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Abstract

One of the controversial topics among theologians is determining the first
obligation for the obliged. Mu’tazili and Ash’ari theologians considered
knowledge about God through reasoning as the first obligation. They
consider reason for it to be an intellectual group and an auditory group.
However they did not quarrel with each other in this approach, the difference
between belief and disbelief in God is measured by the degree of awareness
or lack of awareness of God. So that they consider the scholar as a believer
in God and the ignorant as an unbeliever.

The 10" century theologian, Ghazali opposed this theory. He removed
ignorance and knowledge about God from the duality of disbelief and faith.
He considered pure attention to theology forbidden except in limited cases
and separated faith from knowledge. He ordered the people to imitate the
jurists in matters of religion (rulings) and beliefs and submit to them, and
disobeying the orders of the jurists deserved punishment.
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This article has analyzed Ghazali's theory about the necessity ofreasoning
(Vojube Nazar) and the reasoning in the knowledge of God in a descriptive-
analytical way.

Keywords: Ghazali, Reason, the Necessity of Reasoning, Knowledge,
People, Imitation.

Introduction

ljtihad in matters of belief and theology that are disputed between
theologians, caused the use of reason to be considered in learning religious
education. On this basis, they considered the first obligation in religious
duties to be the argument for the knowledge of God. Because, if the obliged
does not know God and his religious beliefs, how can he thank God for his
endless blessings or protect his faith against doubts?, Therefore, opinion and
reasoning in knowing God, guides the obliged to attain faith and frees him
from disbelief.

Ghazali is one of those theologians who opposes theoretical discussions
about religion. He condemns the insistence of theologians on opinion and
reasoning and considers their insistence on this issue to be excessive in
belief. He disputes with theologians such as Ash‘arits, who considers
knowledge of God as faith and ignorance of God as disbelief, and believes
that only Sharia determines the ruling of a disbeliever. Based on this opinion,
the critics of some theologians consider reason as the source of the ruling of
excommunication. However, he does not consider faith based on knowledge,
but encourages thinkers to use reason, and approves and praises opinions and
arguments for experts because it introduces reason as the source of
knowledge and its basis. In this regard, he divides the people with faith in
benefiting from the power of reason into common and special and super
special properties. With this attitude, he orders the common people to imitate
in faith. Ghazali believes that the common people have a duty to be silent
and don’t ask questions about matters that they do not have the ability to
understand. He also considers it another duty of the common people to take
care of their inner selves and refrain from thinking about Mutashabih
(allegorical) verses of the Qur'an. The solution that he offers to the common
people in this case is to engage in worship and prayer, reciting the Qur'an
and dhikr, to the extent that if the thinking faculty continues to operate
without will, it will lead a person to learn science of another kind, such as
vocabulary, syntax, and calligraphy, and advises medicine and jurisprudence
or industry. He believes that if a person is not able to control his thinking
with all these recommendations, he can do useless things; because the harm
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and danger of these matters is less for them than thinking about the
knowledge of God. Ghazali allows the common people to pay attention to
the reasons for God's knowledge and unity as much as mentioned in the
Qur'an, without meditation and by being satisfied with the appearance;
Therefore, the question of faith is subject to punishment, and the support of
this belief is the success of the ancients' method of using encouragement and
money, or punishment, whip and sword in winning the faith of the common
people. Ghazali's reason for this ruling is that if the common people are
allowed to understand more than the appearance of the divine word, it is like
being treated with a medicine beyond their capacity. Also, he considers those
who, by expressing their opinions in religious matters, cause anxiety and
doubt in the beliefs of the common people, as heretics and irreligious. But it
can be said that if the condition of accepting the faith of the common people
is to be an imitator, then a question or movement that shows doubt will
remove them from the imitator group and return the matter of acquiring
knowledge to maintain the faith to them.
Conclusion
Ghazali considers the value of knowledge to be different among religious
people who receive education. But it should be noted that with the help of
learning to see, a person can think deeply in search of knowledge and acquire
the ability to think about a question whose answer does not seem to be within
his understanding at first; ; Because God is infinite and knowledge about him
will continue to infinity, Therefore, if the universe is all a manifestation of
God, then learning about every aspect of the universe can continue
indefinitely, and with the revelation of every secret of creation, there is
another secret that has not yet been revealed to humans.
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