Classical Persian Literature, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)

Biannual Journal, Vol. 13, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2022-2023, 213-238
Doi: 10.30465/CPL.2022.7335

Khayyam's Riddle:

New Reasons to Prove the Oneness of the Philosopher/Scientist
and the Poet of Quatrains

Mona Alimadadi”

Abstract

One of the main ambiguities in Khayyam's research record is the attribution or non-
attribution of quatrains to this Neyshabourian philosopher. According to the opponents
of attributing the quatrains to Khayyam, to equate their poet with Khayyam, a religious
philosopher, is a community of contradictions and impossibilities. The result of such a
belief is the claim of the existence of two Khayyams and the creation of a confrontation
(rational philosopher and twentieth-century poet) between them. On the one side is a
wise philosopher who is immersed in philosophical concepts for all of his life, and on
the other side is a poet who has no desire except luxury. However, this confrontation
does not resist Khayyam's works and the surviving reports about this poet. That is
because not only can points about being in the House of Ishrat and referring to the
disinterestedness of creation be observed in Khayyam's works and the reports of his
contemporaries can contaminate the ideal image of the rationalist religious philosopher,
but also there exists rationality in the content and structure of the quatrains that makes it
impossible to attribute them to a bon vivant poet. The existence of these contradictions
on both sides of the above-mentioned confrontation destroys this constructed
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confrontation from within and increases the possibility of attributing the quatrains to
Khayyam by denying the fictitious poets.
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