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An Aspiration for Emerging Posthuman Subjects
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Abstract

Post-humanism, as a critical and diverse paradigm, embarks on proposing new insights
into the meaning of being human in modern times and diminishes the boundaries
between humans, animals, and machines. Theoretically, there is a convergence between
post-humanism and post-anthropocentrism as the former questions, humans, as the
superior signifier, and the latter questions humans as the superior species. Based on this
convergence, and with the assistance of Martin Heidegger’s critique of humanism and
technology, and his thoughts about thinking, learning, dwelling, and art, this paper
intends to put forward the idea that some picture books and wordless picture books that
enjoy certain characteristics, which can exemplify them as post-human/post
anthropocentric children’s literature, invite children to think meditatively on the relation
between human and other entities of the world. These books, as works of art, bring
about a deconstruction of humanistic binaries (including self/other, human/animal,
culture/nature, and alike) so that they can offer a chance of exposure to other beings of
the world for children. This kind of exposure helps children to receive the being as it is
and not as represented by human norms, hence there can be hope for the development
and emergence of post-human subjects for whom thinking is a ground for wondering
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and admiration, and not merely a tool for the development of certain skills or
competencies.
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