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1. Introduction

The second part of Zamji-Nameh, known as Golzar Ali Ahmad Zamiji, , Corresponding Author's E-mail
Is a detailed report in the series of events of the first part. As a result|m jafarpour@hsu.ac.ir '
of Ahmad Zamji's martyrdom in the first part, his son Ali bin Ahmed

Zamji steps into the field of jihad and the narrator has tried to give a

record of his condition and battles with the infidels of Daryabar in the

second part. This period ends with the inevitable fate of the avengers.

That is, the martyrdom of Ali Ahmad ends in the tomb of Abu Muslim

Khora sani. Accordingly, the end of the Zamji-Nameh saga is not only

considered the final sequel of the first part, but it is also included in

the group of stories surrounding Abu Muslim-Nameh, which have

emerged as a result of a tradition of writing sequels.

1.1. Objectives, questions, and assumptions

Among the peripheral stories of Abu Muslim-Nameh, of which only a
name has been obtained, Zamji-Nameh is considered the first narration
attached to it, only one part of which has been published, and the other
two parts are still unexamined and unknown. The present research, by
introducing and explaining the unique story aspects of the second part
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of the Zamji-Nameh, will be considered as a direction building step in
this field.

2. Codicology

2.1. The Manuscript in the library of Punjab University

In the catalogue of Persian manuscripts of the Central Library of
Punjab University, Lahore, the characteristics of a Persian manuscript
in one volume, under the title "Golzar Ali Ahmad Zamji" numbered
"Pe Il 2 / 5422" on 165 leaves (330 pages) is recorded. This
manuscript is the basis of the current research report.

3. Textual criticism

3.1. Characteristics

3.1.1. Title

Since the title of both parts of this story is known as “Zamji-Nameh"
due to the main role of Ahmad Zamji and his son, Ali, it seemed
necessary to clarify "Zamiji*. In most sources, such as the History of
Beyhaq, Zamaj, which is also written as "Zamij", refers to one of the
areas of Beyhaq, Sabzevar (Beyhaghi, 2021, 54-55). Apparently,
Ahmad Zamji was so well-known that the author of Burhan-i Qati, in
the explanation of the word Zamj, writes that this area was one of the
villages of Beyhaqg and Sabzevar, and Ahmad Zamji is associated with
it (Khalaf Tabrizi, 1963, V. 2 / P. 1030; Hedayat, n.d., P. 435;
Dehkhoda, 1998, V. 9/ P. 12915; Nafisi, 2535, V. 3/ P. 1773).

3.1.2. The field of origin

In the tradition of storytelling, the occurrence of a disaster and the
focus on its consequences have a special place in the success of most
stories, and according to the horizon of expectation that existed in the
Iranian audience, the saga of Abu Muslim-Nameh seemed incomplete
with the killing of Abu Muslim, and if his blood had not been avenged
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on the enemies, Abu Muslim-Nameh would have been incomplete and
unsuccessful. To this end, an imaginary movement had to be created
so that the goal of Abu Muslim's uprising would be realized and Abu
Muslim's blood would be avenged. Zamji-Nameh is the first series of
narrations that emerged as the peripheral stories of Abu Muslim-
Nameh in the tradition of series writing. The central character of
Zamji-Nameh was Ahmad Zamji, who succeeded in revenge and
killed the new Abbasid caliph, Abu Jaafar Dawaneqi, and then put
Mansour (the same Abu Jaafar Dawaneqi) on the throne in his place.
When Ahmad Zamji's uprising came to an end, he was killed due to an
incident. In this way, the endless cycle of revenge, which was coming
to an end, renewed. This time, the leadership of the uprising was in the
hands of Ahmad's son, namely Ali Zamji, whose condition is
presented in the second part of Zamji-Nameh.

3.1.3. Storyteller

The published Abu Muslim-Nameh, as well as the many incomplete
and complete manuscripts that are available in this story is often the
product of the mind and language of Abu Taher Tarsusi or is
attributed to him, but it seems that Zamji-Nameh is most likely written
by another narrator who lived long after Abu Taher. However, it is
difficult and unlikely to determine his identity within the limited and
scattered evidence.

3.1.4. Time and place of authorship

There is no documentation about the time and place of writing Zamji-
Nameh, and the evidence indicates that the first part of Zamji-Nameh’s
report, which was related to the circumstances of Ahmad bin
Muhammad Zamji, was not newer than the 11th century of the lunar
calendar. About the time of writing the second part of Zamji-Nameh,
which is related to the work of Ali bin Ahmad Zamiji, it is not possible
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to give an exact opinion. Considering the passion of the people of
Central Asia for Abu Muslim-Nameh, it is better to comment on the
place where Zamji-Nameh was written, because most of the
manuscripts of Abu Muslim-Nameh and Zamji-Nameh were written in
Central Asian regions, and the vocabulary and syntax of the sentences
and the pronunciation of some words also show the Persian style of
Central Asia.

