Classical Persian Literature, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, VVol. 13, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2022-2023, 327-345
Doi: 10.30465/CPL.2023.7413

The Political and Economic Independence of
the Rostam Dynasty and a Violation of
the Oriental Despotism Discourse Theory

Ali Mohammadi”
Seyed Arsalan Bahari Saghalak Sari”™

Abstract

Oriental despotism is one of the most important approaches and theories through which
some western thinkers have viewed the mythological, political, economic and cultural
events in the east. According to this theory, in Asian societies, due to geographical
factors, water shortage, and rural dispersion, the state or government, has turned into an
unrivaled political institution of a more powerful force than the society via eliminating
all social structures and institutions, including independent aristocracy. However, the
actions of the Rostam dynasty in the Shahnameh, which is probably a reflection of the
Parthian aristocracy’s attempts, confirm that this dynasty, taking advantage of their
strong political and economic base, played an effective role in limiting and balancing
power. In fact, as the findings of this study show, the Rostam dynasty gained political
independence via appointing kings in critical situations and assisting the kings with an
independent and equipped army. Also, this dynasty enjoyed economic independence
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through dealing with independent trade and peasant affairs and gaining abundant wealth
in various ways, such as the spoils of war, etc.

Keywords: Oriental despotism, Class, Rostam dynasty, Political independence,
Economic independence.
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