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Abstract

Nowadays, the discussion of religion territory is one of the important and
challenging debates in the Islamic world. Sayyid Ahmad Khan Hindi has
been the first thinker who followed his contemporary orientalists in talking
about the boundaries of the Quran and sunna territory. The viewpoints that
Sayyid Ahmad Khan has provided in defining the boundaries of the Quran
and sunna territory can be examined and evaluated in four directions,
namely, sunna is the spirit of the divine message and its interpretation, and is
similar to the Bible in this regard, sunna is mainly measured by intellect, and
the otherworldly matters comprise the only arena of sunna revelation.
However, there are some important criticisms against his viewpoints. First,
he likens the sunna revelation to the Bible revelation, while there exist
important differences between the two. Second, his consideration of the
details of the sunna revelation as stemming from exegesis arises from Sayyid
Ahmad Khan’s viewpoint on the nature of revelation and his attribution of a
human source to it. Third, adopting a strategic viewpoint to the qur’anic
verses leads us to the point that the human is created by God, and his will
existentially and legally depends on His will; therefore, despite having the
grace of intellect, he faces limitations in all paths of knowledge. Fourth, his
viewpoint on revelation is similar to the Christian thinkers’ stance in this
regard, and this viewpoint does not agree with the infallibility of the
prophets.
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