3.1.5. Structure

The story of Gulzar Ali bin Ahmad Zamiji, like the first part of Zamji-
Nameh, has a coherent and methodical structure, and the narrator has
arranged the description of the life of Ali Ahmad Zamji from the time
of the infidels' attack on Kamtoor and Ali Ahmad being assigned to
repel them until his martyrdom, under fifty chapters. The structure of
the form and content of the second volume is similar to the Central
Asian narratives of the first part of Zamji-Nameh.

3.1.6. Language

The prose of the second part of Zamji-Nameh has a simple and fluent
language, which is sometimes far from monotonous and in terms of
grammar, it also suffers from problems and slips. The phrases of the
text are often short and the brevity is disturbed, so it should be
expected that some phrases appear vague and incomplete. Many
inflectional and additional compounds are used in the descriptions of
the text. Among other prominent linguistic features of this section, we
can mention the presence of some Middle Asian Persian words and
compounds. The second part of Zamji-Nameh has about eighty notable
allusions and interpretations, some of which are unknown. In order to
improve the literary level of his speech, the narrator has used only
ninety verses throughout the narration, which seems to be few and
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sometimes the weight and form of the verses are chaotic. Sometimes
in the text, we will come across adverbial expressions.

3.2. Story elements

3.2.1. Narration

The second part of Zamji-Nameh reports a part of the life of the main
character of the story and his condition at that time, so it is considered
a long story. The plot of the story is of a linear type and in fifty parts.
It tells the events that Ali Ahmad Zamji went through from the time
he repelled the attack of the infidels up to his martyrdom.

3.2.2. Plot

The plot of Zamji-Nameh is relatively consistent and acceptable,
which is not considered a special feature of it, because Zamji-Nameh
is in the group of long stories and the narrator knows very well that he
should not suffer from technical weakness on purpose and is forced to
cover the series of stories from top to bottom. The narrator has
arranged each chapter carefully so that while the narrative continues
easily, the audience can also comprehend its content. Another
characteristic that is evident in the plot of both parts of Zamji-Nameh
is the repetition of themes, events, descriptions, and the uniformity of
some details. In fact, this feature allows the audience to guess the
outcome of each incident before its completion after a while.

3.2.3. Point of view

In the past, because stories are usually invented to be told and to listen
to the storyteller, the point of view in them is the third person singular,
and in this way, the narrator is present in all the scenes and informed
of the events, so that he narrates them from his own point of view.
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3.2.4. Character

According to the estimation that are obtained from the second part of
Zamji-Nameh, 236 characters are mentioned in this story. From this
number, only fourteen people are women, while sixteen people are
considered to be Ayya rs. Most of the other names belong to the group
of kings, generals, warriors, ministers, servants, and subordinates. In
this part, except for Hamid Qutaiba, there is no more news about the
characters of Abu Muslim's story, but we are faced with a new
generation of fighters and Ayyars who are all children of the
previously mentioned fighters and Ayyars. However, their
characteristics and behavior have become different compared to their
fathers and have become a little decadent.

3.2.5. Place and time

According to the evidence mentioned in Zamji-Nameh, in general, the
element of place is identified and it is familiar in some positions of the
narrative, which is related to the main body of events. Sometimes, on
the one hand, the names of the places that are related to the secondary
and less important references of the narrative have suffered
geographical ambiguity.

3.2.6. Theme

The main theme in Zamji-Nameh, in addition to confronting the
infidels, is the continuous and unending theme of the revenge of Imam
Hussein, Abu Muslim Khorasa ni and Ahmad Zamji, and its
mechanism is based on the usual pattern in this type of literature, in
favor of the avenging Ghazi Muslims. In the report of the second part
of Zamji-Nameh, the mystical insight of the text has appeared very
faintly. The second part of Zamji-Nameh, like the first part, only has
an obvious Shia tendency, but it is not completely Shia and has a dual
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approach to the issue of caliphate and imamate, in that it respects them
separately.

3.2.7. Description

Since Zamji-Nameh is considered a prose epic, the battle and related
details are in the focus of attention, so the narrator is forced to allocate
more space to develop the tense and pleasant qualities related to the
plot in creating the necessary epic atmosphere. The narrator spends a
significant part of the text on such descriptions. Therefore, even the
detailed description of the beauty of lovers remains invisible among
the many epic descriptions.

4. Conclusion

The results of this research show how far the examination of the
privileged manuscripts can develop the textual criticism of Persian
stories, and the examination of unknown texts in this field can
significantly familiarize the audience with the evolution of the story-
telling tradition. Considering the importance of the saga of Abu
Muslim-Nameh, the most important achievement of the recent research
is in identifying and introducing the second part of Zamji-Nameh as
the peripheral narratives of Abu Muslim-Nameh, which are prominent
and direction-setting. In this study, the bibliographic and textual
features of the second part of the Zamji-Nameh are explained
scientifically and comprehensively. While examining the story
elements of the second part of the Zamji-Nameh, an extensive report
on the strengths and weaknesses of the narrative was presented.
According to this study, it seems that the time delay in the emergence
of both parts of Zamji-Nameh has caused this epic to deviate from the
original coordinates of the central core of Abu Muslim-Nameh's
narration.
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