenge scholars of cultural studies face with.

3) Critical teaching. Critical encounter practices by Iranian cultural studies
scholars often reflect their personal priorities, tastes or habits rather
institutional frameworks and requirements. There is not a suitable link between
practitioners’ agency, subjectivity and actions with what is at work in society as a
whole. Political economy and cultural economy are not seriously considered and
accounted for.

4) Popular culture dilemma. There are many controversies over the boundaries
and what constitutes popular culture in Iran. Inadequate record of the early
formation of popular culture in institutions and its historical developments
together with some pessimistic approaches and discourses by some groups in
Iran have not facilitated the formation of a dynamic sphere for serious debates
and reflections on the subject.

CONCLUSION

Drawing on two decades of cultural studies teaching in Iran, this paper was able
to discuss some of the major challenges faced by academic while teaching this
discipline. In brief, these challenges include the dominance of formal teaching
poorly connected to the social context, controversies over the meaning of culture
and cultural theory, prevalent attitudes towards cultural critique and finally the
relationship between culture politics and popular culture both within the
academia and beyond. Presenting examples drawn from classroom teaching
experiences (particularly in line with conjunctural analysis) the necessity of
adopting reflexive teaching congruent with critique and cultural analysis was
emphasized. The main argument was that distinct features of cultural studies in
Iranian socio-cultural context is tightly related to its ability in the role it plays to
offer critical and experimental analyses of phenomenon specifically with regard
to the Iranian context. These analyses while focusing on subjectivities and
agencies should also consider current and historical structures and processes. In
other words, this balance is a guarantee for Iranian cultural studies and
facilitates dialogues and reflexivity needed for cultural life and cultural policy
making in Iran. Unlike other established social science disciplines, the Iranian
cultural studies program is struggling to establish its unique tradition and being
as an inter-disciplinary in appearance since 2000, it has faced with criticism both
inside and outside the academia. These conditions together with the limited
number of departments and levels (only a master program) and heavily reliance
on Western texts have inevitably created major pedagogic challenges and
impeded the formation of cultural studies as an independent discipline.
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Pedagogic aspects of teaching cultural studies as a critical discipline (tradition) is
often neglected or at best taken for granted. Clarifying major pedagogic
challenges facing cultural studies and providing some practical examples from
experiences in teaching courses on cultural studies are contributions the current
research paper offers.
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