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Abstract

Introduction

The necessity of observing moral values by human beings is approved by every
common sense and human nature; But does such a necessity also apply to the
observance of moral values for God? If we accept that it is necessary for God to
observe moral values, on what basis can we know whether God has acted morally or
not? The truth is that knowing God as the moral agent and determining the theory of
value God's actions has received less attention and no precise answer has been
given.

Value theories are responsible for determining the good and bad criteria for
moral actions, and so far various value theories have been proposed to measure
human moral actions. The most well-known theories of moral value include
teleological theories, virtue-based theories, and conscientious theories. The
fundamental problem in most of these theories is that they consider only man as a
moral agent, and the criterion they offer is only for measuring the good and bad of
human actions. Hence, in the face of the question of "whether God's actions are

moral or not" they do not have a clear answer for the audience. Therefore, it is

+ Ph.D. Candidate of Ethics, university of Islamic sciences, Qom, Iran, (Corresponding Author),
smhosnal 10@gmail.com

= The Associate Professor, Department of Religions, the imam Khomeini education & research
institute, Qom, Iran. Akbar.hosseini37@yahoo.com

Date received: 2022/03/19, Date of acceptance: 2022/06/21

Copyright © 2018, This is an Open Access article. This work is licensed under the
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this license, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866,
Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.



VEOY 0kl 55l o) 6yled O Jl uoles coak P

necessary to first examine whether we can basically consider God as a moral agent
or whether the observance of moral values is only for man? Second, if God's actions
can also be morally valued, by what criteria can we understand their morality? Are
the criteria presented in the moral schools adaptable to God's actions, or should
another theory of value be sought for God? In this research, we want to provide
appropriate answers to such questions as possible.

Methods

In this research, the analytical method has been used to examine the extent to which
the theories of virtue oriented, Deontological, and Teleological are applied to the
actions of God.

Results and Discussion

The first theory of value to be examined is the theory of virtue oriented. Of course,
those virtue ethics's views that have considered the criterion of valuing characters
and recognizing virtues from vices as their end are considered as Teleological views,
and any result obtained in examining the Teleological view also includes
Teleological virtue ethics. Other virtue ethic's views are called Agent-based virtue
ethics, which say that the criterion for good and bad deeds is only their motive; Not
their goals and results. According to this view, the existence of good motives for
God causes good deeds to be issued from Him, without pursuing a purpose from
these deeds. This criterion is not acceptable for conforming to God's actions;
Because God is wise and the requirement of wisdom is that all God's actions have a
wise purpose.

The second theory of value is the Deontological theory. The general criterion in
this theory is that an action is moral and right when it is done only because of duty.
Since this cannot be assumed to be a duty to God, this view also cannot be chosen as
a theory of value for measuring God's actions; Because duty means where there is a
right and the right cannot be achieved without ownership. God is the owner of
everything; Therefore, no one has the right to oblige him to do something.

The third theory under consideration is teleologicalism. The general criterion in
teleology is this: if something leads us to the desired result, it is good, and if it leads
us away from that result, it is bad.

We have said that God is wise and the requirement of wisdom is that all God's
actions have a purpose; Therefore, the main criterion of teleology is compatible with
God's moral actions. But purposes such as profit, pleasure, power, and happiness,

which have been proposed in kinds of teleological theories such as consequentialism
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and perfectionism, are all appropriate to man and cannot be considered as purposes
for God. Nevertheless, the concept of "perfection” is one of the concepts that has the
capacity to be presented to God; Because God is absolute perfection, and God's
wisdom requires that the actions that come from Him be commensurate with His
inherent perfection. Thus, a new interpretation of perfectionism can be offered that
includes the actions of God.

To do this, the circle of the moral agent must be considered beyond man so that
God is also known as the moral agent. Then, the realization of "mere perfection",
without restricting it to man, was considered as the purpose of moral actions. In this
case, each of the moral actors will aim at the realization of perfection, and this
perfection, according to the nature of each moral actor, can have different instances.
For example, man's goal can be his own perfection and God's goal can be the
perfection of creatures; Because the goal is the realization of perfection, and if a
moral act leads to the realization of perfection for a person other than the doer, the
moral goal is still achieved.

Conclusion

According to what has been said, our proposed theory, as a theory of value that can
be applied to both human and God's actions, is a perfectionist teleological theory -
which also includes a Teleological virtue ethics - with the interpretation that we
consider the purpose of moral actions to be the mere realization of perfection.
According to this theory, a good deed is an action that is compatible with perfection,
and a bad deed is an action that is incompatible with perfection. This perfection is
either the perfection of the moral agent himself or the perfection of a being other
than the moral agent. Therefore, the perfection of creatures by God, which is itself

pure perfection, is a moral act.

" on
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