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Abstract

The Doctrine of deism has appeared at a crucial time in the formation of new
West, that is, the age of enlightenment, and developed a particular view of God,
the world, and religion. Therefore, understanding deism and its consequences
can enrich our understanding of modernity and reveal the way to avoid possible
mistakes and deviations. Since this movement was not treated equally in Europe
and the United States, in order to limit the scope of our discussion, in this article
only French deism will be examined, while it is the center of revolutionary
changes appeared in eighteenth-century Europe. Moreover, we will try to show
the impact of this intellectual movement on the culture and thought of the
eighteenth century enlightenment, as well as explaining the anti-Trinitarian
origin of French deism. The role and influence of French deism on the rejection
of revealed religion and the establishment of the authority of modern science are
among the most important influences of this movement on the French
enlightenment culture. Hence, the founders of this movement can be identified
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by characteristics such as scientism, promotion of secular ethics, and reduction
of lordship to creativity.

Keywords: French Enlightenment, Deism, God, Religion, Christianity.
Introduction

As we know, the difference and plural meaning of the word deism; as well as its
expansion and activity in different geographical areas, makes it so difficult for
us to understand its meaning. So we should provide a brief explanation about it
at the beginning. It is said that the first focus of the emergence and formation of
deism was England in the 16th and 17th centuries, and after that, this intellectual
movement opened its two-way path to France (and at a later stage, Holland and
Prussia) and then to the American (Brooke, 2008, p. 47). The present article
discusses about French deism and its evolution in France and focuses its research
on finding a suitable answer to the following questions: whether French deism
has had ups and downs in its religious and ideological beliefs? What are the
sources of this intellectual-cultural movement? To what extent has it been
influenced by English deism and influenced on European Enlightenment?

In the context of philosophical studies in Persian language, the discussion of
deism is very weak. In other words, an independent work has not been written
about deist thought yet, and if there were some cases, they have not gone beyond
the general and brief introduction. But regarding deism in France, in addition to
encyclopedias and general sources of philosophy, theology, science and history
of the 17th and 18th centuries (which have talked about deism in general), some
thinkers have also dealt with it sporadically. For example, Force and Popkin deal
specifically with French deism, but their purpose in this work is to evaluate and
analyze the claim that links Newton's thought with deism and the anti-trinitarian
movement. Also, Bisan deals with Voltaire's intellectual biography in the
Enlightenment era; a topic that can complement parts of our analysis of French
Deism. In addition, Betts' valuable monograph is a narrative of the ups and
downs of French deism from the period of its origin (in the years 1564 to 1670),
to the period of its establishment (in the years 1700 to 1715, when the first
thinkers with the obvious name of deist operate); And finally, the period of
emergence of Voltaire and Montesquieu, which are not defined solely in the
framework of deism (Betts, 1984, p 36).


https://mi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-213-fa.html

[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2023-04-15 ]

An Introduction to Theological Origins of Modern Deism in France/ Mehrnia, Mohammadi Nia /483

So the current article takes the chronology of French deism from Betts's
monograph and tries to describe and explain the roots of this movement more
widely than what Betts has represented. The results of this research can lead to
a better and deeper understanding and analysis of the relationship between the
Enlightenment movement and religion and politics in France. And secondly, it
can protect us from the detours arising from this thought in the new era and
protect us from falling into the trap of western deistic thinking and the sinister
consequences of the intellectual age of the West.

Conclusions

In the study and analysis of French deism, several basic points are worthy of
attention: First, the theological foundations of deism in France and throughout
Europe can be considered in addition to referring to the results of the European
Enlightenment era. According to the first assumption, French deism has
theoretical connections with ancient Greek ideas and with a kind of religiosity
that is opposite to revelation religions, especially with Epicurean theology. But
in the second hypothesis, for which there are more evidences, deism should be
considered a nascent phenomenon of the 16th century, which gradually
expanded until the 18th century. The goal of French deism was to free natural
science from the authority of theology and metaphysics and to remove all
metaphysical and theological supports of the concept of nature. The final point
is that the deism movement in France had social-cultural consequences and very
complex and extensive dimensions, two of the most important consequences of
which were "establishing the authority of natural science” and "scorning and
negating revealed religion™.
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