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Representating Religious Teachings in Textbooks; Analysis of
the Content of the Elementary School Textbooks Based on the
Components of Religious Teachings1
Sedigeh Kazemi*®
Razia Zare* i**
Abstract
This study aimed to analyze the content of elementary school textbooks based on the
amount of attention to religious teachings. The study method was quantitative content
analysis, and the research community included all the textbooks of grades one to three
students which were used in elementary schools in the academic year of 2020-2021.
Thus, 22 textbook titles with 423 lessons, 2455 pages, and 2469 images were reviewed
and analyzed. The context unit in the content analysis process was the page and the
recording unit was the image and theme. The coding process was carried out in a
comparative manner and based on the components of religious teachings (ideological
teachings, moral-religious teachings, ritual-practical teachings, emotional teachings)
extracted from theoretical foundations and consultation with 7 religious education
professors. Descriptive statistics and inferential statistics (Chi-square) were used for data
analysis, and retest method for reliability; therefore the amount of agreement calculated
as a criterion of coding reliability was 79%. The findings showed that the component of
moral-religious values had the highest frequency and emotional teachings had the lowest
frequency among the components. The textbooks Hedyeh Asemani (heavenly gift),
Adabiyat Farsi (Farsi literature), and Qur’an curriculum had the most teachings, and the
least teachings were examined in the textbooks of Olom Tajrobi (science), and all
textbooks are thematic in teaching religious teachings.
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